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Dying well and dying with dignity are topics of mudiscussion in the medical and psychological
communities today. But in choosing to talk abbytng Welltoday | am not principally addressing
medical or psychological aspects of death, buteragpiritual ones.

An ancient Roman emperor once said that the grediféesrence between Christians and pagans is that
“Christians die well.” He should have known, be@hbs put many of them to death. When our brother
Randall Rice died a few months ago, | often helaedcomment, “He died well.” What do people mean
when they say that? Well, some probably simply ntbahhe lived a long, full life. In that sense Hath
certainly died well—he was almost 96? More oftemwbver, we probably mean that the person died with
no unfinished business. His life was in order,trefeships with family and friends were all solichdaany
forgiveness that needed to happen had been takemfcdn that sense, too, Randall died well.

But the most important thingmean when | say about someone, “He died well”as the person is ready
to meet God, that he or she knew the Savior peligpaad will be there to meet me when my time
comes. Once gain, Randall fit the definition of ffity well” to the tee. In today’s Scripture texind two
biblical examples of dying well-one even bettemttize other. | think we can learn from them both.

We've come to the end of our two-month series @enlife of Joseph much too quickly. What an
experience it has been to walk with him from hisifgged status as a young boy tending sheep to a
frightening pit, to slavery in a foreign countrizet on a roller-coaster of success and tragedy,
culminating in becoming Prime Minister of the gestnation in ancient history—all by the time h80s
years old.

The story of how he was reunited with his familpre of the most amazing stories ever writterells t
about how a providential God watches over His chitdand rewards those who are faithful. And the
account of Joseph’s brilliant administration oveyft during what was undoubtedly its greatest risi
reminds us that a wise leader refuses to sit badkaait for God to perform miracles. Instead hesei
opportunity by the throat, uses the brains God dve and makes wise decisions based upon the
information he has, all the while acknowledging Gqarovidence and giving Him gratitude and glory.

Interestingly, the last 75 years of Joseph’s lite skipped over by the author of Genesis with domigf
references to his father Jacob’s death at age dd than his own death about 50 years later atgbeof
110. Why we aren’t told more about his career srféamily 1 don’t know, but what we learn about how
these two men died is profound. First, the deathacbb:

Jacob dies well

Look at the opening words of chapter 48 of Genesis:
Some time later Joseph was told, "Your fathed.is$lo he took his two sons
Manasseh and Ephraim along with him. When Jacobtalds"Your son Joseph has
come to you," Israel rallied his strength and sptan the bed The first thing we see



here is that . . .

Jacob blesses Joseph’s two sorfd8:1-20)In fact, according to verses 5 and 6 he
adopts Joseph’s two sons as his own. (That, bw#ye is why the land was still divided
between twelve tribes of Israel, even though nd laas given to the tribe of Levi. In the place
of Levi and Joseph there was the half tribe of Bphrand the half tribe of Manasseh). In verse 9
he says to Joseph,

“Bring them to me so | may bless them.”

“Now Israel's (Jacob’s) eyes were failing becaus®lol age, and he could
hardly see. So Joseph brought his sons close tpdmthhis father kissed them and
embraced them.

Israel said to Joseph, ‘I never expected to see fame again, and now God has
allowed me to see your children too.”

Then something strange occurs. Joseph stands disays in front of his father for the blessing.
Manasseh is on Joseph’s left and Ephraim on hi,igpcause he wants them to be respectively
on Jacob’s right and left. In other words, wheroba®aches out his hand to bless the boys, his
right hand will be on Manasseh and his left on Bphr After all, Manasseh is the older son and
the right hand signifies the hand of greater biesdBut Jacob reaches out and crosses his arms
so that his right hand is on Ephraim and his lafManasseh, and he gives his blessing to them
(15-16):
“May the God before whom my fathers Abraham anddsaalked,
the God who has been my shepherd all my life soday,
the Angel who has delivered me from all harm—malléss these
boys.
May they be called by my name
and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac,
and may they increase greatly upon the earth.”

But Joseph was upset. He took his father’'s handgraad to move them to the opposite child’'s
head. He said (verse 18), “No, my father, this igrtee firstborn (pointing to Manasseh); put
your right hand on his head.” But Jacob refuseds#&id, “I know, my son, | know. He too will
become a people, and he too will become great. fiteless, his younger brother will be greater
than he, and his descendants will become a gronptains.”

