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| want to talk to you today abotihe Ultimate Family ReuniofwWhen | think of family reunions

| can’t help but think of Alma Wing, one of our waerful senior citizens here at First Free.
Alma belongs to a family that has world-class reusi | first learned this because there was a
family in our church in St. Louis who belonged e WWing family, and when they got together
with their extended family it was nothing shortamhazing! | later asked Alma if she knew about
the Wing family reunions and discovered she wayg getive and had attended many of them.

The Wings trace their lineage back to Rev. JohngMivhose family came to America in 1631.
They actually incorporated in 1801 Bise Wing Family of America, Inand now have chapters
all across the country. They have their own pubiice the OWL, their own website, and even a
headquarters at the Fort House in Sandwich, Massch | understand is the oldest house in the
U.S. occupied continuously by one family. Thesepgbetake reunions seriously!

Now your family may be a lot smaller than the Wingisd you may not be able to trace your

heritage back to England before the colonies. Butrfost people family reunions are wonderful
occasions to catch up on the in-laws and the ostlawd to brag about your kids and grandkids.
For some, of course, reunions are mixed blessiagause of irregular people in the family tree.

| like the title Charles Swindoll gave to chaptéssand 46 of Genesighe Ultimate Family
Reunionl! liked it so much | decided to borrow it this morg—not the sermon, just the title. |
would like to use the typical family reunion agramework to look at our Scripture text. |
suspect there are usually four aspects to any yamuinion—preparation for it, anticipation of it,
the journey to it, and finally the reunion itself.

For those who may be visiting today, we have béedysng the amazing life of Joseph the
patriarch from the book of Genesis. Nearly 4000yego this 17-year-old boy was betrayed by
his brothers, sold into slavery in a foreign laadd eventually thrown into prison. But God was
there (as He always is), and through His provideloseph was not only released from prison
but was actually made the ruler or Prime MinisteEgypt at the age of 30. When a long famine
(which he had personally prophesied based on Phardceam) actually occurred, Joseph’s
brothers came to Egypt seeking food. There theyeaato contact with Joseph, who recognized
them, but they did not recognize him.

Joseph tested his brothers in a number of wayseagtually he was satisfied that they were
not the same evil-hearted men who had betrayed®unine revealed himself to them and
forgave them—more than 22 years after they hadembiom of his boyhood, his family, his
country, and for all they knew, his very life. Lasird’s Day the sermon was ¢tow to Forgive
the Hard to Forgive



By the way, if you were unable to be here last Syntiwant to encourage you to get a copy of
that sermon and listen especially to the powedsiditnony shared by one of our members about
how God enabled him to forgive someone at leabbas to forgive as Joseph’s brothers.

Now today we come to the amazing story of the @unif the entire family of Jacob.
Preparation for the reunion (45:16-28)

No family reunion happens without someone doingt @1 work in preparation. In our family

it's my niece, Kristin Stebhen, who normally orgees our gatherings. Kristin is just amazing in
her ability and willingness to find a place fortoaneet, schedule activities, plan the meals, etc.
Well, in Genesis 45 we read about some of the pa¢gipa that is done for the reunion of Jacob’s
family. 45:16-24:

When the news reached Pharaoh's palace that Jasbpdthers had come,
Pharaoh and all his officials were pleased. Pharaaid to Joseph, "Tell your brothers,
'Do this: Load your animals and return to the lamfdCanaan, and bring your father and
your families back to me. | will give you the bafsthe land of Egypt and you can enjoy
the fat of the land.’

"You are also directed to tell them, 'Do this: Takene carts from Egypt for your
children and your wives, and get your father antheoNever mind about your
belongings, because the best of all Egypt will tnary.' "

So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave thets,as Pharaoh had
commanded, and he also gave them provisions farjtheney. To each of them he gave
new clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three hundtezkels of silver and five sets of
clothes. And this is what he sent to his father.denkeys loaded with the best things of
Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grainlzredd and other provisions for his
journey. Then he sent his brothers away, and ag\ree leaving he said to them, "Don't
guarrel on the way!"

Pharaoh invites the family to have their reunion inEgypt, all expenses paid(16-20)
In fact, he invites them to actually move to Egygdck in verse 10 we read of Pharaoh’s
intention of allowing them to live in the land ob&hen. Its exact location is not known, but
most scholars are convinced that Goshen was theregsrt of the Nile Delta, a perfect location
for herds of cattle and sheep. Furthermore, Phareidts that they leave all their “stuff” back in
Canaan, because he would give them the best oftbiregy.

The difference between Canaan and Egypt then wmilike the difference between a third-
world country and the United States today. If yarevemigrating to the US from North Korea
or Rwanda it would be quite understandable if yaponsor said to you, “Bring only the clothes
on your back,” because virtually nothing in thosemtries would be worth the cost of
transporting it. That’s essentially what Pharaofsga Jacob’s family.

