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In case you have any doubt in your mind, the ansavére question in my sermon title this morning is
“Yes.” Our bodies begin to deteriorate the monveatre born, and the rate of deterioration speeds up
considerably as time goes on. Children and teeni dotice it, of course, but the 30- and 40-
something’s are already getting a taste of it,éHagheir fifties and sixties understand it quitell, and
the geezers among us are all saying, “Amen,” iy tten hear me, that is.

| was reading the other day about a group of Féosiehnior citizens who were sitting around talkibgu
their ailments (what I call “an organ recital”).
“My arms are so weak | can hardly hold this cupcoffee,” said one. “Yes, | know,”

replied another, “My cataracts are so bad | canviem see my coffee.” A third responded, “I
can’t even turn my head because of the arthritisinneck,” to which several nodded weakly in
agreement. “My blood pressure pills make me diznypther went on. And an old man winced
as he shook his head, “I guess that’s the pricgpasefor getting old.” After a short moment of
silence one woman said cheerfully, “Well, it's izt bad! Thank God we all still have our
driver’s licenses!”

Aging, of course, has some positive aspects, kike, for example:
In a hostage situation you are likely to be relddsst.
You can throw a party and the neighbors don’t eeatize it.
Your investment in health insurance is finally begng to pay off.
And your secrets are safe with your friends bec#usg can’t remember them either.

In our Scripture passage today the Apostle Paks @bout his earth suit wearing out and what heetsp
to happen when it finally godsiput Interestingly, though death is prominent inthisughts, this is not
really the somber passage we might expect. Itisadly a wonderfully encouraging preview of what w
all have to look forward to, at leastve know Christ as Paul knew Him. This morning | @oing to
read our Scripture in sections as we go throughetkie and the first paragraph we want to exansri2 i
Cor. 4:13-15.

Confidence in our own resurrection is based on fditin Christ’s resurrection. (13-15)

It is written: "I believed; therefore | have spokerWith that same spirit of faith we also
believe and therefore speak, because we knowtthairte who raised the Lord Jesus from the
dead will also raise us with Jesus and presentitls you in his presence. All this is for your
benefit, so that the grace that is reaching moré arore people may cause thanksgiving to
overflow to the glory of God.

Paul quotes here the M Bsalm, which is a Psalm of thanksgiving to Goddieliverance. Just
as the Psalmist was so confident in God’s delivegahat he couldn’'t keep his mouth shut, so
Paul finds himself in the same situation. He kndivestruth and feels compelled to preach it,
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even if his critics take him to task. You knowgps$ke who lack conviction in their hearts about
the character of God or the truth of His Word ofseek the peace and popularity that come from
mealy-mouthed preaching, making sure they donfteainy feathers. But those who genuinely
believe the truth cannot help but speaksithe truth, even if it challenges the conventional
wisdom and stirs up opposition.

In the previous paragraph Paul has acknowledgedidsih is at work in his body, meaning not
only that is he aging but even more that he isesuif) and being persecuted for his faith. But
Paul does not view his own inevitable death asgetly “because we know that the one who
raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also rasseith Jesus.” Now that's a truth worth
proclaiming! Of course, the resurrection of théewer’'s body is not a new topic for the

Apostle. In his first letter to the Corinthian ¢bi he delivered the most detailed teaching on the
resurrection in the entire Bible, and here he $¢ swummarizing and repeating his conclusion. |
think it would be helpful to turn back just two thiree pages to 1 Cor. 15 and briefly walk
through his earlier argument.

In 1 Cor. 15:12 Paul asks, “How can some of youtkaythere is no resurrection of the dead?”
Some in the Corinthian church were apparently teactinat at death the spirit goes to heaven,
the body to the grave, and that’s how it all en@leey were influenced, no doubt, by Greek
philosophy, which often showed disdain for the badyle elevating the spirit. But Paul would
have none of that sort of dualism. The human beifpdy, soul, and spirit, and God has a
future for both the material and the immateriat jgdius.