Now we can argue about the full meaning of this&ileg and why it was done this way, but this
is no unique event. There are countless timesiiptice when God chose differently than man
chooses. In fact, that's the main point of 1 Co26129 about how God chooses in salvation. The
older, the wiser, the richer, and the more powedréye no special advantages in the plan of
salvation.

Jacob blesses Josepl8:21-22) He says to Joseph in verse 22: “Arngbig as one
who is over your brothers, | give the ridge of ldridok from the Amorites with my sword and
my bow.” There is something here not obvious inBnglish Bibles. The Hebrew word for
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“ridge of land” isshechemwhich is also the name of the place where Josepid eventually
be buried. Jacob is promising Joseph his inheramthe land, actually a double portion since
the land given to the tribes of Ephraim and Manasg&s larger than that given to any of the
other tribes.

Jacob blesses his other son§19:1-28) In chapter 49 Jacob goes through tiheesaof
his other 11 sons and blesses them. But he gives than a blessing. He cites characteristics of
these brothers, some good and some bad, plus poediabout what was going to happen to
them, some positive and some negative. | almospiaky for not examining these blessings in
detail, but I'm going to leave most of this chagdtaryou to study on your own.

But we must not skip over what Jacob says abowtdnisJudah beginning in verse 8. Remember
that Jesus came from the tribe of Judah. In ligliat, listen to what Jacob says in 49:8-12:
"Judah, your brothers will praise you; your handIvee on the neck of your enemies;
your father's sons will bow down to you.
You are a lion's cub, O Judabh;
you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion heuches and lies down, like a lioness—
who dares to rouse him?
The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor theerld staff from between his feet, until
he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience afations is his.
He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt te tthoicest branch; he will wash his
garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes.
His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whitem milk
There is clearly a wealth of imagery here—propheadfe/ou will-regarding the life and death of
Christ some 18 centuries later.

Jacob gives final instructions, and then dieg49:29-33) It's not unusual for dying
people to make last requests. Jacob’s is that @endonvant to be buried in Egypt but to have his
body returned to the Cave of Machpelah in Canadoe tiouried with his father and grandfather.
We commented several weeks ago about how this wagmession on Jacob’s part of the
promise of God that Israel's sojourn in Egypt wolbtemporary and that God would raise up a
great nation to occupy the land He gave them a&wvarlasting possession.

Then we read in verse 33, “When Jacob had finigindg instructions to his sons, he drew his
feet up into the bed, breathed his last and wasegad to his people.”

Jacob is mourned (50:1-3)
Joseph threw himself upon his father and wept birarand kissed him. Then
Joseph directed the physicians in his service tbadm his father Israel. So the
physicians embalmed him, taking a full forty ddgsthat was the time required for
embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him sgwigys
If you know anything about Jewish burial practiges know that they do not embalm bodies
but rather bury them within 24 hours. But they iar&gypt now, and Joseph has his father
embalmed according to Egyptian practices. Besiflas, is going to fulfill his father’s last wish
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and carry him back to Canaan for burial, it willdssential to prepare the body for the journey.

Jacob has not lived an entirely godly life, buhascomes to the end of it he is walking with the
Lord, his family is reunited in faith and love, ane is the patriarch of a large and growing
nation. For the most part he dies well. But | woslgjgest to you that . . .

Joseph dies even better

| think the primary reason is that he lived bettes.not impossible for one who lives poorly to
die well, but it's rare. One of the amazing thiag®ut the grace of God is that He will accept a
despicable sinner even on his deathbed. In a $kagdbief on the Cross died well because Jesus
said, “Today you will be with me in Paradise.” Buidw much better when one’s death is the
culmination of his life, rather than a contradictim it!

Part of dying well, as we stated earlier, is maldnge we have no unfinished business. Joseph
makes sure he has none.

He fulfills his promise to his father. (50:4-14) After his father’s death Joseph apptals
Pharaoh to allow him to go and bury his fatherershis request. Pharaoh continues to show
immense confidence in Joseph as he tells him isevér “Go up and bury your father, as he
made you swear to do.” And Joseph did so. Wherrgad about the caravan of court officials
and dignitaries from Egypt that went with him, loles family members, chariots and horsemen,
one cannot help but compare it to the caravantdiokt Joseph to Egypt perhaps 40 years earlier.
That was a caravan of Ishmaelite or Midianite tradend Joseph was transported in leg irons, to
be auctioned off in the slave trade to the highakder. This caravan is fit for a king. That
shouldn’t shock us, because one of the common them8cripture is that he who humbles
himself under the mighty hand of God will, in dué, be exalted.

