Series: The Good News, as Reported by Matthew

Sermon: Follow Jesus: Turn your lives around and turn the world upside down!
Scripture: Matthew 4:12-13, 17-22

Speaker: Josh Black

Greeting:

Good Morning! My name is Josh Black and | am thetBr of Student Ministries here at First Free. |
would like to direct your attention to the annoumeat in the bulletin regarding the Family Life
Weekend to Remembdrwould like to encourage all of the married ptas here this morning to
consider attending this conference. There arehmes for this seminar available in the courtyard a
attached to the back of those brochures you widl & sticker with some helpful financial informatio
My wife Maggie and | will be attending the confecerthat weekend and would like to invite you all
to join us.

Also, please note that my sermon outline in théetinlwas completed before my sermon was
completed and therefore may not follow my teachimgrder.

Introduction :

| ran across an interesting study a few yearswagen | was working with Young Life. There was a
man who had set out to discover what being onbeflR disciples of Jesus would have been like. So,
in an effort to reproduce this experience, he dstige would listen to the Gospels on audio tapeyeve
day. His regimen was to listen to the whole of @uspel book every day for a month. So he would
listen to Matthew in its entirety 30 times a moritten he’d move on to Mark and listen to it for a
month and so on. He repeated this exact patter&a$oyears — listening to each of the Gospels abou
225 times. At the end of his study he came to ncamglusions, but the most profound thing he
discovered was how many times the phrase ‘followaueurred in the Gospels. He observed that the
phrase ‘follow me’ occurred at least 78 times ia ¢fospels, where as the phrase ‘born again’ was onl
found once.

| came from a background where being ‘born agams whe desired goal in all of ministry and so this
study really peaked my own curiosity. | have reamdifascinated with this study ever since. The
youth ministry staff and | here at First Free heagently revised our mission statement to read
‘Making Followers of Jesus for a Lifetime.”

This change was motivated by a more recent stuatystiows that more than half of the teenagers
raised in Evangelical homes will leave the churiterahe age 18 ‘never to return.” Could it bettha
many of these students are not ‘followers of Jésiisiere is a big difference betwebalievingin

Jesus with your head and heart &itbwing Jesus with your life. My staff and | have spent a
considerable amount of time trying to define whabéans to be a follower of Jesus and how to work
along side of families to see that students becértiewers of Jesus for a lifetime.’

But before we look at the text in Matthew | woulkelto look briefly at some of the historical
backdrop to our text.



Narrative/Background:

Herod: The Greatest Builder in Jewish History.

Herod the Great was the ruler of Palestine wheans)ess born and his influence on leadership
remained present when Jesus began his earthlytrginis looking at how Jesus lived in Herod’s
world, | hope to be able to show how we should liveur world today.

Like all powerful leaders, Herod the Great wanteteave his mark on first century Palestine. And
Herod accomplished that goal. He was the mostrioot® leader of his day.

As Christians, we think of Herod as the jealousgdimat killed babies in Bethlehem. But Herod was
also a great builder. Herod must have been aregnder, a think he must have been a goal setter an
I’m confident he was a big egomaniac. To illugtrahat Jesus’ world was like we will first consider
Herod’s own palace, Herodion, and then Sepphdréscity Herod’s son Antipas’ rebuilt.

The Herodion

The Herodion, was the third largest palace of &g,dt was built in the wilderness near
Bethlehem...Its buildings covered forty-five acrelsoé and were surrounded by nearly two hundred
acres of palace grounds.

This is a great picture of Herod’s power and iliasve of his leadership irflcentury Palestine. This
structure stands in stark contrast to the cavstatne, that Jesus was born in. Herodion was ®nly
miles from Bethlehemhttp://followtherabbi.conhas constructed a diagram that shows the humble
birth site of Jesus, in the shadow of the toweHiegodion in the distance.

Do you realize that the Herodion, despite its asize beauty and nearness to Bethlehem, is never even
mentioned in the NT? Could it be that Jesus neven visited it?