Joseph executes Pharaoh’s instructions, and thenmee. (21-24) He sends ten donkeys
loaded with the best things of Egypt to his fatlaéong with ten more donkeys loaded with food
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provisions. But Joseph also gives 300 shekeldwdrsand five sets of clothes to Benjamin, who
is his only full brother (the other ten are hisftabthers).

He also gives his brothers some advice, “Don’t elan the way!” | have puzzled over this sort
of down-home, almost humorous observation by theatar. Why does Joseph say this? |
suspect he anticipates that the brothers might aawejor falling out over how they are going to
tell their father the news that Joseph is alivaeAdll, they had lied to their father that Joseph
was killed by a wild animal, and they had watchesirtfather grieve uncontrollably. How can
they now admit it was all a hoax? Accusations auwdiminations could have easily led to blows
between the brothers. So Joseph urges them to ttmakie a time for joyful reunion, not
guarreling.

While preparation is going on for any reunion, &méicipation builds.
Anticipation of the reunion (45:25-28)

The anticipation for this particular reunion muaté been electric, for this family has been
separated for almost 23 years. There has been piy ehair at Jacob’s table every day, plus a
huge void in his heart! Turn to the last paragrapBenesis 45 where we read about how Jacob
receives the news that his son Joseph, long-presdesd, is alive and well, and about the
reunion he anticipates. Gen. 45:25-28:
So they (i.e. Joseph’s brothers) went up out opEggd came to their father
Jacob in the land of Canaan. They told him, “Josepstill alive! In fact, he is ruler of
all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not beligver. But when they told him
everything Joseph had said to them, and when hdlsagarts Joseph had sent to carry
him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revivéaed Israel said, “I'm convinced! My
son Joseph is still alive. | will go and see hinfobe | die.”

| want you to try to translate this scene into todemagine parents whose child was kidnapped
and presumed killed 25 years ago. They have beewimgg their loss the entire time. Every
birthday has been painful, every Christmas, eveiiay. They grieved when his graduation
date from high school passed, when his marriagddiikely have occurred, when
grandchildren should have been born. Then thegp gatl one day saying their child is not only
alive but is the President and CEO of CitiCorp jvatwife and family of his own! Growing up
in a foster home, he had finally tracked down hightparents and is sending his personal jet to
fly them to New York for a reunion! They wouldn’élable to eat, or sleep, and they would
undoubtedly be saying over and over, “It's too gtmdte true!”

| think that must have been something like thecgpdiion that Jacob and the rest of his
extended family experience. Stunned by the nevesbJyfully accepts the invitation.

Journey to the reunion(46:1-28)

Distance is irrelevant When a loving family decides to have a reunibeytwill travel
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almost any distance to participate. Traveling fl@anaan to Egypt in that day was no simple
matter, especially for a man who is well over 1@@ng old. But Joseph is in Egypt and Jacob
will go meet him, no matter his age or his health.

God is not left out (1-4) A wise person always prays for travelingores. Especially
when setting out on a long, dangerous journesg,\itise to consult with the Lord and seek his
face. Look at the opening verses of chapter 46:

So Israel set out with all that was his, and wherrédached Beersheba, he offered
sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.

And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night andl s&Jacob! Jacob!" "Here |

am," he replied.

"l am God, the God of your father,” he said. "Dd bhe afraid to go down to

Egypt, for | will make you into a great nation teet will go down to Egypt with you, and

| will surely bring you back again. And Joseph'shdvand will close your eyes."

As he starts out on this long journey, Jacob stmgsworships at the place where both Abraham
and Isaac had built altars. Not surprisingly Gdesathe opportunity to speak to Jacob and give
him His confirmation and affirmation of the tripoNonly does God tell him not to be afraid; He
also reaffirms a promise—that He will make of Jaaajyeat nation. Furthermore, God will go
with him, and eventually bring him back. And finabod promises him that his long-lost son
Joseph will be with him when he died.

The point the story makes here seems to be thiavbet need occasional reassurances of God’s
promises that He will bring them to their ultimakestination as they make their decisions in life,
and God provides exactly the reassurance they need.

No one is left out (46:5-27) We’ve had family reunions when all Buew of the 60+
members of my parents’ family failed to show. Bithvthis reunioreveryonen the family of
Jacob prepares to attende- onewill allow anythingto keep them away. Look at verses 5-7 of
chapter 46:

Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel's sons toeik father Jacob and their
children and their wives in the carts that Phardwd sent to transport him. They also
took with them their livestock and the possesdioeg had acquired in Canaan, and
Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt. He tagth him to Egypt his sons and
grandsons and his daughters and granddaughters

In verses 8-25 the actual names of all these faméynbers are listed. We're not going to take
the time to read these verses this morning, althdligre are some interesting gems hidden here.
But | would like to ask the question, “Why does Gakle up precious space in the Scriptures to
give us a list of names, most of which are hargramounce and never mentioned again apart
from this list?” Well, | think these names are umd in order to communicate that God is a God
who keeps track of people, even insignificant pe@d we view them.

