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Introduction : In the Wichita Eagle ten days ago there wasraci@about the 946 billionaires

in the world today, including 6 Kansans, severavbbm are from Wichita. Do you have any
idea how much money a billion dollars is? If yaididollar bills end to end it would take nearly
a million of them to reach from here to Emporiaut B billion of them would go around the
world 4 times! That is serious money, except wthenFederal government spends it, in which
case it is treated as chicken feed.

Today we’re going to talk about treasure—not jbsthillionaire variety, but the treasure each of
us possesses, and we all have some. I'm kindaof tiere’s no ulterior motive driving this
message. We’re not raising funds for any spepifigect, the general fund is in good shape, and
we’re out of debt. We’'re talking about money totegause Jesus talked about it. As we work
our way through the Sermon on the Mount, (somewlaainded, | suspect, due to the convicting
themes we have encountered), we come this moraimatthew 6:19-24.

Jesus shatters several common misconceptions Chi#sts have about treasure (Matthew
6:19, 20)

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on eartiere moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store upyfmrselves treasures in heaven, where
moth and rust do not destroy, and where thievesaddreak in and steal.

The first misconception has to do with . . .

1. What we should do with treasure: store it up.Hoard it! Surprised at that? Laying
up treasure is God’s plan for His children; it &umlly a command we are to obey. Please note
that Jesus is talking about actual treasure—monéyaluable possessions. He’s not just
speaking figuratively to communicate that spiritpatsuits are more important than earthly.
After all, He uses the same term to describe reaktrre on earth and real treasure in heaven.
Furthermore, the term “store it up” conveys thdarmbf stockpiling or hoarding. The original
Greek carries the connotation of stacking or laypnghorizontally, as one stacks coins. Jesus
urges us to stockpile treasure.

The second misconception Jesus shatters has tdldo.w

2. Whom we should store it udor: for ourselves He’s saying we should act in our
own self-interest. Now He doesn’t say we shouldoat of “selfishness.” There’s a big
difference between the two. Selfishness is whepuveue gain at the expense of others. But
when we stockpile treasure the right way, it doeseduce the treasure available to others,
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because God doesn’'t have a limited supply of tmeasudistribute. So we can act in our own
enlightened self-interest and at the same timeueuitse glory of God, because what is to His
glory is always for our good.

So we should be in the business of stockpilingstie®, and we should be doing it for ourselves.
Third, Jesus tellsus . . .

3. Where we should store it up: in heavenWhenever you talk to a real estate agent,
he will almost always tell you there are only thteiags that matter when you buy a house:
location, location, and location. Well, locatids@matters when it comes to stockpiling
treasure. Storing up treasures on earth is stupidring up treasures in heaven is wise.

First, storing up treasures on earth is stupid.y¥VBecause of what tends to happen to it. If the
treasure is cloth, such as rich clothing or orientgs, then it is susceptible to moths and other
insects, mold and mildew. If the treasure if matas subject to rust and corrosion. As a matter
of fact, deterioration, decay and destruction isttappens to most earthly treasures. Itis true
that a few treasures, such as those found in Kutts Tomb, survive for thousands of years, but
what is that in relationship to eternity? Mostthrtreasures do not survive even a century.

Our text goes on to indicate that even valuablestware not susceptible to being eaten by
insects or corroded by rust can be stolen by tisie®/en Tut’'s tomb was not found intact.
Experts believe it was robbed twice in ancient gnveith perhaps 60% of the metalwork being
removed during those robberieBy the way, Tut was a very minor Pharaoh whosgbtbad

just four rooms at the end of a long passageway. been in that tomb and am amazed that all
those treasures in the Cairo Museum came out setfew rooms. On the other hand, the tomb
of the great Ramses Il had something like 130 ro@mginally crammed just as full with
phenomenal treasures—but every single item wasrstnf thieves.