If you will open your Bibles now to the book of Miagéw and turn to the fourth chapter; we will begin
reading in verse 12 which picks up the accounestig’ life, following his baptism and temptation.

Matthew 4:12-13
“When Jesus heard that John had been put in priserreturned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he
went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the iakbe area of Zebulun and Naphtali”

Now right before Jesus begins his earthly minikys living in Nazareth where he grew up. And the
text tells us that John has been put in prisonis iBhJesus’ cue; it is time for Jesus to begirehishly
ministry. But why does he move to Capernaum? #emhtioned before — Bethlehem was 3 miles
from Herodion. An interesting coincidence is tRahiles from Nazareth was a town that Herod’s son
Antipas had rebuilt called Sepphoris. It is imsinow, but during Jesus day it was a flourishibg c



Sepphoris

Sepphoris was actually the Capital of Galilee! Sepphoris was home to one of the largest theaters
the first century. The city was laid out in theslsitRoman pattern with a colonnaded street leatiing
the forum. It also featured a citadel, a gymnasiamelaborate water system, and probably a bathing
complex?

Now if Jesus does most of his ministry in Galilkey is there not so much as a mention of Sepphoris,
the capital of Galilee, in the Bible?

Jesus walks right past it all Jesus lives his life as though Herod’s world neveaxisted Jesus
doesn’t seem interested in the government, ententit, athletics, architecture; the pomp and power
of Sepphoris. He walks right past all of this amdinto Capernaum; an insignificant small town loa t
northeast corner of the Sea of Galilee. Why dievhatk past Sepphoris?

Was it because Jesus didn’t believe in ‘thinkingj Di
Did Jesus not have big dreams; did he have any goddig plans?

Did he have a ‘mission statement’ posted on thé efdlis office in Nazareth (or did he leave ittire
file cabinet like so many companies today do)?

| believe he did have a mission. But his goals methods were very different from that of world he
lived in —and much more effective.

Please note: Herodion and Sepphoris today are +uine Church of Jesus Christ is alive!

So what was Jesus’ mission statement? What wets'Jgoals? And how did he plan to accomplish
it all?

Herod's goalseem plain to me.
To rule all of £ Century Palestine

Jesus goals are maybe not so plain, so let us eesunreading in Matthew 4 at verse 17.

Matthew 4:17
‘From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Reptmtthe kingdom of heaven is near.’

“When Jesus speaks in terms of Kingdom he is speatlg in the largest and most comprehensive
terms available to him.”

What were Jesus’ go&@do rule theentireworld and be worshipped by all creation, &irof history
past, present and future and to rule your enfieeals well!

So if Jesus is Kingdom focused why did he choosesthall town of Capernaum, on Sea of Galiéee,
the place to begin his ministry and call his dikesf



Capernaum was:

* A haven for orthodox Jews

* There was no theater, no citadel, no capital, mmewic wealth like Sepphoris
* The people valued community, synagogue, Torahipfice

* It was a small, rural, Jewish community; full afngile people

» Capernaum was also the home of some of the mosivresd Rabbis in Israel.
* And education was central to the life of Orthodews.

Education:

These Jews would have looked up to their Rabbige ultimate goal of education in these
communities would have been to become a disapéeRabbi. But becoming a disciple is not an easy
task.

Their education was very rigorous.
1. From the age of 6 to the age of 10 the goal of &t would have been to memorize the
entire Torah by heart. Genesis, Exodus, Levitiblusnbers and Deuteronomy — memorized!
If a student did well during these years of edusatind showed promise they may move up to
the 2%level of education

2. It would begin around age 11. The goal here wbeldo memorize the rest of the OT, and
thoroughly understand the theology found in the Tffyou didn’t make the cut at this stage of
education you would begin working in the familydeaor business. Only the best of the best
moved on to the'3stage of education.