He reiterates his forgiveness to his brotherg50:15-21) One of the common results of
living a long time with a guilty conscience is pao#a, always looking over one’s shoulder
wondering if you are going to be exposed. Josefainggveness of his brothers, as we spoke
about three weeks ago, went a long way to reliethieg guilty consciences, but when a habit is
formed over time it is not easy to break over nigtst soon as Jacob dies, the old patterns return
and the brothers begin to look over their shouddgzin. Follow the story with me in 50:15-21.:

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father wasl gihey said, "What if Joseph
holds a grudge against us and pays us back fahallwrongs we did to him?" So they
sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left¢éhestructions before he died: 'This is
what you are to say to Joseph: | ask you to forgimer brothers the sins and the wrongs
they committed in treating you so badly.' Now pdefasgive the sins of the servants of
the God of your father.” When their message canminto Joseph wept.

His brothers then came and threw themselves dovarebbim. "We are your
slaves," they said.

But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Amthia place of God? You intended
to harm me, but God intended it for good to accashplvhat is now being done, the
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saving of many lives. So then, don't be afraidllipwovide for you and your children."
And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

In some ways this is a sad and pathetic scenebidtbers know that the sins Joseph forgave
were dastardly deeds, and perhaps they can't heiteve his forgiveness was for real. Some of
you who are movie buffs remember how Michael Coréetolerated his older brother Fredo
until his father died, only to make him sleep vittle fishes, which is Mafia-speak for execution.
| think that's what Joseph’s brothers suspectedtrigppen to them.

How many of us have come to a point in our livegwbur own sins have loomed extra large
and we have wondered whether God really meantétwvhe said that the blood of Jesus
cleanses us from all sin. It must grief God whendegbt His word, much as it grieved Joseph
and caused him to weep when he learned that hisdysodoubted his own forgiveness.

| wonder if the most important single statementafutoseph’s mouth is this one: “Am I in the
place of God?” It's a rhetorical question demandingsounding “no” for an answer. When we
feel like taking revenge on someone or demandisgtugion for some offense, it would be wise
for us to ask this question, “Am | in the placeGd?” Friends, He is infinitely more capable of
disciplining the sinner than we are, and He isitdly more merciful to the sinner than we are.
In fact, | wonder if that isn’t what we fear—thadv&will be merciful and we want them to pay.
We are much like Jonah, who didn’t want to preacthe Ninevites because he just knew God
would forgive them if they repented, and he didwveéint them forgiven.

The following statement is one of the clearesta®@tions of divine providence anywhere in
Scripture: “You intended to harm me, but God inthd for good.” It serves as an important
reminder that while the evil of men may appeardddthe disadvantage of the godly, the
purposes and plans of God will ultimately prevail.

Joseph completes his long life in Egypt but also ks to be returned to Canaan
(50:22-26) Let’s read the conclusion of Joseplosystwhich is also the conclusion to the entire
book of Genesis, 50:22-26:

Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his fath&rsily. He lived a hundred and
ten years and saw the third generation of Ephrarhitdren Also the children of Makir
son of Manasseh were placed at birth on JoseplEskn

Then Joseph said to his brothelisam about to die. But God will surely come to
your aid and take you up out of this land to thedlidae promised on oath to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob." And Joseph made the sons ofl Isngsar an oath and said, "God will
surely come to your aid, and then you must carnpornes up from this place.”

Do you realize that this request of Joseph’s ah@ubody being returned to Canaan was the
issue, above all others, that earned him a spbieitdall of Faith? “By faith Joseph, when his
end was near, spoke about the exodus of the eaé&lom Egypt and gave instructions about
his bones” (Hebrews 11:22). So fixed was he orpthenises of God that the nation would
return to the Holy Land that he, like his fathecala insisted on having his body buried there,
and God honored that faith.



Yet the last verse of Genesis reads: “So Josephatithe age of a hundred and ten. And after
they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin ingEgyrhere’s no mention of a caravan to take
Joseph back to Canaan as there was for Jacob—katdidn’t happen. But also there is no
mention of a grave. Joseph’s unburied coffin wasrastant reminder to the Israelites that Egypt
was not their final home. He remained in a coffiregypt for decades that turned into centuries.
Had his request been ignored? Well, over 300 ylatgs we read about the Exodus from Egypt.
In Exodus 13:19 it says, “Moses took the boneseéph with him because Joseph had made the
sons of Israel swear an oath. He had said, ‘Godswikly come to your aid, artdenyou must
carry my bones up with you from this place.” WeHod has come to the aid of the nation, He
has raised up a leader like no other, and the peaplfinally on their way back to the Promised
Land. Now is the time when they are to fulfill Jpk&s final request.

