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SERIES: Joseph: From Pit to Prominence
SERMON: From Dreamer to Prime Minister
SCRIPTURE: Genesis41
SPEAKER: Pastor Dick High

Introduction: The amazing journey of Joseph'’s life continuesrifold in unforgettable ways as we come to
Genesis 41. The account in this chapter has twogpyi areas for focus. The first is the two dreanmas the
Pharaoh of Egypt has along with his pursuit ofrti@erpretation. The second is the significantrges that
occur in Joseph’s life as he becomes involvedeninkerpretation of these dreams. This is a lengttapter.

| do intend to read a majority of it through theucse of the sermon. Throughout we will be lookiag f
Biblical principles that are instructive for us &yd

The initial portion of the chapter that | will regdfrom verse 1 through verse 14When two full years had
passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing biXillee 2 when out of the river there came up seven
cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among thesr@eéifter them, seven other cows, ugly and gaanmge

up out of the Nile and stood beside those on trexlvank. 4 And the cows that were ugly and gawntpt

the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke Idp.fBll asleep again and had a second dream: Seven
heads of grain, healthy and good, were growing @mgle stalk. 6 After them, seven other headsaihg
sprouted—thin and scorched by the east wind. 7tAihéheads of grain swallowed up the seven heattlily,
heads. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dredmtl& morning his mind was troubled, so he sent f
all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaddh tteem his dreams, but no one could interpret tham
him. 9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaolddy | am reminded of my shortcomings. 10 Pharaoh
was once angry with his servants, and he imprisanednd the chief baker in the house of the camfin
the guard. 11 Each of us had a dream the same,ragliteach dream had a meaning of its own. 12 Now a
young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of tipata of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he
interpreted them for us, giving each man the intetation of his dream. 13 And things turned outotiyaas

he interpreted them to us: | was restored to mytjpos and the other man was hanged.” 14 So Pharaoh
sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought froendilngeon. When he had shaved and changed higgJoth
he came before Pharaoh.

As the text details, we are now two years afterctineclusion of chapter 40. Clearly what occurdhet time
builds upon what we noted last week from an eadéasion in Joseph’s life when he interpretedrdsea
Before we consider the dreams of Pharaoh thataesirhere, please give your attention to the viesy f
phrase in verse 1. The way this phrase is worddgeitHebrew is quite interesting. Here is howtdrhlly
flows; “And it came to pass from the end of two rgedays...” This phrase is quite different from thve t
generalized phrases we noted in chapter 40 — “swneelater.” It is very specific, and appears topbasize
that it was at the very extremity or cut off poofitwo years time, which has passed one day atea fThis
could possibly mean that we are again on the kastiad Pharaoh (see 40:20). If that is true, sucinty
could have significant impact on the chief cupbeanmecollection of Joseph’s interpretation of digam
which was fulfilled exactly two years previouslyh@ construction of the phrase could also convetythese
had been two long years in Joseph’s life, passimgite by minute, hour by hour, day by day. | betidoth
of these perspectives are reasonable interpresabidiine text. And if the latter is true, thingse aertainly
about to change!

Pharaoh has two dreams in relatively close proyiwittime, both in the same night. They involve two
groups of cows (seven in each) and two groupseoh#ads of grain (also with seven in each). Hagnogvn
up on a farm, | do not find these unusual subjrtdreams. But the activity that occurs and thetiast
between the two separate groups of cows and tlegatepheads of grain does capture one’s atter@bn.
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specific interest is the context for Pharaoh, the who had these dreams. In the words of H. C. dleup
his Genesis commentary, “Egypt was known as theagyaof the ancient world. Seven ears on a stalie we
not at all uncommon. These seen in the dream veei@ump’ (literally: ‘fat’) that it was a pleasute
behold them...” The second group of seven headsamh gras not only “thin,” they are also described as
“scorched by the east wind.” This description otther phenomena in Egypt is likely explained by the
following. “A phenomenon of Egypt's climate is thet spring wind that blows across the country. The
winds, known to Europeans as the sirocco and t@tayys as thi&hamsin usually arrive in April but
occasionally occur in March and May. The winds fonnsmall but vigorous low-pressure areas in the
Isthmus of Suez and sweep across the northern @bAstica. Unobstructed by geographical featutbs,
winds reach high velocities and carry great quiastiof sand and dust from the deserts. These sandst
often accompanied by winds of up to 140 kilomepashour (86 mph), can cause temperatures tosise a
much as 20° C (35 F) in two hours. The winds blotegrimittently and may continue for days, causegh
in people and animallarm crops, and occasionally damage houses arastnfcture.” It was this second
group of heads of grain, already thin and now doeidy this east wind, that devoured the earlieagyr
That would catch your attention.