3. This last level of education was called disciplpshA student good enough for this level of
education would seek out the Rabbi of their chaioe apply to an apprenticeship of sorts. The
ultimate goal of discipleship was to learn evenmythihe Rabbi knew and to become just like
the Rabbhi

If the Rabbi thought the applying student couldi@eh this goal of discipleship then the
student would enter into a discipleship relatiopshith the Rabbi. The disciple would then
leave his family, and occupation (if he had ona}l would devote the next 10-15 years of his
life to continual association with the Rabbi. Athe disciple would hope to become a Rabbi
himself at the end of the apprenticeship.

This idea of discipleship was not a concept thatigéntroduced to the Jews. When he calls the
disciples to follow him, they would have understabe significance of the cafl,”

This is the historical backdrop for our main téxstmorning.
Please turn now in your Bibles to Matthew chaptbedinning in verse 18 or follow along on the
screens.

Matthew 4:18-22




As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of GalileeaWwawo brothers; Simon called Peter and his
brother Andrew. They were casting a net into k] for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,”
Jesus said, “and | will make you fishers of meit once they left their nets and followed him. rgoi
on from there, he saw two other brothers, James$a@ebedee and his brother John. They were in a
boat with their father Zebedee, preparing theirmedesus called them, and immediately they left th
boat and their father and followed him.

You may not know a lot about the history 8fdentury Palestine, but | would venture to say thast
of you have heard this story and you know thatdlemen were used by Jesus to change the entire
course of history, foreveite turn the world upside down!

And how did Jesus do it? | want to draw 4 condnsifrom our text this morning.

These points are not found in your bulletin and matt be on the screen, however, they will be mbste
on the internet later this week if you are intezdst

They go as follows.

Proposition/Division: Follow Jesus — Turn your life around and turnwioeld upside down!

1. Although it is only through Jesus’ power that therl is changed, he calls us, ordinggople
like you and me, to build his extraordinary kingdom

2. Our part is simply to respond to Jesaall to discipleshighrough true repentance - turning
completely away from ourselves (and our kingdong) tmwards Jesus and his kingdom.

3. Repentance is proved by obedient lives that ardlywbevoted to God, not by heads and/or
hearts that merely believe in God.

4. The life of discipleship and the ministry of makidgciples is Jesus’ way of expanding his
Kingdom

Confirmation:

1. Matthew 4:18-19

Let's look a little closer at these 4 young merudesould use to turn the world upside down.

Matthew points out that these men were fishermea fe@ason. These young men were likely
teenagef’ and if they were fishermen in their parents’ bhess then they were not following a Rabbi.
And if they were not following a Rabbi what doeatttell us about these young men? Could it be that
they hadn’'t made the cut in their education? Cdubé that they weren’'t good enough? Not good
enough for Herod’s world; not a part of the upparedon in the community at Capernaum either?

Do you ever feel like you're not good enough tovean the Kingdom of God?



| believe that these men would have understood wiabk to become a disciple and that when Jesus
called them to follow him that they would have ursieod that he intended for thembeHis

disciples. These young men were not good enoughate it in the educational and religious setting
of their day, but now Jesus, the great Rabbi, tladise B teamers; the scrubs, to become his déscipl
Jesus doesn’t seem concerned with their credentiallg their obedience.

He is in essence saying, “you can be like me, youdo what | do — follow mé&.What
encouragement! What significance he brings ta theis. Can you imagine what the disciples must
have been thinking? “Me?” “You want me, a fisharma flunky, to be a disciple of you the Great
Rabbi — Jesus?”

Remember, that in the Jewish educational stru¢hatethe disciple would seek out the Rabbi. But in
this case Jesus seeks out the disciples. Jessigrsay

John 15:16
“You did not choose me, but | chose you and appdigbu to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.”

Jesus didn't build a huge palace or theater tacta bunch of people to himself. Jesus wasrot g
events. Jesus was the big event. Jesus touctiedlinal lives; the lives of the outcasts; my lfe
your life! Jesus is no respecter of persons. &hedo extraordinary things through very ordinary
people. But he does the work; not us.