The Apostle responds to this dualistic view in eet8 and repeats the same point in verse 16:
“If there is no resurrection of the dead, thenenan Christ has been raised.” This is a powerful
argument, because even those who doubted whettieothin bodies had any future after death
certainly did not question the resurrection of 3e$or that was the cornerstone of the Christian
faith. They accepted that He was a unique case, Faul says to them, you can’t have it both
ways; if dead bodies don't rise, then dead bodastdise,includingChrist’s. If dualism is

going to be accepted, we must be consistent aadtreyen the resurrection of Christ.

Then he takes the argument one step further andgsdrat the logical deductions that follow
necessarily if Christ Himself didn't rise. It issthope that they will recoil in horror from these
deductions and therefore reject the premise upachathey are based, namely that there is no
future resurrection for believers. If Christ didtmise, Paul continues, then our preaching is
useless, your faith is useless, we are found falbe witnesses about God, your faith is futile,
you are still in your sins, dead believers are fostver, and we Christians are to be pitied more
than all men.

Now let’'s go back to 2 Cor. 4: “With the same dpifi faith the Psalmist displayed, we also
believe and therefore speak, because we knowltbairte who raised the Lord Jesus from the
dead will also raise us with Jesus and presentithisyou in his presence.” If Jesus was raised
from the dead, then so will we! These simple @#rslay, these cracked pots, have a
phenomenal future!



“All this,” Paul continues in verse 15 “is for yohenefit, so that the grace that is reaching more
and more people may cause thanksgiving to overtitotlie glory of God.” When he says, “all
this is for your benefit,” | think he is referririg everything he has been talking about since
verse 7, namely that as a mere clay pot, he is wiaken, suffering, and inevitably dying. Yet
this pot is filled with a great treasure—the lighthe knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Christ. Because of the treasure placed in heriskable to introduce others to new life in
Christ. Not only that, the pot will eventually besurrected and reach its full potential as a
creation of God.

And what is the end result? “More and more peepliecause thanksgiving to overflow to the
glory of God.” That is Paul’s greatest goal irl{br death)—for more and more voices to be
added to the hallelujah chorus of praise and wpritat Rev. 5:12, 13 records: “Worthy is the
Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealthwisdom and strength and honor and glory
and praise. . .. To him who sits on the thronétarthe Lamb be praise and honor and glory and
power, for ever and ever!”

So far Paul has talked about the confidence wéhasa in the resurrection of our bodies, but
that is future. What about between now and th@fttat about those who are suffering? What
about those who want to die but can't, like som¢hefshut-in's | know?

Perseverance is possible despite the paradoxes \aed (16-18)

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardlyamewasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. Forlght and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outwesghem all. So we fix our eyes not on
what is seen, but on what is unseen. For whatda setemporary, but what is unseen is
eternal

This short paragraph contains three paradoxes, flaat seem inconsistent and unlikely on the
surface but which are nevertheless profoundly true.

Outward/inward . “Outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly are being renewed
day by day.” Is that true of you? | know theffipart is, i.e. | know you are wasting away
outwardly. But sadly the second part is not alwalygious. Many Christians seem to get harder
and more bitter as they get older. But | also kmeany who become “Sweeter as the Years Go
By.” Randall Rice is an example. Randall has lopgte ill for the past month. | visited him
many times at the hospital, and every time | cam&yaencouraged. I've known him for over 25
years, and he seems to exude the love of Christ en@ry time | see him; the fruit of the Spirit
is growing in his life. He is wasting away outwigrbut being renewed inwardly. Isn’t this
what the prophet Isaiah promised God would do & u

The everlasting God, the creator of the ends oktt¢h . . . gives strength to the
weary and increases the power of the weak. Evethgagrow tired and weary, and
young men stumble and fall; but those who hopkerLORD will renew their strength.
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They will soar on wings like eagles; they will ramd not grow weary, they will walk and
not be faint.