What about the cows? Consider this information hyoine Seawright in an article entiti@édimals and the
Gods of Ancient EgyptHathor, Isis, Nut and Bat were... goddesses who wéen depicted as cows, with
the horns of cows or with the ears of cows. Becafiskis, and because of the relationship of therpbh as
a living god, the cow came to symbolize the motifahe pharaoh. The cow was also a solar icon, &her
Nut carried the sun across the sky on her backnwhe was in cow form.”

This part of the dream, which occurred first, wasgbly more disturbing to Pharaoh, because of the
prominence of cows in his belief system. But thdrewan apparently similar message is repeated with
heads of grain, it is not surprising to observestatéement found at the beginning of verse 8.

These things troubled Pharaoh’s mind. He is digidirhere was inner turmoil as he would bring his
thoughts back repeatedly to these dreams. His pttanfinding an interpretation is unsuccessfulthiis
context the chief cupbearer recalls his own expegdrom two years previously, and relates that to
Pharaoh. Hearing that, and very desirous of soteegreting his dream, Pharaoh summons Joseph from
prison. One can only imagine the thoughts of Josese is told of Pharaoh’s request and as hedesame
of the context of why he is being summoned.

If the previous two years have gone by at an appatew pace, that is something that will soon gerand
change dramatically. We’'ll see that shortly, butant to give focus to one application before moving
forward. There is significant evidence in GeneSis8d 40 of God’s sovereign, active, and persaaua for
Joseph during the years when he was a slave anawtiiée in prison. | am quite certain, becausehef t
length of time covered in those chapters, thakethere times when Joseph saw more of that evidbace
at other times. What | believe is stressed in fienong phrase of chapter 41 is that God is verymaic
work, even when there is an abseatebservable affirmation. On those occasions wédrenday seems to
drag into the next, we need to know, we need tebe| we need to trust that God is “up to somethikig
is very much at work for His purposes. The evideioceais to see that may be less, or perhaps caesides
nearly nonexistent, but the reality is differerrfr mere appearance. Philippians 2:12-13 emphdsize t
when it statesTherefore, my dear friends, as you have alwayseaibeynot only in my presence, but now
much more in my absence — continue to work out galwation with fear and trembling, for_it God who
works in youo will and to act according to his good purpose.

The Dreams Restated and I nterpreted vs. 15-32



Let's return to Genesis 41, now at verse 15.Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a dream, and m® @an
interpret it. But | have heard it said gbu that whernyou hear a dreanyou can interpret it."
16 "I cannot do it," Joseph replied to Pharaoh, t'&od will give Pharaoh the answer he desires."

Joseph makes a similar statement in chapter 4hButording here is a more direct statement ofdith,
of his belief in God’s ability to do this, and |llewve gives a greater acknowledgement of Josephlsility.
The first thing that Joseph wants understood iswieen an interpretation is given, it will be quapart from
himself;| cannot do it!''He is merely the means through which God will dmsthing only He can do!

It perhaps would appear to be only a minor diffeeem emphasis between the statement in chaptand0
that here in chapter 41. Yet it does provide iniicathat even during those two years that manghav
seemed to drag along, Joseph'’s faith is develogmbdeepening. In the words of John the Baptistroigg
Christ, “He must increase and | must decrease.”

Joseph seeks to draw Pharaoh’s expectations amayhimself and focus them on God. And because it is
God that will give the answer, the result will lyipeace to Pharaoh’s troubled mind. The word tededlin
the NIV as “desires” is the Hebrew wasHalom!God’s answer, provided through interpretation ef th
dream, will cause the strife and turmoil in Phafawohind to cease!

As believers in Jesus Christ, we have strong presmdé peace given to us such passages as | Peter 5:7 —
Cast all your anxiety on him because he caresdor gnd Philippians 4:6-7 Bo not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petifiauith thanksgiving, present your requests to God the
peace of God, which transcends all understandiniggward your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesu

The peace that Pharaoh will experience will ocaaduse meaning will be given to his dream, andwfiat
be followed with the offering, and ultimately impientation of a plan that will meet the challengyegrs
that are ahead, as revealed by the dreams.