But Moses dies toward the end of wilderness wandsriDo we know whether Joseph’s
embalmed body actually makes it back to Canaarnfiédvery end of the book of Joshua, after
the Crossing of the Jordan, after the Conquestnudrael is largely in possession of the
Promised Land, we read in Joshua 24:31-32:

Israel served the LORD throughout the lifetimea$hla and of the elders who
outlived him and who had experienced everythind-tBBD had done for Israel.

And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had broughHrom Egypt, were buried
at Shechem in the tract of land that Jacob boughafhundred pieces of silver from the
sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. This bechenmferitance of Joseph’s
descendants.

Joseph is finally home.

You know, it's one thing to see Jacob die well #reh observe how Joseph died even better.
But the message | want each one to take home iedhgt . . .

You, too, can die well

Joseph doesn’t have to be an exception; he camebrite. Randall Rice doesn’t have to be an
exception; he can be the rule. Many of us in tb@aw will finish our earthly sojourn within the
next decade. I'm not talkingistabout those in their 80's and 90's either. Sontleofest of us,
perhaps even some young people, will end our lvematurely. (I don’t believe there actually
are any premature deaths in God’s reckoning, laretburely are some in ours). When God calls
your name will it be said that you died well? Inkithere are four things we can do that will
make it much more likely that friends and familylwsay that about us:

1. Trust in God, not in circumstances|f there’s any lesson we should learn from the
life of Joseph, this is it. Some of the circumstmof his life were downright tragic: betrayed by
family, sold like a piece of meat, framed and irapried, forgotten by one he saved.

But Joseph never seemed to wallow in circumstanostead he saw through the evil
circumstances to the good that God was intendiegcahstantly put his trust in the Lord. He is
probably the greatest human example of the degmmipf Christ given in 1 Peter 2:23: “When



they hurled their insults at him, he did not rettd] when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judgesyjlisOf course, Joseph didn’t perfectly
resemble Jesus because the next verse adds, “Kdelhbore our sins in his body on the tree, so
that we might die to sins and live for righteousdxy his wounds you have been healed.” No
ordinary human being could do that for any othest Besus did.

2. Keep short accounts with God and peopl&here’s nothing like bitterness to shorten
your life, or at least make you wish it were shord@seph teaches us that forgiveness is
possible—even forgiveness of those who treat degtardly ways. Forgiveness shouldn’'t be
treated lightly; it is not something we verbalizghesut thought. In fact, Joseph tested his
brothers extensively before he verbalized his f@rgess to them. But though at times it may
come slowly and hesitatingly, we must forgive.

3. Make sure you have no unfinished businesBo you owe unsecured debts? Then
you have unfinished business and you are not readie well. Do you have unforgiven family
members? Then you have unfinished business antbaready to die well. Do you have
unconfessed sin in your life? Then you have urtfi@isbusiness and are not ready to die well.

4. Be sure you're ready for the journey to the Pronsed Land Jacob and Joseph were
ready for the trip, one immediately, the other latgdayed, because they were embalmed and
mummified just like the ancient Pharaohs. You hawédea whether your trip will be soon or
delayed long into the future, but | can tell yoattiiour readiness has nothing to do with the state
of your body and everything to do with the statgadr soul.

Are you ready? Do you know for sure that if youddienight you would spend eternity with
God? Suppose you did die tonight and God asked“ydhy should | let you spend eternity with
me?”, what would you tell Him? Don’t even think aib¢elling him how good you are, because
He knows better. Don’t appeal to your church memstieror your baptism or your confirmation
because there are countless thousands who hahesdl assets and are going to spend eternity
in hell. There’s only one thing that you can pléaat will avail you anything, and that’s the
blood of Jesus shed for you.

Charitie Bancroft has written a sorggfore the Throne.isten to the words:
Before the throne of God above
| have a strong and perfect plea,
A great High Priest whose name is love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart,
| know that while in heav’n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart




i. I don’t know if this means his original 11 bretis or if it's a synonym for “family”. I'm
inclined to think the latter because only Benjamas younger than he. Most of the other
brothers must have died by this time.