Light/weighty. “Our light and momentary troubles are achieviorgus an eternal glory
that far outweighs them all.” There’s only one viRgul could refer to his incredibly difficult
trials and troubles as either light or momentang that's by way of contrast with something
else. It's as though he puts all his physicaleiriy and mental anguish on one side of a scale.
Then on the other side he stacks up the eternaf tilat is being accumulated through that
suffering. There is no comparison; the scaleditgmatically in favor of the eternal benefits.

Of course, we have to realize tladitsuffering does not produce future glory. When wies
because of our own sin, there is no glory in tha®¢ter 2:20). But when we endure life’s
normal trials with a humble, grateful, God-honoratgtude, | believe that adds to the eternal
weight of glory. And certainly when we suffer basa of our faith in Christ we can baerethat
eternal glory is being accumulated to our accodotin Piper writes of Paul, “When he is
hurting, he fixes his eyes not on how heavy the isubut on how heavy the glory will be
because of the hurt.”

Seen/unseen “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, buiwat is unseen.” We
naturally prefer the seen. Offer someone casim®®#& for a larger amount, and most are going
to take the green stuff. We have a well-known prbwve often quote: “A bird in the hand is
worth two in the bush.” But Paul says that wheroiines to spiritual issues, the world we
cannot see is just as real as and infinitely monygortant than the world we inhabit at present.
Our problem is that too often we define reality'th® material, the touchable, the seeable, the
scientific.” But the Bible makes it clear agairdaagain that there is an unseen world that
intersects our world, and we ignore it to our ovetridnent.

The paradigm example is when Elisha’s servant wanfor the paper one morning and found
his whole town surrounded with horses and chaseid to capture his master, the prophet. “Oh,
my lord, what shall we do?” he asked. “Don’t beadd,” Elisha answered. “Those who are with
us are more than those who are with them.” Theasgiooked around but he couldn’t see any
reinforcements. Elisha couldn’t see them eithet Heuknew they were there because he knew
God. He then prayed and asked God to open thitugpieyes of the servant, and as a result “he
looked and saw the hills full of horses and chardaitfire all around Elisha.” | assume this
brought a certain sense of peace and confidente teervant. And | also assume that if we
could see the angels God has assigned to protétigisen situations, we would likewise have
peace and confidence in the ways of the Lord. tk@most part, however, God asks us to trust
Him and to fix our eyes not on what is seen, buivbat is unseen.

And Paul tells us specifically why we should desthiecause what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal. The Apostle John saye world and its desires pass away, but the
man who does the will of God lives forever” (1 Joh#). Stop and think about that for a
moment. Everything we can see other than humargbeour homes, our furniture, our
businesses, our cars, our libraries, our familyypecalbums, our toys—it's all temporary.
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Someday it’s all going to be left behind, and eually it's going to go up in smoke. But the
spiritual realities are lasting and eternal—-lovership, faithful ministry, lives touched,
kindnesses done, generosity expressed.

Now in the third paragraph of our Scripture textap Paul returns to the topic of the
resurrection.

Knowledge of God'’s plan for our future helps us fae death without fear. (5:1-5)

Look at chapter 5, verses 1-5:

Now we know that if the earthly tent we live idéstroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not builhbbjnan hands. Meanwhile we groan,
longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwellingdngse when we are clothed, we will
not be found naked. For while we are in this tem,groan and are burdened, because
we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed wir heavenly dwelling, so that what
is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it mdGvho has made us for this very
purpose and has given us the Spirit as a depaséranteeing what is to come.

Please notice how Paul starts this discussioneofiutture for our bodies: “Now waow . .”
He is not offering us an opinion or a speculatioam unfounded hope. Instead he is sharing
four great truths about the future that we can simkteeth into.

1. The next body is permanent Our present body is temporary, but it will bpleeed
with one that lasts forever. Paul was a tentma@he speaks of our present body as an earthly
tent, and it's a very apt illustration. Tents byetheir very nature temporary housing. After a
while the stakes begin to loosen, the poles begbend, the canvas sags in various spots, the
cold penetrates, and it is not very comfortdble.