We will not read Pharaoh’s relating of his dreamddseph. But let’s do pick up the account in v@&se25
Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Phaaaelone and the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh
what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cowseaen years, and the seven good heads of grain are
seven years; it is one and the same dream. 27 &lendean, ugly cows that came up afterward arersev
years, and so are the seven worthless heads af gcairched by the east wind: They are seven ydars o
famine. 28 "It is just as | said to Pharaoh: Godslsnown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 Seans pé
great abundance are coming throughout the landgyfd, 30 but seven years of famine will follow them
Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgott@nd the famine will ravage the land. 31 The aburéan
the land will not be remembered, because the fathiaiefollows it will be so severe. 32 The readuon t
dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is thatrtfater has been firmly decided by God, and Gobdwil
it soon.

This interpretation highlights the duplication tleaturs within the dream. It identifies the emphaisat
such duplication is meant to convey. It also camfsd®haraoh with the reality that he is not soggrerhe
statement in verse 28 conveys that. God has (shtwansed Pharaoh to see what he (God) is about.to d
The form of the verb indicates that Pharaoh ispabée of seeing this on his own (or through theeetxge

of all the magicians and wise men of Egypt). Héhesrecipient, not the cause! The other point gbleasis
is that regardless of the level of abundance -tandl be significant — during the first seven ysathe latter
seven years will be extremely difficult. The abunckawill be “forgotten” and the land “ravaged” aodiog
to verse 30 (Lit. = it will do us in). The abundarivill not be remembered” and the famine will s=vere”
according to verse 31 (Lit. — grievous, heavy, hard
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| do find it of interest that God has respectedr®bla’s position by giving the dream to him and ayone
else. The concept as explained in verse 25 iSGbdthas graciously placed this reality in cleavwieefore
Pharaoh. The word “revealed” refers to placing &enaery conspicuously before someone. This
emphasizes that God is being very gracious to siteatcuth here to Pharaoh. It would be inaccuiate
think that God would always, or even often, givesush specific warnings of impending difficulty. tims
situation it did suit His sovereign purposes taltise details to Pharaoh from the next fourteemsy€an a
broader scale Scriptures do provide us with washofgsins’ consequences — “the wages of sin aréhlea
and warnings of eternal separation from Him aparnffaith in Christ. In speaking such truth God is
gracious even then.

Recommended Response vs. 33-40

Let’s return once again to the text. | will readrfr verse 33. These are Joseph’s words which fdiisw
relating of the interpretation to the dreai33."And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning andevman and
put him in charge of the land of Egypt. 34 Let Riwdr appoint commissioners over the land to takéladf
the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of dhnce. 35 They should collect all the food of thyesed
years that are coming and store up the grain untlerauthority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cifiesfood.
36 This food should be held in reserve for the tguito be used during the seven years of famiaewtl
come upon Egypt, so that the country may not beeduby the famine."37 The plan seemed good to Bhara
and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked th&an we find anyone like this man, one in whothés
spirit of God?"39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ¢8iGod has made all this known to you, there isrme®
so discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall béange of my palace, and all my people are to submnit
your orders. Only with respect to the throne witld greater than you."

We are not told of any time delay in the transitimm verse 32 to verse 33. If there was some tirae
elapsed, it was likely brief. It was very soon afteseph concludes relating God’s interpretation of
Pharaoh’s dream that he initiates the suggesti@ncoimprehensive response. | believe this allows gsse
a bit of the skills with which God has gifted Josgmd that have been honed in previous adminstrati
positions. | think this provides a glimpse of havgdph thought, how his mind worked when faced with
challenging situations. But | also think this iseatimony to God’s continued blessing in Josepfés That
is certainly the perspective of Pharaoh, when &stin verse 39 “Can we find anyone like this noag in
whom is the spirit of God?” In the words of comnant H. C. Leupold, “The Spirit of God did more tha
merely enable Joseph to interpret the king’s drdsrenabled him to furnish a comprehensive plandet
this unusual emergency. This plan is as mastesfwas the interpretation that preceded.”

Just a short time earlier Joseph has entered ésempce of Pharaoh on temporary release from paisdn
now Pharaoh is ready to place him in the seconladsigposition in all of Egypt! WOW! The implicatismof
that action quickly unfold in verse 41ff.

