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Introduction

The encouragement to “love your neighbor” is a femphrase found in Scripture. That phrase ispilvet
point of a discussion that Christ has with an ejethe law. The majority of Christ’s interactiarcludes the
Parable of the Good Samaritan, the focus of todsgfsion.

Strange Neighborsis the name of a children’s book written by Marbh#. It is the story about Sam, a
sheepdog detective, belonging to 10-year-old Jdmewasky. As the story unfolds there are new neah
that move in next to Jennie. When the movers dr@pad the crates, toads hop out, in a line, toaahefield.
Naturally, the question arises as to who are thegghbors. Sam'’s responsibility will be to helpnté who
are these strange new neighbors.

This morning we return to our summer series orPdables from the Master Story-Teller. We will bd_uke
10, looking at the Parable of the Good Samaritas.perhaps one of the more familiar parablestiaby
Christ. The primary question which prompts thisgiée is “Who is my neighbor?” The question is rekex
because the individual thinks he has strange neighlt is rather a question that is raised indietext of a
stated desire to know how to apply the Scriptungbeiragement to love one’s neighbor.

| will take the time to read the portion of Scrigguhat contains both the parable and its conlteitLuke
10:25-37. You can follow along in your Bible or thre screen.

On one occasion an expert of the law stood upstaJesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must | daherit
eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he tegal. “How do you read it?” He answered: “’Love therd
your God with all your heart and with all your saumd with all your strength and with all your mindhd,
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” “You have anseeércorrectly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you \wie.”
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jeé%ursd who is my neighbor?”

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down fronusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hand®bbers.
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and veemy, leaving him half dead. A priest happeneoetgoing
down the same road, and when he saw the man, bedhg on the other side. So too, a Levite, whecahee
to the place and saw him, passed by on the ottler But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came whemadhewvas;
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He wertiin and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil aime w
Then he put the man on his own donkey, took hintann and took care of him. The next day he tagiktwo
silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Laft&r him,” he said, ‘and when | return, | will néburse you
for any extra expense you may have.’

“Which of these three do you think was a neighiodhe man who fell into the hands of robbers?” &kpert
in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on hidesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Context (25-26)
As | look at the introductory context to this pamlwhat is immediately observable is the motivatioat

initiates the interaction. The text tells us thaexpert in the law stood up to test Jesus. Thelas specific
word, “test,” almost always expresses distrust@afteh occurs where there is hostile intent. Thestjae in



verse 25 may have been stated politely, but thévatain was significantly slanted. The desire wobédto
elicit an answer from Christ that would provideasis for critique and renouncement.

Understanding that motive it would be my perceptiuat the question posed in verse 25 is insinddre.basic
guestion is found elsewhere in Scripture, andtesnoanswered more directly that what Jesus does heés
asked in response to Peter’'s sermon on the dagraéfost; “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter’saaanss
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in Hmaanof Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of yows.5ifhe
Philippian jailer asks Paul and Silas, “Sirs, wimatst | do to be saved?” Their reply is “Believehe Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved...”

You do not find that kind of a direct answer in keuk0. Because the question is stated from disngt
hostility, Christ will not answer it directly. Adaonally, the actual wording of the expert’s questraises
another concern. The word order reveals an empbagiersonal effort, the “doing” that would meriinh
eternal life. Literally the question could be réauh having done what work shall | certainly inhezternal
life?”

Christ’s answer to this question is a questiorfatit He asks two questions. One question is factii@lother is
interpretive or seeks application. Christ is inséed in this expert’'s knowledge of the Law and Blesaabout
the expert’'s own understanding of the Law. How Klyi€hrist has turned the question that He is adlaark to
the one who asked Him!

It is expected that an expert in the law would haveady answer. We see that to be true in versde7
quickly recites two foundational passages from@e Testament. | do want to be cautious at thisifpm not
give this expert inappropriate credit for his answide first quotation that he gives is from Deateymy 6:5.
This verse was to be repeated by Jews each moainsh@vening. Therefore it should have been quitelia
to this man. The second quotation that he givedediound in Leviticus 19:18.

