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Good morning. It is good to be here with you. Todagywill once again turn our
attention to one of the parables that Jesus taltlgtrate what the kingdom of God is
like. Now, any time we see Jesus describe the kimgdf God, we are not just getting a
description of the final triumphal kingdom of Godhen Christ will judge all people with
perfect justice. Rather, God’s kingdom has alrdadken into the world through the
coming, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesdslaa sending of his Spirit. So when
we see Jesus talk about the kingdom of God we dhmderstand that he is talking about
the way that things work in the family of God, ither words, he is talking about how we
should understand ourselves as his children andwmahould conduct ourselves as
people who are part of his kingdom. In the par#de we’re going to look at today,
Jesus addresses how God’s people are to dealiwitlesveen themselves and what will
happen if we don’t deal with it properly. If yowwld, please turn to Matthew 18 and
follow along as | read beginning with verse 15.aBkestand with me in reverence for our
Father, whose Word this is.

“Matt 18:15 (NIV) "If your brother sins against yougo and show him his
fault, just between the two of you. If he listers you, you have won your brother over.
16 But if he will not listen, take one or two otherlong, so that “every matter may be
established by the testimony of two or three wises' 17 If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses tsten even to the church, treat him as
you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 "I tell yahe truth, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you $econ earth will be loosed in
heaven. 19 "Again, | tell you that if two of you oearth agree about anything you ask
for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaveB0 For where two or three come
together in my name, there am | with them." 21 Thé&eter came to Jesus and asked,
"Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother vem he sins against me? Up to
seven times?" 22 Jesus answered, "l tell you, neven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a kimgho wanted to settle accounts with
his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a mho owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to,gag master ordered that he and his
wife and his children and all that he had be soldl tepay the debt. 26 "The servant fell
on his knees before him. "Be patient with me," hegged, "and | will pay back
everything.' 27 The servant's master took pity oim) canceled the debt and let him go.
28 "But when that servant went out, he found onelat fellow servants who owed him
a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to cledkim. "Pay back what you owe
me!' he demanded. 29 "His fellow servant fell toshknees and begged him, "Be patient
with me, and | will pay you back.' 30 "But he refesl. Instead, he went off and had the
man thrown into prison until he could pay the del3l When the other servants saw
what had happened, they were greatly distressedwadt and told their master
everything that had happened. 32 "Then the mastafled the servant in. “You wicked
servant,’ he said, ‘| canceled all that debt of yelbecause you begged me to. 33



Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servauast as | had on you?' 34 In
anger his master turned him over to the jailerstie tortured, until he should pay back
all he owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly Father ileat each of you unless you
forgive your brother from your heart."

This is the Word of the Lord. You may be seated.

When my wife and | were expecting our first chibthe of the gifts that we
received was a little invention called the Diap&a@p. If you’'ve never seen one of
these, imagine a 2 % foot-tall white plastic fisglrant, and you’ll have a rough idea of
what it looks like. The idea behind this devicéhiat you put your kid’s dirty diapers into
it and they are safely isolated in plastic untdomes time to empty the bag. Sounds like
a great idea. However, it didn’t take us long tlize that the Diaper Champ is not
airtight. If we let diapers sit in it for long ielsame apparent to anyone entering our
nursery that there was something rotten in the éyabithe diapers were left in the house
even longer, the smell wouldn't just be limitedhe nursery but would spread
throughout the house. Now, after four years of eégpee in changing diapers, we have
come to a conclusion about their proper dispo$gbui don’t want your house to smell
like a latrine, you have to get the source of thelsout of the house. There is no other
way to prevent the entire house from eventuallyob@ng saturated with that smell. And
so it is in God’s household—there are going toilmes$ when one of us offends God and
our brothers and sisters with some sort of sin,vamanust not, indeed, we are not
allowed to, let the rottenness of that sin to gibag us. If we let sin persist untreated
here, this body of believers will die a death Ryitain, either slowly or quickly, and the
longer we wait, the more drastic the amputatioh maked to be to restore us to health.
Instead, Jesus tells us to get sin out from amarasLquickly as possible, and he has
given us clear commands in verses 15 to 20 of assgge about how that is to take
place. It is this set of commands that forms thekeound for the parable that Jesus told
in our reading today. So how would God have us d#hl sin in our families and here at
First Free?

If we are the offending party, obviously, we sholbé&lquick to turn from our sin,
seek forgiveness, and make restitution to the pensgve sinned against when that is
possible. However, when we are the ones offendedstilV have an obligation, and it is
perhaps more difficult because we have not dontharg/wrong and yet we are
responsible for the situation. We need to seek #feoffending party with the intent not
just that we receive a proper apology, but sottey would be restored both in their
relationship to you and to God. Now there are gainige some of you who are more
timid or not easily offended, or you may be extspexially patient, and you will be less
inclined by disposition to ever say something weemeone sins against you. But if you
fall into any of these categories, you must reatls the purpose of Jesus’ command in
correcting your brother or sister is not just tealee some internal tension that you may
or may not be feeling over being wronged but tontaan purity and peace within the
community of God’s people. We need to cultivatehibbit of correcting sin gently and
quickly. Then there will be peace in God’s familydehe will be pleased to work among
us by his Spirit. Then the aroma we bear will ke tf Christ.