Before moving forward, | do want to suggest thrppligations. First, these verses again give withess
Joseph’s faith. He is so certain that God has givempretation to these dreams, and that His pnétation
is accurate and will occur that he boldly sugg#stsplan laid out beginning in verse 33. Because s
emphasized that these events will soon begin (e\82), he believes there is no time to delagsur
faith translate so readily into appropriate actiQ&?tainly this is a unique situation and God iwatk in
unique ways. Yet, Joseph’s response of faith as@dctions taken on the basis of his faith provide a
challenging example for us to both verbalize antdogom faith into action! Second, we can see heedtlier
picture of why God had placed Joseph in lesseatsin of administrative oversight to sharpen hiisk
Joseph now faces an enormous challenge. But Goldeastaking His time to develop in Joseph thdsskil
and experience necessary. That does not ignonsaruht the power of God’s presence in his life ted
wisdom that God can and does give. It is justW&how can begin to understand the earlier yearses



thirteen years, actually from God’s larger perspect_et’'s thank God for such times in our life, they

rare or often, when we can say “Aha, so that istd@d has been about in my life.” He certainly ban
trusted to work in our life, not just today, bus@lin view of tomorrow. Thirdly, and this reallytsa stage
for moving on to the final verses of this chapteimk with me about the importance of humility.dlieve
that what we observe during the past 13 yearssdplus life is that God is at work nurturing thegence of
humility in Joseph’s heart. It is not there whend@®egins the process, but it is there now. | fimese words
again from the pen of H. C. Leupold so on targéte‘feel very keenly that Joseph never for a moment
thought of himself as a possible candidate for reghdinistrator. Verse 16 shows how little Josemujint
of turning the situation to his own advantage. Haterly unreasonable for one who had never heldftice
of state, who, besides, was a foreigner and #tilbat smelled of the prison whence he had beenghitou
for such a one to anticipate immediate advancetoemposition second only to that of Pharaoh!” tidi
later he also comments, “Only a man like Josegipaed by adversity and sorrow, could meet a sudden
elevation like this without pride and self-exalbati” If God is seeking to nurture humility in yoleart, are
you willing to accept that today, as difficult &t may appear to be?

Significant Changesvs. 41-57

As | read now from verse 41 through verse 52, vag# the breadth of changes that occur in Joséfeh’s
He goes from being a slave, in prison, to nearlyrigtted freedom. There is an enormous change iiipos
and scope of responsibility. He will get marrieddaometime in the next seven years will have ofild
And from an overall perspective he will transitibom overseeing and managing a time of abundahed’t
a great way to begin your career), to managinga bf increasing famine.

41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I hereby put yatharge of the whole land of Egypt.” 42 Then Phlarao
took his signet ring from his finger and put it dwseph's finger. He dressed him in robes of fimenliand

put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had hire fida chariot as his second-in-command, and men
shouted before him, "Make way!" Thus he put hichiarge of the whole land of Egypt. 44 Then Pharaoh
said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, but without your @dvoo one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt."” 45hBraoh
gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gavideinath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be
his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land ofpEg}6 Joseph was thirty years old when he entdred
service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph wahfrom Pharaoh's presence and traveled throughout
Egypt. 47 During the seven years of abundanceathe produced plentifully. 48 Joseph collected lad! t
food produced in those seven years of abundangEgypt and stored it in the cities. In each citypl the
food grown in the fields surrounding it. 49 Josepdred up huge quantities of grain, like the sahthe

sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping redmrdause it was beyond measure. 50 Before the géars
famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Aselaaighter of Potiphera, priest of On. 51 Joseph
named his firstborn Manasseh and said, "It is beea@od has made me forget all my trouble and all my
father's household.” 52 The second son he namerhiBpland said, "It is because God has made mefduit
in the land of my suffering."

That is so incredible! Were things now so good flweseph had all his past pain and sorrow erasetlire
memory? Absolutely not!!! But God has been verycgras to him. One interesting consideration is that
even now, God has not accomplished the fulfillm@Enioseph’s own dreams! In those dreams it was his
family that bowed down to him, not Egyptians! | idgertainly like to know what he did think abobeses
unfulfilled dreams, and about his family in thahtext; but at best, | can only speculate.