Instead of reading the names | direct your attentbothe summary in verses 26 and 27:
All those who went to Egypt with Jactiinse who were his direct descendants,



not counting his sons' wivesimbered sixty-sSix persons.

With the two sons who had been born to Joseph ypt=the members of Jacob's
family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in all.

These 70 individuals formed the original natiorisshel. Four hundred years later, when Moses
led them across the Sea of Reeds to Mt. Sinai@n 38-year-long journey back to the
Palestine, they were hundreds of thousands stpmrhaps as numerous as 2 million!

Directions are critical. It's tell-tale proof that Jacob was not an Amanienale, because
he asks for directions on how to get to Goshenklaioverse 28: “Now Jacob sent Judah ahead
of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen.”tlthis in more for its humor than anything, but
there is something to it. If you have spent timeparing to go somewhere and if your heart is
anticipating it with great passion, the last thyoy want to do is to get lost on the way.

Finally, arrival! (46:29-47:12)

Incredible emotion. Verse 29: “Joseph had his chariot made readyamt to Goshen
to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph apppdafore him, he threw his arms around his
father and wept for a long time.” | don’t know ahiytg a person can say that would add
anything to the pathos of this scene.

Peace and resignationVerse 30: “Israel said to Joseph, ‘Now | am retdgtie, since |
have seen for myself that you are still alive.” (thteesn’t actually die for 17 more years, but he’s
ready. | think | have shared with you how threergeao on Easter Sunday my sister and her
husband came to faith in Christ. My little sistealked away from the Lord and from the church
at age 15 and showed no interest in spiritual $hidgin't attend church, didn’t raise her
children in the things of the Lord, and generaledl a very secular and selfish life. My parents
prayed for Mary and Rob every single day for thd@eears, and as my dad approached 90
years of age the miracle happened.

Dad’s response was to quote the prophet Simeonke P:29-30: “Sovereign Lord, as you have
promised, you now dismiss your servant in peacenijoeyes have seen your salvation.” The
original prophecy was about the baby Jesus, ofsegunut the spirit of it is the same as what
Jacob says to his son here: “Now | am ready td theother words, he has seen the hand of the
Lord in such a way that he needs nothing moredieioto consider his sojourn complete. It
reveals a sense of peace and godly resignatioacmb3 part.

Third, family reunions should be a time of mutulgdsing, and this one certainly is no
exception.

Mutual blessing.(46:31-47:12) In the final section of our story heve several long-
term blessings offered and received. The firsthteasing from Pharaoh on the family. Joseph
arranges for five of his brothers to representféingly in Pharaoh’s presence (verse 47:2). This
is apparently the first time they meet Pharaoherspn, and the ruler of Egypt takes the
opportunity to confirm what he has already promidaxbk at verse 5: “Pharaoh said to Joseph,
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‘Your father and your brothers have come to youl #e land of Egypt is before you; settle your
father and your brothers in the best part of the ldet them live in Goshen. And if you know of
any among them with special ability, put them iargje of my own livestock.”

This latter comment is interesting to me becauskeaend of the previous chapter Joseph
warned his brothers that shepherds are detestatile Egyptians. The Egyptians tended to be
farmers, not herdsmen. Once again God is workimgnblethe scenes in small but important
ways to accomplish His purposes. Since Egyptiatedhghepherds, the family of Jacob would
largely be left alone in Goshen, a fertile butditised part of Egypt. Thus they would not be in
danger of assimilating Egyptian culture and religidhey would be allowed to thrive away from
the centers of power and influence. But at the samethey would earn needed revenue by
taking care of Pharaoh’s livestock!

But there is another blessing offered, and thfsois Jacob to Pharaoh. It says in verse 7:
“Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and présemim before Pharaoh.
After Jacob blessed Pharaoh, Pharaoh asked himw'dlal are you?’ And Jacob said to
Pharaoh, ‘The years of my pilgrimage are a hundaed thirty. My years have been few
and difficult, and they do not equal the yearshef pilgrimage of my fatherqJacob’s
father, Isaac, lived to be 180, and his grandfaf{ieaham lived to be 175T)hen Jacob
blessed Pharaoh and went out from his presence.”