Now Jesus’ commands in verses 15 to 20 illustréiatwe are to do, but the
following parable illustrates what sort of people are to be as we seek to obey these
commands. The occasion for the parable is Petagstopn regarding how many times
we should go through the process of rebuke andrad&in that Jesus has just detailed.
Peter understands what Jesus is saying, but he wianification about how many times
he must go through this process before his duylfiled. He didn’t yet understand that
Jesus was not just talking about a duty that meaigulfilled but a disposition of the heart
toward other people, and especially other Christieimat is driven by the great love that
we have received from God in Jesus—one that dslighhe restoration of people to a
right relationship to others and to the Father.Hihiat in mind, let’s turn our attention to
the parable that Jesus told to illustrate the stehdf forgiveness in the family of God.
Jesus presents our situation using two main ctexsdhe king, who represents God
himself, and the indebted servant, who represeus ef us.

This story is set in the context of a king settlaggounts with his servants—a sort
of judgment day, when the king deals with eachiefkrvants according to what he has
done. Think of it as tax day times ten. You knoe téeling of adding up all the numbers
and praying that somehow the government will endwimg you more money than you
owe to it. That's what these servants would berigednd then some. As the first of the
king's servants is brought before him for settlaggounts, we find that his situation
could not be worse. Since we don’t usually do besssnn talents, we may not have a
good sense of exactly how much this servant agtoaled the king. A talent is a
measure of weight equal to about 75 pounds. Sadakie current price of gold into
account, this servant is in debt to the tune oluaBB&2 billion dollars. At this point in the
story we may well wonder how it is that a servagtsgn debt beyond the annual gross
national product of some countries and why a kiogilel allow such a large debt to
accumulate, but of course, that is beside the pohe point is that the servant’s debt is
truly enormous—completely beyond his, or anyone’s|sability to pay off, and
consequently, he is about to lose everything tedtds. He is not just facing the loss of
all his material possessions but of his childres wife, and of himself, as he and his
whole family were about to be sold into slaventisat the debt would be repaid to the
fullest possible extent.

And so it is with you and with me. Our sin beforedthas put us in his debt
completely beyond our ability to make restitutiorhim. That's why Paul writes in
Galatians 3 that “if a law had been given that dondpart life, then righteousness would
certainly have come by the law.” In other wordghdére were duties we could do or
works that we could perform to repay what we ow&tal, we would do them! There
would be no need for Christ to die for us becausewvuld have the resources in that
case to repair our situation with God. If anythiogr debt before the Lord is far greater
than the 10,000 talents would suggest, which brirgg® our next point: Not only is there
no hope of repaying our offenses, but a penaltpming, and it is both severe and just.
In Scripture Hell is described as an experiengeadir, despair, darkness, isolation and
regret, day after day without end, forever. Have taken the time to wrestle with what
you were destined for before Christ saved you? Hawereally let the end result of your
condemnation sink in? And this punishment wouldehlbeen exactly just for the
immensity of our sin. As terrible as it may be, #vefulness of hell is an accurate
reflection of the horror of our own sin. Hell issjuAnd as we ponder this truth, we will



begin to realize how heinous and repulsive oureafly is and how great is the One
against whom each of our sins has ultimately beamdaitted. If you are here apart from
faith in Christ today, you must understand for $h&e of your own soul that your day of
reckoning hangs over your head. You will be foumdebt to the Great King beyond
your ability to pay, and your just punishment wakult in your complete and eternal
ruin. If that describes you, turn now to Christ floe forgiveness of your sins. If you
belong to the Lord, however, my challenge to yalatowould be to take time to wrestle
with the immensity of what you have been saved fioi@hrist and to understand that
those without Christ still carry the burden of théebt and pending destruction.
Understanding our debt is key to understanding &tmVe for us, and it is to his love
that we turn now.

In light of his great debt and of the pronouncenw#ritis resulting sentence, the
servant exercises his only remaining option. Heslibg king for more time. Now most
of us are familiar with patient creditors. They akyitake the form of credit card and
mortgage companies, and both are more than hapgtéad the length of time that we
owe them money, because they profit more fromut.tBat is not the kind of creditor
that the servant finds the king to be. He findg¢ tha king is not just patient, but
merciful. The servant requests more time to maketugion only to find that the king has
cancelled his entire debt instead. It is as if want to make your next mortgage payment
only to find that your debt had been paid in futlagine the servant’s relief as he comes
to the realization that not only does he not hawedrk the rest of his life just to begin to
pay off his debt, but more importantly, he doeshmate to be sold himself or lose his
family. He has his life back, and he owes it allite graciousness of his master.
Likewise, we understand two great truths about femah the example of the king in this
regard.