Of course, we know the rests of the story. We ktimat in time his brothers will bow down before hifilhe
transition toward that time begins to unfold wittrse 53.53 The seven years of abundance in Egypt came
to an end, 54 and the seven years of famine bggstras Joseph had said. There was famine in albther
lands, but in the whole land of Egypt there waslfd® When all Egypt began to feel the famineptuple
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cried to Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told ak thgyptians, "Go to Joseph and do what he tells"you
56 When the famine had spread over the whole cpuitiseph opened the storehouses and sold graineto
Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughoupEdy And all the countries came to Egypt to biarg
from Joseph, because the famine was severe inealorld.

| know that | need to close soon, but | do wargtare these additional thoughts:

Earlier | presented the commentator’s perspechige“Only a man like Joseph, schooled by adveesity
sorrow, could meet a sudden elevation like thiswaut pride and self-exaltation.” The more we see th
breadth of change that rocketed through Josegdhsdspecially beginning at verse 41, the more that
highlights the enormous change that God had acaesmipl his life to bring about humility. What | wiato
emphasis is the importance of that characterigttbe health of a church family. On the back pdgeach
weekly bulletin we print the statement of our noessiThat mission declares our desire as a chucch “t
glorify God through honoring His name, teaching Wiwd, loving His people, and expanding his kingdom
Today, as every week, we expand a portion of thesion. The focus this week is on loving God’s geop
The first sub-point states “We value loving relaships characterized by humility, honesty, acccuiitg,
forgiveness, and restoration.” Allowing God to aogdish humility in our lives is something we valag a
church family. | would encourage mutual prayer thatbe receptive to God’s work toward that purpgose
each of our lives. | would encourage mutual prdlyat we relate to one another throughout this dhurc
family as those on a journey of maturing faith tbge. None of us have arrived. We all have thingsty
learn. Even when we receive a promotion and perégpescially then, humility is to be desired. Wechtee
care, encouragement, and understanding of oneemdthd even when we believe that we are right liatw
we say to another, especially in the context ofemiron, we must strive to speak with true humibgfore
God.

Secondly, as | think about the sovereign workin@otl to accomplish his purposes, | think of sitoagi
here, not just “out there,” or in someone elséd&s LLimited time will only allow two suggestionsnfemail
forwarded to me early this past week originatedifane of our families visiting relatives in Colurabi
(South America, not Missouri). A relative therglanting an evangelical church in his home, andenvily
conversations in time centered on children’s migpisthere was inquiry regarding AWANA, which upon
investigation has Spanish material. Interesting Bawinistry that we've invested in for 30+ years ks
past year touched the life of a family new to Hirste. They may be the conduit in helping to bmildistry
in a new church plant in Bogota. Is that merelgwmnstantial? | suggest it is evidence of the seiger
working of God to accomplish his purposes. Ano#reail this past Monday was from one of the workers
we support through our mission budget. Their farhéy previously worked in a creative access coubtry
has now returned to the US (over 2 years ago?jdoeas some needs in the life of grown childrere Wdry
city to which they returned has become the locatitbere numerous families of the ethnic backgroumt! a
language they left have immigrated to the US. Saitieno doubt know of whom | speak. Further, their
home church is the church where our former serastqes, Tom Macy, is how pastor. Pastor Tom
participated in our second vision trip investiggtministry to this people group. Is that merely
circumstantial? Again, | think not. | believe batistances are admittedly small yet certain witrteske
sovereign working of God to accomplish His purpdasesugh us. We need that encouragement. And I'm
grateful for these two timely reminders.

Finally, we've spoken a great deal about the sagetg of God throughout our examination of thess la
two chapters (40 & 41) in Genesis. In light of thatill close with a quote from Donald Gray Barniseun
an article entitled “The Sovereignty of God.” Ifleets the time in which he lived, specifically g and
following WWII.
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“Do you not believe in the sovereignty of the geestaff of the army? Our joint armies, Americam an
British, were all waiting in England in 1944 for Day. At that time by common consent one man had bee
chosen to say “This is the day,” and Eisenhoweriwasipreme and sovereign command. Nobody
guestioned his right to say, “This company shaltlggre and land under the emplacement and diei5“Th
one shall go there and do this.” We recognize itjig of a commanding general to say to one mankéTa
this map and find this bridge; take a parachuyep¥er, drop down over the bridge and destroyntl we
will give your widow the Victoria Cross,” and toather, “That lorry over there is bogged down in hined;
go and blister your hands and get it out.” If aggahmay do this, please allow God Almighty to doatvHe
wills. He knows what He is doing. He has a vitarpfor all that is going on, and we are part odlithough
we do not know why. There were many men in the aning did not know where they were going; whether
they would be sent to Norway, Greece, or anywhkse @hey recognized the right of their officersemd
them where they would. Shall we not recognize idpet iof God to be sovereign?”