There are other ways, of course, that earthly treasan be lost. Bad investments have cost
many their life’s savings. Galloping inflation des/ed the nest egg of many older people in the
late 70's and early 80's. The fact is earthlysweais always temporary. Proverbs 23:5 says,
“Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gomeh&y will surely sprout wings and fly off to

the sky like an eagle.” The next time you buy & ar, imagine it sprouting wings and flying
off, never to be seen again. The Psalmist’'s adwviakes a lot of sense: “Do not be overawed
when a man grows rich, when the splendor of hisbaoncreases; for he will take nothing with
him when he dies, his splendor will not descendh\wim” (Psalm 49:16-17).

Friends, when Jesus warns us not to store up tesasua earth, it's not just because wealth
mightbe lost; it's because wealth wélwaysbe lost. Either it leaves us while we live, or we
leave it when we die. There are no exceptions.

Now please understand that Jesus is not condem@altgh, but the hoarding of wealth here on
earth. He is not prohibiting things, but rathex tbve of things here on earth. He is cautioning
us against making stuff our treasure and storing ihere on earth as if it had ultimate



importancé” It's just plain stupid!

But fortunately, earth is not the only location whé&easure can be stockpiled. Storing up
treasures in heaven is wise. Why? Well, for dmegt, there are no moths or rust in heaven;
there are no thieves to break in and steal; nitreie inflation. Treasures stored in heaven are
secure and safe.

But if you're thinking with me at all at this poirtsuspect the question uppermost in your mind
is this: “OK, storing up treasure on earth is gtuptoring up treasure in heaven is wise; so how
do | get it from here to there?” I'm glad you agkeRandy Alcorn has written a wonderful little
book called “The Treasure Principle,” which is deded to answering that very question. | have
borrowed his title this morning, as well as somaisfbiblical insights.

The Treasure Principle: You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead (Luke
16:1-9)

The truth of this principle is taught in several Ndssages, but before we look at them, | want us
to briefly examine some important corollaries te grinciple. These are what we might call
presuppositions, pre-understandings, truths we grasip before we can internalize the Treasure
Principle.

Corollary 1: God owns everything; we’re just His maey managers (Psalm 50:10-
12) This is basic, friends. If we accept the gapdichotomy between the sacred and the
secular, believing that God is only concerned aboutspiritual lives, not our business lives, our
leisure, our politics, or our finances, we will eewiscover what the treasure principle is all
about. God is sovereign over all of life and Héhes rightful owner of all we call our own,
including our money. The Psalmist says that Godthe cattle on a thousand hills and every
animal of the forest belongs to Him (Psalm 50:1K), 1 That’s just one of many verses of
Scripture that indicate to us that it's all His!

This truth can have some powerful implicationsdar daily lives. The story is told that a
distraught man rode his horse up to John Wesleytsig, “Mr. Wesley, something terrible
happened! Your house burned to the ground!” Wesieighed the news, then calmly replied,
“No. The Lord’s house burned to the ground. Thatns one less responsibility for me.”

Corollary 2: God has the right to determine how Hispossessions are useqMatt.
25:14-30) The logic is airtight. If our moneyiaiately belongs to God, then only He has the
authority to decide what we should do with it. &rtde has given us delegated authority as His
managers, and He actually allows us a fair degirselbdetermination, as the well-known
Parable of the Talents in Matt. 25 reveals. Theemwn that story gave a certain amount of
money to each servant and let them decide howvstrit. But the owner had definite
expectations about the end results, and He appdigdrds and sanctions to each servant,
depending upon the level of faithfulness each atddb While God actually lays down very few
rules about our use of money, He does give us@f jptinciples which, when applied with



wisdom, enable us to discover His will in regaratw finances.

Corollary 3: Our hearts always go where we put God money (Matt. 5:21) This
comes directly out of our text for today—Matthe\® B: “For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” The truth of this should devmus. Have you ever made a large stock
purchase and then just forgot about it? Probably if you buy a thousand shares or more
you’'re inevitably going to be checking the stockrked returns regularly to see how your
investment is doing. If you purchase a luxury gay’re going to keep it clean, make sure it's
serviced regularly, and park it where no one’s gamding it. As surely as the compass needle
follows north, your heart will follow your treasure

I've heard people say, “l wish | had more of a héarmissions.” Well, Jesus tells you exactly
how to get it—right in this verse. Put your momeynissions and your heart will surely follow.
Do you wish you cared more about eternal thingbnTallocate more of your money from the
temporal to the eternal, and watch what happensneyl leads; hearts follow. God wants your
heart.