These two Scriptures are presented in responge tguestions that Christ asks in verse 26. | belibey are
offered as an answer to both Christ’s first questegarding what is written arid Christ’'s second question.
The second question, “How do you read it?” is aiestj regarding the expert’'s understanding or ing¢agion
of the Scriptures. It is helpful to me in followinigis dialogue to rephrase the questions in thisrmaa First,
Jesus inquires, “Are there any passages in Sceiphat address your question?” Second, He askatWh
your understanding of those passages?” Althougmidn@s answer does not develop his understanding, |
believe that is in part because these passagesliéeeclear and direct. And, knowing that his argjiquestion
reveals his belief that eternal life can be obtdibg his effort, little more needs to be said reigay how the
expert believes eternal life is to be inherited.i$i® love God and he is to love his neighborbdkeves that
effort will result in the certain inheritance okenal life. (It is somewhat ironic, but | want wsrtotice that this
man has now answered the very question that hasiaatl. Both his question and answer reveal thibgsta
himself. Yet at this point he has not gained arfigrmation from which he can critique or renounceisih

| want to ask us a question. Is it possible to I@e&l with all one’s heart, soul, strength, and napdrt from
having a regenerate heart? | also want to askandeguestion. Is it possible to love your neighé®yourself
apart from having a regenerate heart? The Bibéinalver to both questions is clearly “NO!” Salvation
forgiveness of sin, cleansing, renewal, and reggiver is by grace alone, through faith alone! Glwignswer
in verse 28 to “Do this and you will live,” is imided to confront this individual with the reality/as
helplessness to do that on his own. Being knowlaligeof the Scriptures is not the same as undelisigthe
Scriptures. The testimony of the apostle Pauly &iteconversion, relates how intensely he soughive God
will his entire being. Yet he came to realize tivas all rubbish “compared to the surpassing greatoé
knowing Christ Jesus his Lord.”
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The words of Ephesians 2:8-9 are likely familiantany here today. “For it is by grace you have ls=ered,
through faith — and this not from yoursely#ss the gift of God — not by works, so thatome can boast.” If
we “do” anything to receive salvation it is simptybelieve; but that too is a gift from God!

Not understanding the principle of salvation throdigith, the expert in the law presses further thi®
conversation with an attempt to justify himself. identent on establishing his righteousness orb#sas of his
efforts. He will seek clarification or definitiomgarding the identification of his neighbor. He slge, likely on
the assumption that his actions have already aclesimep what is requested in the law regarding dlve bof
one’s neighbor. Just imagine this internal conwersa“Last week | helped the neighbor to my right down a
tree in his back yard. And the neighbor on my leftim the edges of their lawn because they dbaite time
to do that. And the neighbor across the street; hggn’t see them often but | pray for them regiylal
certainly do love my neighbors!”

It is here that we encounter the actual parabteefsood Samaritan. It is presented in respondgtquestion
“And who is my neighbor?” | do not intend to goard detailed study. But we will take enough timeédentify
three primary details.

First, this parable presents a situation of nedeé. jdurney from Jerusalem to Jericho was abowtiftmiles.
The terrain is both mountainous and desert. There few inhabited places along the way. And there
obviously would be no street lights or highway phtAn individual traveling alone would have legiate
concerns about safety. As Jesus relates the parabém is attacked, robbed, and severely beateavgoene
along this road. He is in need.

Second, note that all three individuals who comerdthat road are aware of the man’s situatiors #tated
that each of them “saw” the man. The word describegxperience of one who is an eyewitness. Nbtteese
individuals could claim that they had not or did notice; this is not a report that they watch lom $ix o’clock
news. (Just as an aside, we cannot always choasevadid cross or lie in our path. The actual staethmn
verse 31 is that this was a coincidence — “Thesphappened to be going down the same road...” Neaitre
we choose the level of need of those who crosie @n bur path.)

Third, one of these individuals makes the choiceat@ for the man in need. It is not the prieskphikests were
of the tribe of Levi. A priest had responsibilitiesservice in the temple, including offering presyand
sacrifices to God on behalf of the people. You wiaKpect this individual to be one who cares; lmutibes not
stop. The Levite also does not stop. Not all Lesviteere priests. Those who were not priests had the
responsibility to take care of the temple. Agaion yould expect this individual to be one who cabes he
does not stop. It is the Samaritan who makes th&eho care for the man in need.

