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As we enter this Advent Season, we need to be dedionce again that Christmas is ultimately theysto

of God reaching out to those who are alienated frtam and inviting them to become His friends. That’
what brings real joy to the world-when former enesrtbecome friends. While there are many great words
in Christian theology—words like forgiveness, séiwa, redemption, justification, sanctification,
glorification—one of the greatest to me is “recdiation.” According to the dictionary, reconciliati

means “the reestablishing of cordial relations leemvenemies.”

| suspect almost no one would question the neerefamciliation today, because there is so much
animosity in the world around us. We see it donsaditi in broken marriages, politically in the hatis
Congress, racially in walls separating the raaggyiously in hatred between Muslims and Christjans
Catholics and Protestants, Hindus and Buddhistsdaity we are bombarded with animosity every time
we listen to the mainstream media or talk radio.

What a shame when people waste their lives in aagebitterness toward one another! What a shame
when the head of the religion department at thevésity of Kansas offers a course designed
specifically, even in its title, to denigrate andka fun of people of faith ("Special Topics in Ren:
Intelligent Design, Creationism and other Religiddyghologies”)! What a senseless tragedy when little
children in Iran are taught that all Jews and &iti€ians are children of Satan and deserve tdlleelk
What foolishness when schools and local governnamdseven merchants try to remove every trace of
Christmas from the public square! We long for regletion but enemies just seem to multiply. Theatl
of “peace on earth, good will to men” seems fatettindeed.

But believe it or not, the need for reconciliat@mong people iminor compared to the need for
reconciliation between people and God. In face teconciliation among people is probably impossibl
without first experiencing reconciliation with Gddwant you to listen carefully for the term
“reconciliation” in the second paragraph of ourifftire passage this morning. The text is 2 Corarthi
5:11-21:

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Loreltsy to persuade men. What we are is plain to God,
| hope it is also plain to your conscience. We rawetrying to commend ourselves to you again, beit a
giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, Battyou can answer those who take pride in whaeen
rather than in what is in the heart. If we are @fitour mind, it is for the sake of God; if we ameour
right mind, it is for you. For Christ's love compels, because we are convinced that one died fcarad
therefore all died. And he died for all, that thagko live should no longer live for themselvesfbutim
who died for them and was raised again.

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly pofrview. Though we once regarded Christ
in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if arey in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come! All this is from Gdub, reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: thatd3mas reconciling the world to himself in



Christ, not counting men's sins against them. Amtids committed to us the message of
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadas though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Beonciled to God. God made him who had no
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might bezdme righteousness of God.

Now | want to begin with a fact that doesn’t coniectly out of this passage but which is a
necessary inference from it:

The need for reconciliation presupposes that peopkre alienated from God.

If there were no enmity between God and man, thexdd be no need for reconciliation between
them. Strangely, | believe the average person dershimself friendly toward God, or at the worst,
apathetic. Even atheists would not consider therasebod’s enemies; after all, how can you be an
enemy of someone you don't even believe exists!tBaifact is, the Bible clearly states that
unbelievers are enemies of God—not even neutradiivtely opposing Him. And I’'m not just

talking about wicked people—terrorists, child alsasand abortionists—I'm talking about
entrepreneurs, housewives, corporate managerseisaengineers, students, members of the
Rotary Club. James 4:4 says thAhyyonewho chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an
enemy of God.” Romans 5:10 speaks specificallyeleelsers and claims that at one time we,
including Paul himself, “were God’s enemies.” Thautly, however, nothing is more clear in the
Scripture than that God has devoted Himself tomeitimg with His enemies, and He considers no
price too high to pay.

Now the word “reconcile” (or a form of it) is uséal make four different affirmations in our passage
today:

1. God reconciled us (i.e. He made peace with us).
2. God gave to us the ministry of reconciliation.

3. God has committed to us the message of recatioiit
4. God urges people to be reconciled to Him.

These four affirmations raise lots of interestihgdlogical questions. For example, why does Paul
imploreusto be reconciled after telling us that God hlasadyreconciled us to Himself? And if
reconciliation is somethinGoddoes, why arevegiven a ministry of reconciliation? And what's the
difference between thainistry of reconciliation and thenessag®ef reconciliation? We’'re going to

try to answer all those questions, but let me $taguggesting that “the ministry of reconciliation

is another term for “sharing the Gospel.” When gbare the good news that Christ died for our sins
you are essentially telling people who are estrdrigem God how they can become friends with
Him.