Corollary 4: Materialism is self-destructive. (Ecclesiastes 5:10-15). There's a
fascinating passage in the book of Ecclesiasteégdabases primarily on the spirit of materialism
that results from the love of money. Listen tosthevords:

Whoever loves money never has money enough; whogeerwealth is never
satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless.

As goods increase, so do those who consume thehwifat benefit are they to
the owner except to feast his eyes on them?

The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eis &ir much, but the abundance
of a rich man permits him no sleep.

| have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealdrded to the harm of its
owner,

or wealth lost through some misfortune, so thatwie has a son there is nothing left

for him.

Naked a man comes from his mother's womb, and asrhes, so he departs. He
takes nothing from his labor that he can carry is hand.

Randy Alcorn finds eight results of materialismttb@ame right out of this short passage:
1. The more you have, the more you want. (10).
2. The more you have, the less you're satisfig@). (
3. The more you have, the more people (includieggbvernment) will come after it.
(11)
The more you have, the more you realize itlgttdf benefit except to look at. (11)
The more you have, the more you have to wdroyia (12)
The more you have, the more you can hurt y&urgénolding on to it. (13)
The more you have, the more you have to I(s®.
The more you have, the more you'll leave beh{a8)

©o~No A
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Isn’t it amazing, in view of these results, thainsany people are obsessed with materialism?
Isn’t it even more amazing how much of a grip matexm tends to have on many Christians’
lives. The Evil One has sold us a bill of goods!

Corollary 5: When God prospers me it is not only taraise my standard of living but
also my standard of giving. (2 Cor. 9:10-11) | don’t have a problem with Ctiéss improving
their standard of living. Moving to a larger housanaking an upgrade in cars isn't
automatically sinful (it can be, depending uporuahber of factors, including whether we are
robbing God (Mal. 3:8) in order to purchase itjut Biends, we must not lose sight of the fact
that God’s rich blessings also lay a responsibdityus. God comes right out and tellsasy
He gives us more money than we need. It's notesgan find more ways to spend it. It's not so
we can indulge ourselves and spoil our childrdis nlot so we can become financially
independent, even from God! He tells us why ino?2.©:10-11:

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and breaddorwill also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge thevést of your righteousness. You will
be made rich in every way so that you can be gersena every occasion, and through
us your generosity will result in thanksgiving tods

| wonder how many Christians have ever stoppetitiktthat one reason they aren’t rich may
be that God knows their hearts and knows thaey tlere rich they wouldn’t be generous with
it but selfish. I'm sure that’s not always the €af®r the widow who gave her mite in the
Gospels was both poor and generous. But | think @ithholds wealth from some because He
can't trust them with it.

Of course, God grants us resourcesamty So we can be generous, but also because He loves
us. He knows that we money managers have legéimatds. He doesn’t demand that we live
in poverty. He doesn’t resent our making reasanakpenditures on ourselves. | happen to
believe He delights in giving good things to Hisldten and watching us enjoy them.

But let’s use our imaginations for a moment. Swggpgou were the chief executive of a

privately held company. The owner paid you veryl wed provided plenty of fringe benefits.

But then he discovered that you were using comgpamys to buy a mansion and several very
expensive sports cars. He also discovered whenegypense reimbursements came through that
you were flying first class on all company tripgysng in $1000/night hotel suites, and eating
regularly at Ruth’s Kris Steak House. Don’t yoinththe owner might call you to account for
squanderingHis money? Especially would that be the case sfddvn Son, the Heir Apparent,
didn’t live high on the hog when He was workingree Company!