When Paul saysf‘the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,” he ddesmean to imply there is
any doubt about that happening. It's not a hypothE“if”; it's a chronological “if.” It means
“when” the tent is destroyed it's going to be regld with a house. Now almost anyone would
prefer a house to a tent, especially the kind ofsledPaul is talking about. First, its nature is
eternal. Second, its location is heaven. Thir, mot built with human hands (the implication
being that it is a divine production). No wondetshlooking forward to the next body! John
MacArthur speaks truth when he says,
For all, death comes like an utterly unsympathkticdlord waving an eviction
notice. But that eviction merely releases belis¥esm a wretched earthly neighborhood
to an infinitely grand and glorious dwelling in @&venly neighborhood

2. The next life is far superior Paul mentions one thing that characterizedlifeisand
that is groaning. It isn’t constant, but it iswitable, and there are many things that produce it.
We groan because of pain, because of broken nedtijps, because of dashed hopes and dreams,
because of the incredible amount of evil all arouad We groan when people act irresponsibly
and harm themselves and others around them, wiugriepeall good evil and evil good, when



innocent children are aborted, when someone whio guestions evolution is considered a
neanderthal.

But there is still another cause of groaning, dmslis one Paul mentions specifically:
“Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with tialavenly dwelling, because when we are
clothed, we will not be found naked.” Then twoses later he says essentially the same thing
again: “For while we are in this tent, we groand ane burdened, because we do not wish to be
unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly diwgll' Paul is expressing here a deep inner
desire for the resurrection body God has promigetyone whose earth suit is wearing out, or
anyone who has endured long-term suffering, caragimge. The more we suffer and the closer
we get to death, the more we long for that bodglesxribed in 1 Cor. 15:42-44:

The body that is sown (buried) is perishable, raised imperishable;

it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory;

it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;

it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritgupernatural) body.

But what is his point in twice mentioning the degio be clothed rather than unclothed? Clearly
he isn’t speaking of physical nakedness or physicahing, because in both verse 2 and in verse
4 he makes it clear that the clothing we seek isheavenly dwelling, our resurrection batly.
Thus the nakedness he abhors must be soul naketlmegsospect of being a disembodied

spirit. Yet that is exactly what Greek philosogher Paul's day looked forward to, as do Hindus
and many others today. But Paul rejects suchlagaphy and makes it clear that he is not
looking for Nirvana with the peace of extinctiorg is not looking for absorption into the Divine;
he is not looking for the freedom of a disembodipulit. He is waiting, even groaning, for the
day when God will give him a new body, in whichvad still be able, even in heaven, to serve
and enjoy His marvelous creatitn.

By the way, Paul indicates in Romans 8 that wenatealone in our groaning; the physical world
around us groans too, including, | presume, thenahkingdom.
We know that the whole creation has been groangig &he pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. Not only so, butoweselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for oudtaption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies(Romans 8:22, 23).

| personally think the hurricanes and earthquakelstsunamis and tornadoes that we see so
much of today are evidence of this cosmic groanihige bird flu and mad cow disease and the
ebola virus may be evidences of groaning in thenahkingdom. And just as the groaning of
believers ends when they receive their resurredtazties, so the physical universe “will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brouglottiné glorious freedom of the children of
God” (Romans 8:21).

In other words, there’s a great day coming not doityus but for the whole universe. God is
going to take our present bodies and recreate ttiexy;will be the same bodies but
supernaturally different—a return to Eden-like atinds, maybe even better. The same is true
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for this world in which we live. God is going takie it and recreate it as well; it will be the same
world but supernaturally different—a return to Edi&e conditions, maybe even better. Believe
me, the next life is far superior.