It is not about us. It's all out Jesus. But Jedoess call us to respond to him. He requires e
Before we explore our role as obedient follower€bfist | want to draw your attention to a potentia
discrepancy between Matthew and John’s accourdgsafsicalling the first disciples. | hope this will
help us understand discipleship better.

2a. Matthew 4:12
In Matthew’s account John the Baptist has beersttieand he is not around when the first disciples

are called by Jesus. However, in John’s Gospel flod Baptist is the one who actually introduces th
first disciples to Jesus.

| do not find that there is a contradiction or digzancy here. These are not two accounts of the sa
event. These are two entirely different events

These two men, along with a few others, were intced to Jesus, by John the Baptist. However, they
did not enter into a discipleship relationship wldsus at that moment. It was not until after bkn
Baptist had been put in prison and Jesus took upgreent residence in Capernaum that Jesus
presented the formal ‘call’ of discipleship to tadeur mer.®

It is essential that we understand that thereclear distinction here between belief in Jesus and
following Jesus._When John the Baptist introdubesdisciples to Jesus they believe in Him at that
point. But believing Jesus was who he said he wastithecsame thing as leaving your old life behind




and following Him. Please understand that althoymin cannot follow Jesus without filsélievingin
Him, you can believe’in Jesus without beingfallower of Him

2b. Matthew 4:17
In verse 17 our text tells us that Jesus messag&Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.’
| believe there may be some confusion today comugtthe definition of Repentance.

Repentance is not simply being sorry for your sind believing Jesus is the Savior. Repentance is
turning completely away from your current life (aymlur kingdom where you sit on the throne) and
towards Jesus and his kingdom where he rules tiverse as well as your life.

Beliefin God, if it is sincere, will inevitably changeyr entireoutlookon life and yououtlookon the
world you live in, bufollowing Jesusill ultimately change your actual lifend how you live it.

Story

| personally came to faith when | was 12 years dldwever, | was continually frustrated over the
next 10 years as what | believed and how | livedevte/o very different things.

At the age of 21, | was really wrestling with a g&ge in Hebrews 6 that said, ‘if you fall awaysit i
impossible to be brought back to repentance.’tltet this passage was talking about me and that |
was in danger of ‘losing my religion.” As | prayadd talked through this passage with trusted disen
| felt like God was speaking to me and saying, hJeghy are you so wrapped up with questiohs
belief and salvation and simply put your faith iaidior®? - ‘Follow me!”

| was a college student at the time and one nigét Ghristmas break this all came to a head. lemad
a commitment to God that night that | would take faiyh beyond my belief and that | would become
a follower of Christ. | don’t claim to have livedgreat life every day since then and | dopropose

to you that the disciples did either. What | doknis that when our lives are ‘me’ focused we will
continue to hit a dead end. And when our livescargered and focused on Christ then we have the
opportunity to allow him to change us and thoseiadous.

| think this point is further illustrated as we loat the rest of this passage.

3. Matthew 20-22

The text tells us, beginning in verse #@at upon hearing the call of Jesus to ‘followhthat the
disciplesimmediatelyleft their nets; they also left their boats — thiss their means of making a living.
James and John left their father, too. It seenmsgdhat Verse lintroducesus to discipleship —
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” — Ingise verses put flesh on what discipleship really i
and what it means to follow.

Some of you may be familiar with the story of theroenaries who fought alongside the Christians
during the Crusades. In order to be a part ofahestian army they first had to be baptized. But



when they were being baptized they would hold teeiord out of the water. In essence they were
saying, “you can have my soul, but you can’t hayesmord!”

Discipleship holds nothing out of the water. Gagss ‘if you want to be great you have to surrender
your whole life to me; not just part of it.’

| want your job, | want your family (your marriaggur kids), | want all of your relationships, | mta
your education, | want your checkbook, | want ybone, talents, resources, | want your thought life;
want all of you!