Having examined these important corollaries to Theasure Principle, | want us to return to the
principle itself:

The Treasure Principle: You can’t take it with you, but you can send it amead (Luke 16:1-
9)
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Jesus teaches this clearly in a parallel passaigatimew 6, namely Luke 12:33. He says, “Sell
your possessions and give to the poor. Providsgsuior yourselves that will not wear out, a
treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, &vherthief comes near and no moth destroys.”
Apparently one way we can store up treasure fosedues in heaven is to give to the poor. Jesus
taught the same thing when he said to the rich gauter, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell

your possessions and give to the poor, and youhaite treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me” (Matthew 19:21). Money given to the poor biywe disciple of Jesus becomes treasure in
heaven. In fact, it appreciates by 10,000 percdasis says a few verse later (verse 29)!

Paul says something similar in 1 Tim. 6:18-19 wherurges Timothy to command his
parishioners to “do good, to be rich in good deeadsl, to be generous and willing to share. In
this way they willlay up treasure for themselvékere’s the same phrase Jesus used in the
Sermon on the Mount) as a firm foundation for tbentng age, so that they may take hold of the
life that is truly life.” It appears from this theve can stockpile heavenly treasure not only by
giving to the poor, but also by doing good deeds la&ing willing to share.

But the passage that teaches the Treasure Primegseclearly is Luke 16:1-9. Two and a half
years ago | preached on this passage, but | thim&uld be wise to briefly review it this
morning. It is the ultimate explanation of how are to fulfill the teaching of Jesus in Matthew
6 about storing up for ourselves treasures in heale other words, He tells usto do it in
Matthew 6; then He tells usowto do it in Luke 16:1-9:

Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich mansehmanager was accused of
wasting his possessions. So he called him in akddahim, 'What is this | hear about
you? Give an account of your management, becausegmnot be manager any longer.’
The manager said to himself, 'What shall | do ndy?master is taking away my job.
I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed tp-beé know what I'll do so that, when
| lose my job here, people will welcome me intirtheuses." So he called in each one of
his master's debtors. He asked the first, 'How mdeckhou owe my master?' 'Eight
hundred gallons of olive oil," he replied. The mgeatold him, 'Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it four hundred." Then he agkedsecond, 'And how much do you
owe?' ‘A thousand bushels of wheat," he repliegltdid him, "Take your bill and make it
eight hundred.” The master commended the dishomasiger because he had acted
shrewdly. For the people of this world are moreestul in dealing with their own kind
than are the people of the light. | tell you, wsaldly wealth to gain friends for
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will beareed into eternal dwellings.

This parable, known as the Parable of the Dishobeesvard or the Parable of the Shrewd
Manager, depicts a first-century commodities manageused of fraud and terminated by his
boss. He hates to even think of taking a lowelisgajob than he had, so he devises a plan. He
goes to his employer's debtors and reduces theisdgome 50% and some 20%—so that when
his termination takes effect he will have friendgake him in.

When asked why he was doing this, the stewarde@plisuppose, "Who knows? | may need a
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friend some day. Don't forget me." It was a vagwer thing to do. True, it was thoroughly
dishonest, but it was also unquestionably shreMe .uses his head to make a couple of warm
friends, before he has to walk out into the coltghworld of employment.

The parable ends in the middle of verse 8, arglat this point that Jesus begins to apply its
moral lessons to the lives of His disciples. l'mmesglad He does, because we might not know
what to do with this story if He didn’t helped usto The first lesson is a general one:

1. Christians should be shrewd as well as good8b) Jesus states this principle negatively in
verse 8 as he laments the fact that "The peogieiofvorld are more shrewd in dealing with

their own kind than are the people of the lightHere is no hint that Jesus is commending the
manager’s dishonesty. It is taken for granted @taistians will be honest. But that is not
enough—-a Christian should also be smart. This genaas shrewd, clever, and prudent in the
way he used money to prepare for the future, andheeld be the same. It's as though Jesus
was placing a want-ad in the paper: "Wanted: GQumemple with this bad man's business sense."”