First, let’'s consider two motives for taking on theistry of reconciliation:

The ministry of reconciliation is motivated by twofoundational truths: (5:11-15)



The fear of the Lord. Verse 11: “Since, then, we know what it is to féee Lord, we try to

persuade men.” Persuade them of what? Well, théendomtext concerns the Gospel, the truth that
Jesus died and rose again, thereby paying thetgdorabur sin. Paul wants to persuade men that
they need to repent and to turn to Christ for feegess. But how is the fear of the Lord a motiwe fo
doing that? Two weeks ago | spoke on the Judgmesit & Christ. Look again at verse 9, 10: “So
we make it our goal to please him, whether we ahmme in the body or away from it (whether
dead or alive). For we must all appear before ukginent seat of Christ, that each one may receive
what is due him for the things done while in thelyjpovhether good or bad.”

We talked about the fact that this judgment isardy comforting but also sobering. A healthy fear
of the Lord and of his searching judgment of ouedi ought to cause us to carefully exantioe

we are building God’s church. Back in 1 Cor. 3 Paitl that “fire will test the quality of each
man’s work. If what he has built survives, he wéteive his reward. If it is burned up, he will feuf
loss; he himself will be saved, but only as onepsy through the flames.” Are our lives, our
words, our attitudes, our actions drawing peopléa&Savior or turning them away? No wonder
Paul says, “Since, then, we know what it is to tharLord, we try to persuade men.”

Please understand that Paul’'s reminder here ofsGmhing judgment is not an attempt to scare
unbelieversnto heaven; rather it is given believersas a means of spurring them on in faithful
sharing of their faith.

In the next few verses Paul makes it clear thabwis efforts to be faithful at persuading people of
the truth of the Gospel have not been easy. In flaetCorinthians have frequently misread his
motives. They seem much more impressed with outveadership skills than with the heart of the
leader. Some have even accused him of being in3artdis he responds, almost humorously in
verse 13, “If we are out of our mind, it is for thake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is fo
you.” But no matter how they view him, the feartloé Lord keeps him focused on the task of
persuading people to accept the Savior.

But there is another motive which is, if possil@een more powerful than the fear of the Lord:

The love of Christ Verse 14: “For Christ's love compels us.” Feaa istrong motive, but love is
even stronger. Paul was absolutely convinced #sisIChrist did the most loving thing possible for
one person to do for another— He gave His lifdH@r friends. Paul states in Romans 5:7, 8: “Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man (I thimk means a pious person, you know, the kind who
is so heavenly minded he is of no earthly goodugn for a good man someone might possibly
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own loveisan this: While we were still sinners (His
enemies), Christ died for us.” Wow! What evidentéwe! And it’s that love that Christ
demonstrated so amazingly that motivated Paul nstemtly persuade lost people regarding their
spiritual need.

The Gospel is simple: one died for allThe term “Gospel” is bandied about a lot today. &lfe
know it means “good news.” But “good newswdiat?” Not simply that God loves us; or that He
sent His Son to be born of a virgin; or that bedisvgo to heaven when they die. All of that is good
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news, for sure. But the Gospel most simply stadetbne died for all.” The heart of the Gospel is
not the birth of the Savior or the perfect lifetbé Savior or the wonderful teachings of the Savior
The heart of the Gospel is the fact that He toakpdace on the Cross.

But then Paul says something strange, namely teadries for whom Christ died, also died. Here’s
how he puts it: “One died for all, and therefored&d.” That doesn’t sound like very good news,
but it is when we realize that he’s not talkingenabout eternal death; rather they have “died to
themselves,” “died to sin,” or as Galatians 2:2gssdhave been crucified with Christ.” (Now there
are some tough theological problems here that pdopé to argue about, but I'm going to relegate
those to the footnotes of this manuscript).