At this point some additional background informatis important. As Jewish exposition and commentary
developed over the centuries of the Old Testansembe applications of the Scriptures were consttici#
particular interest in this situation is how thergoand to love your neighbor became limited in dspe. The
application was narrowed so that the command agpplmy in relation to fellow Israelites and fullgzelytes.
Samaritans, foreigners, and resident aliens whaaligoin the community of Israel within twelve nitbs are
excluded. In practice that would mean that if the mjured in the parable had been a Samaritamutd be
within the bounds of their application of Scriptiogust walk on by.

But in the parable it is the Samaritan who stopsd Bhe Samaritan been the one in need, the Jews difted
their theology to allow them to ignore his needt, Y stopped! And it is the Jews who do not steen
though the one in need is a fellow Jew. In ess#risgarable of Christ turns the accepted theotufghe day
upside down!
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Having presented this parable, Christ asks a quresfiapplication. It is found in verse 36. “Whiohthese
three do you think was a neighbor to the man wharf® the hands of robbers?” Please read thetores
carefully? And compare it with the question askgdhe expert in the law in verse 29. The questidered in
verse 29 is “And who is my neighbor?” These twosjoas are significantly different. The questiokesin
verse 29 is externally focused. It is asking alpmdple “out there?” The question in verse 36 ttinesfocus
internally. It seeks examination of the motivatafrthe one who cared for the man in need.

Let’s look at these two questions from another peecsve. If you answer the expert’s question pasagkrse
29 (“who is my neighbor”), the answer is the marowas beaten and left half dead. That's his neighbo
Answering that question, however, does not brimgftitus to his heart. But if you answer the quesGarist
gives in verse 36, you will focus on the one whepmnded to the man in need. And the door is opéroto
inward, with reflection, and consider what is neettem me to be a neighbor.

In verse 33 we're told that when the Samaritan 8#we man in need he “took pity” on him. This isvard
that focuses on what happens within; literally me'® “inward parts.” Beyond its use in parablesyéhis no
instance of this word being used to describe thierze of men. It is always used elsewhere to deedtie
attitude of Jesus. And when used of Christ, it dbes His mercy in the strongest of terms. It higjinis the
depth of God’s mercy.

What is being taught here is my need of Christartwhen viewing people and responding to theml bave
that? Do you have that? Do | see people in andigiréhe eyes of Christ? Am | a neighbor to peapley
world?

In response to this final question by Christ, thpest gives a correct reply. The individual who wiae
neighbor to the man in need was “the one who hadyra him.” The neighbor was the one who was
concerned with the welfare of another and evidemgade and kindness to them. When this term is umsed
reference to God, it refers to His gracious failiéss.

The interaction concludes with Christ challenging éxpert in the law to “Go and do likewise.” The
conversation that began almost as an interrogatiacludes with a pointed request for applicatioGotl’s
Word. That is what | would like for us to considew, some of the practical applications of thissage of
Scripture for us.

In any interaction with the Scriptures it is imgort to ask the right questions. That is especially if the
guestion relates to how one can come to posseasmEliée. The focus of the expert’s question irkeul0:25 is
on himself and his effort. While Scripture revethiat others ask the same basic question, the daritéxeir
guestion reflects their awareness of need for ¥ergess, for repentance, for God’s interventionratg and
mercy. The expert in the law believed that hisreffois “work,” could merit or earn eternal liferfbim. Please
consider the words of Christ recorded in John #39“You diligently study the Scripturd®ecause you think
that by them you possess eternal life. These ar&thiptures that testify about nyet you refuseto cometo
meto havelife.” Eternal life is not obtained through what we dothrough our knowledge of the Scriptures. It
is obtained only through a relationship of faithdhrist. However phrased, the right question a¥kkére can |
find the answer to my need for forgiveness, graod, mercy?” The answer to that question lies oatsiteself.
The answer to that question is given only in amdugh Jesus Christ. If you are asking that questiday |
would invite you to visit with me at the end of &yds service.