Every Christian is ultimately going to be in thengaboat as this manager. We, too, are facing
the certain end of our material resources. Wighfaw years at best, each one of us will stand
before God with no wealth, no money, no titlesjnftuence. All that will be left behind. We
brought nothing into this world and there is nothime can take out of it. Or can we? As a
matter of fact, there is something you can také yutu to the other side—and that is friends!
And that brings us to a second moral principle Sekaws from the parable:

2. Christians should use their possessions to makends. (9) Jesus goes on, "l tell you, use
worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, battwhen it is gone, you will be welcomed into
eternal dwellings." The term “worldly wealth” iahslated “mammon" in the KJV. It is the
same word Jesus uses in our principal text, Mat@w, when he says “You cannot serve God
and mammon, or Money, or worldly wealth.”

Why is it calledworldly wealth or the mammon aeinrighteousne$s Because there is often a
good deal of worldliness or unrighteousness iremming and use of money—tax manipulations,
gambling, greed, cheating—as well as in the spenaliit. The next time you hold a $20 bill in
your hand, think about all the evil things that naye been done with that very bill in the past
year. But there is a way to redeem that $20 tsk-itito make a friend. And Jesus clearly
defines the friends He’s talking about as those mlag welcome us into eternal dwellings.

| suggest to you that this concept could be a m@oadigm shift for many of us, a whole new
motive for generous giving: godly giving is allal making friends for God. In order to
accomplish that, it is not enough to pray for thet;l we must also be willing to pay for them,

too. Now when | say “pay for them,” I’'m not talkiradpout the practice of some religious faiths
whereby one is encouraged to give a certain antouhe church so special services and prayers
will be said for your departed loved one. No, 3asualking about investing in them while they
are still living, with the goal of reaching themtiwthe Gospel! Heaven should be populated
with people who will welcome us when we arrive hessawe invested in their salvation. Or, if



we get there firstwe can welcomehem

Now this investing can be done either indirecthydwectly. Whenever you give money to a
Bible-believing local church where the Gospel isgmhed, you are indirectly using your money
to make eternal friends, even if you never getrtovk them personally. Some of your
investments may be in a mutual fund, called thetFHree Missions budget. It allows you to
have a small investment everywhere our church hssionaries and outreach. Another mutual
fund is Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. As yaive to that great seminary, you are
investing in every local church, every Bible Schawid every mission where its graduates
eventually end up serving!

But there are alsdirectways in which we can use our material possessmnsake friends.
Today we have a group of people in southern Memaustering with Ed Aulie to a number of
Indian nationals. Thirteen of our people left &04am this morning to spend their Spring Break
doing demolition work for victims of Katrina, alhé while making friends for God.

Think for a moment about how a salesman makesdsielile studies his product, studies his
client, takes prospective buyers to nice restagramitertains in his home, etc. He realizes that
you can't make money without spending money. Winukin't we use these same methods in
personal evangelism? Businessmen, have you ket tn associate to a fancy restaurant with
the specific purpose of sharing your faith? Wheun lave an extra ticket to a WSU basketball
game, do you always take a friend from church oyaosometimes take someone who has yet
to become a friend of God?

The Treasure Principle tells us that we can't tekath us, but if we invest it shrewdly, we can
send it on ahead.

Conclusion Let me close with a couple of simple questions:

1. What treasure has God given you?

2. What is God asking you to do with it?
Bruce Wilkinson writes, “The people I've met whaanost faithful with their money are also
the most free of its entanglements. They are ties ® admire most, because they understand
that if you don’t serve God with your money, youlwerve your money'” That's how Jesus
ends this part of the Sermon on the Mount. He Baysrse 24, “No one can serve two masters.
Either he will hate the one and love the othehe@will be devoted to the one and despise the

other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”

When we serve God, we are using God’s money tomaglish His wishes. But when we serve
money, we are using God’s money to accompiishwishes. And when we do the latter, we
inevitably follow our human instincts and keep owney here. But that is simply not a wise
investment strategy. The fact is we have insideatedge of an eventual worldwide upheaval
caused by the return of Christ to earth. At trahpU.S. currency and every other currency will
become worthless (even earlier, if you die firsFriends, Jesus is the foremost market timer.
His financial forecast for earth is bleak, but Hefseservedly bullish about investing in heaven.
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