3. The next existence is guaranteed hat’'s what Paul says in verse 5: “Now it is God
who has made us for this very purpose and has gisehe Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing
what is to come.” Do you realize that God’s puguss not just to create us, not just to redeem
us, not just to sanctify us, but to glorify us, dhd was His intention from eternity past.

Romans 8:28-30:
And we know that in all things God works for thedof those who love him,

who have been called according to his purpose. tRose God foreknew he also

predestined to be conformed to the likeness dbbis that he might be the firstborn

among many brothers. And those he predestinealsbecalled; those he called, he also
justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

It's so certain, he can speak of it in the passeesms though it has already happened. The reason
is that we have a guarantee, a down payment,tarfgllment. Back in chapter 1 we were told
that God has “set his seal of ownership on us pandiis Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come” (2 Cor. 1:22).

4. The next home is with the Lord Verse 6-8: “Therefore we are always confident
and know that as long as we are at home in the bvedgre away from the Lord. (We live by
faith, not by sight). We are confident, | say, avalld prefer to be away from the body and at
home with the Lord.” Paul doesn’t worry himselt@@bout where heaven is, nor with its
topography, nor with its physical features. lt'sagh for him that heaven is “home with the
Lord.” In that great passage of comfort in Johmbére Jesus tells His disciples, “Do not let
your hearts be troubled”, He actually gives themyitle information about heaven—just that
it's a place. But He does tell that “I will comadk and take you to be with me that you also
may be where | am.” Paul wants to be where Jgsus

How then should we live? If we really believe tkidd has prepared a resurrection body for us,
and if we really desire to be at home with the L.draw should that affect our daily living now?
Paul gives his answer in verses 9 and 10:

Our goal is to please Him, for judgment is comiri§.9-10)

So we make it our goal to please him, whether weathome in the body or
away from it. For we must all appear before theégment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive what is due him for the things dondewhithe body, whether good or bad

Pleasing Him should be our full-time occupatiorve& when we get to heaven, pleasing the
Savior will consume our time and effort. But whilere on earth this is especially important,
because judgment day is coming. There is a lobofusion among Christians about the coming
judgment, so | have decided to preach a whole seondhe topic next Lord’s Day. I’'m going
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to leave verse 10 for next Sunday. But we dorédni wait until next Sunday to start living in
such a way that we please the Savior.

Conclusion In conclusion this morning | would like to chaibge us in respect to our own
personal attitude toward the future. | fear tleditement has superceded heaven as the ultimate
and highest goal for many western Christians. Yéesamply too happy with this world to think
seriously about the world to come, at least unéilhvear the diagnosis of some incurable disease.
Glutted on the second-rate happiness of this wartdare too full to hunger after God. David
Van Biema wrote iMTimemagazine’s 1997 Easter essay, “Does Heaven Exis&t’for most
people “the current generic heaven still deliverewpeople need it most . . . at the death of a
loved one. Why bother with it any other time?” &hs the last time anyone wrote a heartfelt
and thoughtful song about heaven? When was théras we even sang one?

It's time, friends, for us to say with Paul, and paly to say but to believe, “For to me, to lige i
Christ and to die is gain.” May God give us abttleternal perspective.
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iii. There may be, however, a connection to plalsiakedness that is not immediately
apparent. When God created Adam and Eve, they themmost beautiful specimens He could
dream up. Their bodies were perfectly suited &rtanvironment, perfectly functional, they
could eat without gaining weight, could work with@etting tired, and could accomplish
whatever their minds dreamed up to do. But whew 8inned everything changed.
Deterioration set in, exhaustion occurred, sagsvaitikles appeared, aches and pains
developedandthey began to experience a certain shame of tbelieb. They put on clothes so
as to hide themselves, but they could grdytially hide their shame; they still remained naked
spiritually, emotionally, psychologically. In faeven today a great deal of our time and effort
iS spent trying to cover up the things we don’elébout ourselves. But when we receive our
resurrection bodies we will return to Eden in tkase that we will feel complete, unashamed,
with nothing to hide. Our heavenly suit will prdei the full covering we have longed for.
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