The great paradox of the Christian life is thataxe called to give up everything in order to gain
everything. And Jesus is our perfect model. Heegap his life in order to restore life to his wéol
creation. If we are to fulfill the goal of discgdhip_we are to then become just like Jesus add jost
what Jesus doed/Ne give everything we have in order to gain gileng he has.

So how do we practically ‘follow Jesus?’
How do we respond to the ‘call’ of discipleship?
Or as the question in your outline asks, “Are yaesponsible Christian?”

A lot of the popular self-help literature availalideus today defines Responsibilityterms of the

human choice and will. They tell us that we araamous beings that have thbility to Chooseour
Responséo any situation — hence the term Response-Abley say that our success therefore will be
determined by how much we exercise this facultthefhuman will.

| feel that although this may sound good on théaserit is only partial truth.

Only Jesus has thbility — not us.

All we have is ouRespons#o the call. We are called to surrender and &®yob

As the hymn says ‘He is able, more than able.’ iBuirder to experience Jesus’ victory in our lives
we have to respond.

Keep in mind that it was the very Word of God tballed the disciples. The same Word of God that
spoke creation into existence. There is powehénWord. But we have to listen to the Word if we a
to respond to the Word and how can we listen toMoed if we don’t read the Word?

We are to follow. This idea of following impliescantinual relationship. How can we be in
relationship with Jesus if we don'’t talk to himdAhow can we talk to Jesus if we don’t pray?

4. The Great Commission

This is what it means to be a disciple: turn ydferaround — direct your whole life to Jesus. Ahis

is what Jesus means when he says he’ll makdisioers of mer- | will turn the world upside down
through you. In the Great Commission Jesus calt® umake disciples of all nations. He calls ubdo
like him and do what he did — make disciples. Téithe way of Jesus and it's in direct oppositon
the way of the world, which values things over gdeop



I’m convinced that if we would simply turn our liseéowards Jesus daily, and then pour our lives into
the lives of the people around us (starting with@un families), that more people would come to
know and follow Jesus than any outreach event wédaver dream up.

On the other hand our witness is ruined when wieabelieve and how we live are out of line.

Digression:

| am so excited to celebrate with you all this emgrihe elimination of our building debt, the fdith
giving of this church and to dream big dreams li@r future of the Church. But I will confess to you
that | am scared that Satan may use a great bjgldsinthis to distract us.

Conclusion/Exhortation:

You can climb a ladder with passion, but if at tie of the ladder you realize that you had it up
against the wrong wall all along then your climbimgy be in vain. | want to challenge us as a
congregation to dream big dreams for this churchfanour own lives, but to not adopt Herod’s ways
of building. We need to put as much, if not maiae and energy into plans for expansion in
discipleship as we do into expanding our facilig@sl ministries that support discipleship.

Who holds the blueprints to the building projecyaour life?

Let us be known as followers of Jesus who weréfiaiand obedient and who ignored the methods
and goals of the world and instead adopted Godidsgaf Kingdom building. Let us build into the
lives of people and not ever become distractedbybtilding of things!

Remember that Jesus chose very ordinary peophailtbiis Kingdom. Herod died a failure and
remnants of his dominion lie in ruins today; Jesh@nged eternity! Regardless of what you think of
yourself God has the ability to transform your lifdesus Kingdom will never be in ruins and He will
not leave your life in ruins either! All you hat@do is respond to his call — let him be the gkaag
and the great builder in your life.

For asPhilippians 1:6 says, “..being confident of this, that he who began a gootkwn you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Chrigsiis.”

Would you pray with me?

Prayer:

Lord, give us strength and encourage us. Caluti®foour comfortable lives and into discipleship.
Let us experience life to the fullest as we truat,yfollow you and honor you with our whole life.

May your Kingdom come, may your will be done — ur tives!
To God be the glory — through Jesus Christ our Lord

AMEN
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