The implication is also simple: we should not livéor ourselves but for Him. Verse 15: “And he
died for all, that those who live should no lontyee for themselves but for him who died for them
and was raised again.” Those who have died to tblessreceive new life in Christ. But that new
life is not given to us so we can live self-focusearcissistic lives, but rather so we can live for
Him! Our lives should be devoted to the One whoegile ultimate sacrifice for us and then rose
from the dead, and now sits at the right hand efRather interceding for us. Friends, any Gospel
that isn’t grounded in the Cross and any Gospéldbasn’t result in a transformation of life is not
worth the breath it takes to proclaim it.

The ministry of reconciliation (which we are calledto) is based upon God’s own prior act of
reconciliation. (16-18)

But first Paul makes an important inference fromftttuth of the Gospel in verse 16: “So from now
on we regard no one from a worldly point of viewhat does he mean? Well, we all know how
easy it is for us to measure people by worldly gsads. If they are rich, powerful, beautiful, or
popular, we have a great tendency to defer to tiamthe other hand, if they are poor, weak,
uneducated nobodies, we can easily dismiss theahelan admits he once treated Christ and His
followers this way. Ray Stedman writes perceptiyvely

“But,” he (Paul) says, “no more. We've learned twok at people differently. We now see Christ for
who he was, the Lord of Glory, the King of the A¢fes Prince of Life, God himself become a man.”
Paul’s great Christological passages come tominthat point. He says, “We don’t regard him that
way anymore, and we don't regard other people Wy either. We see them for who they are, men
and women made in the image of God but fallen ftoive see them as victims of the devil’s lies,
bound by the power of Satan. But they are impoytighificant people because God’s image is in
them. ...

The message Paul has learned is this:

The ground is level at the foot of the Cros€Everyone has to come to God the same way—humbly
acknowledging his sin and trusting in the sacrii€éhe Savior. When you're standing here in the
auditorium and you happen to be near Brad Snajpawe Bernstorf or Merle Shofner, those guys
look like giants! But if we were all out in the jarg lot and you were in a hot air balloon, you



wouldn’t be able to distinguish those guys fromameg/ else. From that perspective size is
indistinguishable, as is 1Q or good looks, or alb@sy other standard. You see, in comparison to
God we are all dots on the landscape, or to usera hiblical analogy, grasshoppers. We're all
sinners, all of us have fallen short of God’s stadd, and therefore we all need a miracle from God
Himself in order to have our sins forgiven and éadime what God intended for us to be. And God
has done just that!

Anyone who receives Christ becomes a new creatiovierse 17: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the nevedrag!” What a statement of the transforming
power of Christ! If we receive Him as our perso8avior, we don’t just adopt a new philosophy of
life; we don't just get a new set of friends; wendgust have a new destination. We actually become
a new creation. We are born again and everythiaggés—our actions, our thoughts, our habits, our
goals, dreams, our attitudes, everything! And daesn't, i.e. if there is no difference in ourelss

since we made a profession of faith, the conclusiast follow (how can you escape it?) that the
profession was not real, that we are not, in factChrist.” | was convicted by the words of Robert
Yarbrough, one of our profs at Trinity Evangeli€avinity School:

Where . . . (life change) . . . is lacking, thesgood reason to suppose the heart still languighes
unbelief. There may be assent, there may be emabadirmation, there may be selective obedience
to gospel imperatives. There may even be impredspéays of religious activity . . . But when
Jesus called for taking up the cross and followiig, he probably had something more radical in
mind than motoring to an air-conditioned sanctuagnen-ing the show, and returning to the real
life of Sunday TV and family fin.

Friends, we must not minimize the powerful, effeetilife-changing nature of a true conversion
experience! But when this metamorphosis happengjedget any credit for it? No!

God is the one who took the initiative in declaringHis former enemies to be His friendslt says

so in verse 18: “All this is from God, who recordlus to himself through Christ.” If He did not act
first, we would remain His eternal enemies. Butditkact first; He sent His Son to the Cross, and at
the Cross Jesus satisfied God’s wrath toward akmg our sin upon Himself. Jesus made it possible
for God to declare us His friends instead of Hismares. The tendency of religious people
everywhere is to try to earn God’s friendship bgwimg Him how much we love Him or how

faithful we are. But that is backward. The Gospmsinot call us to do something for God that He
might save us; rather it announces what God has ttbsave us in order that we might trust Him.