The second application returns our attention tajtestion Christ asked in verse 36. It is importhat we
clearly hear the answer that Christ gives. Hisrggkis that we consider what is in our heart itmgacts how
we are a neighbor to others. The answer is ndte@tiestion of who is my neighbor. That is not ammgportant
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guestion. But it is more important to first answles question of who | am; of where, how, when, ahg am
| being a neighbor to others. The focus needs tirdteand foremost on personal application.

Before moving to additional points of applicatidimere are two issues that | believe need to beeaddd. First,
| believe it is important to restate and reinfoticat it is God’s desire that as the believer growtheir
relationship with Christ, we reflect more and moféhrist’'s character. The more that we possesstibeacter
of Christ and demonstrate that in our relationskiftk others, the more we will be a neighbor toestharound
us. Being a neighbor is thus not a matter of pmsjtiinances, geography, personality, or time atdity. It is
a matter of the heart. | believe we sometimes gteugyith the application of Christ’s teaching oistiparable
because we’ve been hesitant to absorb His headn8ewe need God’s wisdom and direction in being a
neighbor to others. | say that knowing there areenmeeds, far more people in need than any ofmus ca
realistically respond to adequately. So the questie need to ask God is where, when, or how wa are
neighbor to others. At times we are tempted toeeitty to meet every need we see or withdraw anadnove
to meet any need; we’re just overwhelmed by thebmrmor variety or depth of needs we see. Neithgyaese
is appropriate. And neither response reflects €htis did not meet the need of every individualimgiHis
earthly ministry. But neither did He disengage fromerload. His heart was always that of a neighbot,God
guided His response. | see that most clearly irtivat 9:36-38. “When he saw the crowds, he had cegipa
on them, because they were harassed and helpkessheéep without a shepherd. Then he said toisespdes,
‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are févsk the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to sendvaurtkers
into his harvest field.”

| want to move now to a third application from fherrable of the Good Samaritan. It is wise for archuo
have an established benevolence policy to guideliisment of Christ’s desire that we be a neightho those
in need. Just like any of us as individuals, a chdaces more needs than we are able to meet. Tleesks run
the gamut of the drop-in request for assistancke wiitities, groceries, or gas to ongoing situasiof health or
unemployment within our church family. We do hawedglines and operational procedures to assist osii
response. Our response to needs is designed toreetihan simply financial. Our intent is that weelin
obedience to Christ’s challenge to be a neighbatrithmoved by mercy and grace to truly help in svidoat
assist in health and recovery. The fact that wet & requests and our responses with confidétytiseans
that we do not give a public reporting of our barlexce activity. However, it is important to knolmat there is
appropriate accountability within our procedurealsib want to thank you for your generosity eaainmainion
Sunday when our ushers are at the worship cenitsrrexeiving your contributions specifically fosaiin our
benevolence funds. That generosity has allowed usceive and distribute around $20,000 to dateytbar for
benevolence needs.

There is one final application that | desire toradd. Sharing Christ with others is a loving denration of
being the kind of neighbor that God desires usetoAs we live in obedience to the urging of Scriptto be
witnesses to Christ we demonstrate that we sedgaspsod does, in spiritual need, and act in wlagsmove
to address that need.

In recent weeks we have begun to communicate tirsafall, on November 17, 18 and 19 we have the
opportunity to be a neighbor to our friends, wosk@ciates, family members, and actual neighborgh@Gse
days we host Andre Kole. The primary intent oftlél effort that is being invested in those evesnts iprovide
an opportunity to introduce people to the persodesius Christ. As we move into the fall each afilishe
asked to identify a prayer list of five individudlsat we can personally invite to one of the evgrawents. Our
mission, should we choose to accept it, will bpry that God would allow us the privilege of beang
neighbor to these individuals.

Another expression of this final application is tfaious mission trips that individuals and teanosif this
church participate in each summer. Because mdkese trips involve travel some distance from Waghive



may not think of them in the context of being néigts. Yet, in principle, they express another wawhich
we fulfill God’s desire that we be a neighbor tbvetho are without Christ.

As we conclude today, we have allowed time in #nwise for individuals who participated on two bése
trips to share some highlights of their trips. W#é ear from those individuals shortly. But fidstvould ask
that we bow in prayer.