They book of Hebrews tells us that it is alwaysdheater person who blesses the lesser.
Because he knew God, Jacob is well aware that Bthasaa mere man, not the god the
Egyptians treated him as. | suspect his blessingr@raoh, both when he comes into his
presence in verse 7 and when he leaves in verss J&¢ob’s way of communicating to Pharaoh
that God is the source of all that he, Jacob, end®haraoh enjoys. And | suppose Jacob’s
response to Pharaoh’s inquiry about his age isyaoivgelling Pharaoh that age is not what
matters, rather one’s relationship with God.

| see one other blessing in this story that isaitalized, but I'm certain it is observable. And
that is the unity that must have been experiengetiib family. During the decades that my
sister Mary was away from the Lord, there was abvaypit of awkwardness in our family
reunions. Since the other four children in the fgmiere all in the ministry, we loved to talk
shop, talk theology and share what the Lord wasglwi our lives. But that made Mary very
uncomfortable, so when she was around we wouldatadkit the weather and the stock market
and trips we had taken, so as not to offend heer @e past three years our reunions have been
so much better. No one has to hold back. In faetyMind Rob often initiate a discussion of
what God is doing in their lives and in their churc

| strongly suspect that for the first time in deeadoseph’s brothers are able to really relax
around their father, and that for the first timeethis family really enjoys unity.

| want to mention just one more development insioey:

Request and promisg47:27-31)



Look at chapter 47:27-31.:

Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the regidiioshen. They acquired
property there and were fruitful and increased dghg& number.

Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the yadrs life were a hundred and
forty-seven. When the time drew near for Israaliég he called for his son Joseph and
said to him, "If | have found favor in your eyest pour hand under my thigh and
promise that you will show me kindness and faitigfss$. Do not bury me in Egypt, but
when | rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypd bury me where they are buried."

"l will do as you say," he said.

"Swear to me," he said. Then Joseph swore to hih]srael worshiped as he
leaned on the top of his staff

Jacob asks Joseph to promise that he will not hedin Egypt but rather that his bones will be
returned to Canaan. He believes God that a gréiainaould spring from his family and that
one day they would return to the promised landthats where he wants to be buried. This is
Jacob’s way of expressing his belief in what Gosl pr@mised.

Now | want to take just a moment to talk aboutttienlogical importance of this family reunion
in the story of salvation. The Joseph story exgldive origin and preservation of the people who
later came to be known as Israelites or Jews. l@ddoromised the patriarch Abraham that he
would have a progeny as numerous as the sande @e#ishore. Yet several hundred years after
that promise the family numbers only 70 people. Bad forgotten His promise? No. But they
are living in a land known as Canaan, where lif@iggh and hard. How is God’s promise going
to be fulfilled?

Through a famine God takes the family to the lah@aoshen, where the circumstances are ideal
for them to grow into the mighty nation that Godmised. They will multiply incredibly over

the next 300 years. Yet God doesn’t want them tmine too comfortable or to assimilate the
culture of Egypt. So he allows pressure to be adddy a new Pharaoh, one who knew not
Joseph. Life eventually becomes so unbearabldhbdtord raises up a deliverer, Moses, to lead
them out of Egypt. Do you remember the divine sqlily offered in Hosea 11:1: “When Israel
was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt | callegt son.” God did indeed call Israel out of
Egypt some 400 years after Joseph, but of couese thas an even greater fulfillment of that
prophecy according to Matthew 2:15, when Mary aogkfh were forced to flee from Herod to
Egypt with the baby Jesus, but God called Him duEgypt back to Israel to live and work and
preach the Gospel and then die for the sins oivibrid.

Now | would be remiss if | didn’t mention that tleas an incredible family reunion coming one
of these days that will cause Jacob’s and Josephigon to pale in comparison.

Looking forward to an even greater family reunion(1 Thes. 4:13-18)

Listen to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18:
Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant abbasé who fall asleep, or to
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grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 8lieve that Jesus died and rose again
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesussthwho have fallen asleep in him.
According to the Lord's own word, we tell you tivat who are still alive, who are left till
the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precdtiese who have fallen asleep. For the
Lord himself will come down from heaven, with ad@ommand, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, anddead in Christ will rise first. After
that, we who are still alive and are left will baught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be wvita Lord forever. Therefore encourage
each other with these words.

Every one of you has lost loved ones, some recanillyyou may be going through significant
grief. If your family member knew Jesus as his @r &avior, there will be a reunion, and you
can prepare for it, not only by making sure of own eternal destiny but also by investing in
eternal things. You can anticipate it with gredtgté¢. The remainder of your journey could
have some detours to places like Egypt, but stoparship along the way. God will bring you
back. Follow His directions. When you finally aiat that reunion, | can assure you there will
be incredible emotion, not only in meeting yourddwvones but even more in meeting Jesus
Christ face to face.

Have you RSVP’d to the invitation to the Ultimatankily Reunion? You can do so by placing
your faith and trust in Jesus, who died for you aratle it possible for you to attend.