But God has given us a part to play in this drafr@coonciliation. The last half of verse 18 sayatth
He has given us “the ministry of reconciliationfidathen in the next verse it says He has committed
to us “the message of reconciliation.”

The ministry of reconciliation involves taking theamazing message of reconciliation to God’s
enemies(18-19)

There is a very real sense in which the most ingpdnnessage we can possibly convey to people is



that God wants to be their friend. You wouldn’t knthat from a lot of Gospel presentations.
Sometimes the message is one of hellfire and bomestPeople come away feeling that God hates
them and can hardly wait to send them to hell. tAeotimes the message is one of reluctant mercy.
God will accept you if you repent and jump throwglot of ritual hoops, but you sure don’t deserve
it, and you'd better not mess up or He'll zap yBut the message of reconciliation is that God
wants to be friends, and He is willing to go sodarto give His most precious possession, His one
and only Son, in order to establish that friendship

What exactly is the message of reconciliation? ¥ &% answers that question: “That God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not e¢ditng men’s sins against them.”

God reconciled the world to Himself when Jesus diedn the Cross What exactly happened

when Jesus died on the Cross? Years ago the &tk pteacher E. V. Hill came to our church in St.
Louis and gave a powerful sermon entitled, “WhatY@a Have When You Have Jesus?” Among
the things he mentioned that we have are forgiveagsis, justification, sanctification, redemption
and so much more. But the thing | remember mosh@rprofound words on reconciliation. This
man who had experienced so much discriminationagiedation in his life said, “When you have
Jesus you have a friend in God, and thus are allde friends with others.” Of course, the only way
that could happen is for God to do something abausin problem, for it was sin that separated us
from God in the first place. And sure enough, Raatdes clearly in verse 19 that God took care of
that:

God performed an accounting miracle in regard to ousins. He says, “God was reconciling the

world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s segainst them.” Isn’t that amazing? God doesn’t
deny that we are sinners; He doesn’t ignore ows; $ile doesn’t even minimize them. But He does
choose not to count them against us. It's as thdwglooks at my ledger, with all my evil thoughts,
deeds, and words, and He enters a debit thereradidscall those sins to Jesus’ account. Then He
credits my account with the righteousness of Chitistan accounting miracle, friends, but not the
kind that Enron executives tried to pull off. Tlise is legal because my sins have been fully paid
for by the perfect Son of God.

The ministry of reconciliation is assigned to us a€hrist's ambassadors (5:20-6:2)

Verse 20: “We are therefore Christ’'s ambassadsrii@gh God were making his appeal through
us.” Once in a while our President goes to a ferelguntry and engages in personal diplomacy, but
99% of the time he works through ambassadors. Tieere also been times down through the
centuries when God Himself spoke to individual®tiyh dreams, visions, a burning bush, a talking
donkey, or a still small voice. But the principatams He has used to take his message of
reconciliation is also through ambassadors. Sonre wadled “prophets”, others “apostles”, but the
fact is God views each of His children as an amdm®s and each must represent his sovereign
accurately, with faithfulness, and with culturahsigivity. God makes His appeal to lost people
through us! Those who have been reconciled with &edcalled to be agents of this same
reconciliation to others.



As His ambassadors, what should we be doing?

We should implore people to be reconciled to God’hat's what Paul himself does in verse 20:
“We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled@od.” | go back to a question | raised earlier.
Why ask people to be reconciled if God has alreadgnciled them? The answer should be clear:
friendship has to be accepted. People don't ieitiatout they must respond to it. If they refuse t
accept God'’s offer of friendship, He will not foriten them.

Paul states the Gospel message once again in2kr#tés as though he wants to be absolutely sure
we don’t miss the heart of the issue: “God madeWwhn had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.” Theseohdy been one perfect person in the history
of mankind, and that is Jesus. All others haveedinand the wages of sin is death. Each was under
a death sentence, so none could die for anyoneNtse, that is, except Jesus. Since he had no sin
of His own, He could take on our sin and die in plaice.

Consider a scene on death row. The warden conmeeséth and announces to a certain inmate, “It's
time; come with me.” But suppose the man in the nek were to say to the warden, “Warden, that
man has become my friend here on death row. Illytas what! Let me take his place.” The warden
would laugh at the convict and say, “You can’t thkeplace, I'm going to come for you next
week!” But what if someone from outside the prisdth no crimes on his record were to step
forward and say, “I'll take his place,” that woulé another story. Probably it would be illegal ur o
system, but it would not be immoral. If he freeffeced to be a substitute, we would marvel at the
love being expressed. Well, Jesus, the only hunearglwithout a record, did just that.

Now the chapter division here is not well-placele Tirst two verses of chapter 6 are a continuation
of the thought of chapter 5: “As God'’s fellow workeve urge you not to receive God’s grace in
vain.” Paul is still talking about our assignmestenbassadors of Christ, and | believe he means
that since God has been so gracious to appoirg btiissambassadors, we are blowing it big time if
we fail to sense the urgency of our message.

We should make it clear to everyone thahow is the day of salvation He quotes Isaiah 49:8 and
then applies the prophecy this way: “I tell yoowis the time of God’s favonowis the day of
salvation.”

Once a newly assigned demon was explaining hitegfyao a veteran. “My plan,” he said proudly,
“is to convince the man that there is no God.”

“No,” said the senior devil, “That will not work. lAthe man has to do is take a look beyond the
earth and he will know that God exists.”

“Well, then,” said the junior demon, “I will convoe him that there is no devil.”

“That is more promising,” replied the veteran terapt“but, still, if he takes a close look around hi
own neighborhood, he will realize that the devikex Here’s the best plan. Don't try to convince



him that there is no God or that there is no deluist tell him there is no hurry.”

May | say to you this morning that you have no gaéee that you will see another Christmas, or
even this one. | urge you this morning, | imploceiyto be reconciled to God today.

Conclusion Friends, you may sing “Joy to the World” with ¢tmsbut there is no joy ahead for
those who are enemies of God. | can’t think of aemoonumental tragedy than declining an offer
of friendship from Almighty God and thus missing on that friendship for all eternity. In a
moment we’re going to receive the Lord’s Suppeis the Gospel in a simple meal-a little bread
and a little fruit of the vine—to signify the bodwnd blood of Jesus, which was offered for you to
provide forgiveness for your sins.

i. The course, to be offered next semester by ther@an of the Religion Department, is
entitled, "Special Topics in Religion: Intelligedesign, Creationism and other Religious
Mythologies.” Professor Paul Mirecki wrote in anahto one of his students, “The fundies
want it all taught in a science class, but thid &l a nice slap in their big fat face by teaching
as a religious studies class under the categoriiatody.” He signed the note “Doing my part
(to upset) the religious right, Evil Dr. P." A fedays later he was forced to apologize and
promise that he would teach the class “as a seacademic subject and in a manner that
respects all points of view.” The name of the claas also changed to “Intelligent Design and
Creationism.” Late note: the course was cancelledether over the weekend, and Professor
Mirecki resigned as department chairman on Monday.

ii. Sadly, theologians have argued endlessly oigestatement, “one died for all, and therefore
all died.” Some interpret it as a statement oftthversal offer of salvation, while others just as
dogmatically limit the “all” to the elect. Withospending endless time arguing fine points of
doctrine, | think we can say without fear of codtcdion that the death of Jesussisficientfor

the salvation of every man, woman, or child who éner lived. No further sacrifice is needed or
possible. Yet it is also clear that not everyonsaiged. So the death of Chrisefficientonly for
those who put their faith and trust in Christ 6gau prefer, only for those who are God’s
chosen ones. The two groups happen to be the same.

iii. Ray StedmanExpository Studies in 2 Corinthians, Power Out @&akhess107.

iv. Robert Yarbrough'Biblical Authority and the Ethics Gap: The call faith in James and
Schlatter,” Presbyterion 22 (1996): 72-74.