First of all, the king loves his servant and doesrant to carry out the just
sentence that he has imposed. When he sees theratesgituation and repentance of his
servant, he cannot bear to carry out his senteiocke cancels the debt that the servant
owes, freeing him from the legal consequencesstiabt. In the same way, God has no
desire to carry out punishment on the guilty, Iogtead desires that they repent and come
to know him. It is not uncommon to think that somehGod delights in bringing
destruction on evil people, and that he is waijugjg to snap in judgment toward any who
disobey him. But if there is anything that shoudddpparent from experience and from
Scripture, it is that God is patient with sinnensl @elights to be that way in order that
they might come to repentance. If God did not deltg be patient with sinners, who
among us would be here today? | know | wouldn’is just because of his great love and
patience that any of us live long enough to be dgavehe first place. As it is written in
Lamentations 3:22, “Because of the LORD's grea¢ e are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail.” Since we have a God wiso igracious and compassionate in
light of so great a debt, what choice do we hawddturn to him for shelter from our
impending doom?

Secondly, the king is not only willing but also @ltb absorb the great loss that
would accompany the cancellation of such a grelatt den thousand talents is well
beyond the annual tax revenues of any king ofdagt The Bible records that the great
King Solomon at the height of his wealth receivesklthan seven hundred talents of gold
per year from the surrounding nations, but in gtsy we see that this king is so rich that



he is able to forgive a debt that is unimaginabhgé; and that is just from one servant!
Imagine the total amount of indebtedness that ineistancelled if all of the king’s
servants owe him the same amount. In the sameomaysather is able to absorb the loss
that comes from his forgiving our great debt of $ifhat this story does not explicitly tell
us is how exactly it is that forgiveness is extehidecause the king just writes off the
debt. But we know that for us to be forgiven regsithe death of the Lord Jesus on our
behalf to cleanse us from our immense debt ofisia.only by the death of God’s Son,
that we can be made right with him. Our King foegws out of his great riches, but it
has not cost him nothing. In fact, it could not @@est him more. And he did it to extend
mercy to you and to me. | mentioned previously thatimmensity of our impending
punishment in hell apart from Christ was a gooddaad by which to gauge the enormity
of our sin, and that is true. However, the forgeesof that debt for all who are found in
Christ stands as an even greater testament tomatehable perfection, power,
greatness and glory. Christ is so great that healvlesto take the sins of everyone who
would believe in him and put them to death wheuwliee on the cross, and now we are
free; not because our sins are merely writtenbaff,because they have already been
punished in full in our Lord’s death.

There are times, believe it or not, when | havdisaipline my kids, and it hurts
them, and it hurts me, and nobody likes it; buteéhs a part of it that | always love.
When the punishment is over, | take whomever thallspffending party happens to be
in my arms and | hug them and kiss them and telinthow much | love them, and |
reassure them that there is no longer any probktmden us because the punishment has
been given, and there is no longer anything leftitle or fix between us. And that is the
point that Christ takes us to when he pays forsms—the point where we can hear
God’s voice reassuring us that there is no longgtheng that poses a barrier between
him and us, and we are able to enjoy sweet fellgpusith him. Our punishment has
already been delivered in full, just not to usds fallen on Christ. And we are free.

Now | could only wish that this is where the sternyded, but Jesus is just about to
make his point, and it is a sobering one. The fagiservant leaves the presence of the
king, free from his debt, and he finds anothehefking’'s servants that owes him money.
The notes in your margin there may say that th¢ a@elounted to a few dollars, but one
hundred denarii is not pocket change—it would heveunted to between three and four
months’ pay. | don’t know about you, but | could easily afford to part with such a
large proportion of my income, and that is obvigusbw the servant feels, too, because
he demands immediate payment from his fellow serais important to acknowledge
that the debt here is a real one. It is not dsdffirst servant is imagining the debt; the
second servant legitimately owes what is demanflachoand is obligated to pay. In the
same way, when others sin against you and me ttoey real guilt and are deserving of
real justice. It is also important that we underdtthat the debt of the second servant to
the first is not trivial, but substantial. In thense way, we have the ability to sin and be
sinned against in ways that can crush our spinitsiajure us down to the core of our
being. Some of you have felt the pain of adultefygbuse, of neglect or rejection, of
slander or insult, of degradation or humiliationachost of other hurtful words and
actions, some of them habitual. Jesus is not gallsxto minimize the hurt or the damage
that has been inflicted on us in any way by thiéntglof this parable. If anything, he is
affirming the significance and seriousness of therts inflicted on us, and we should



take them seriously too. | propose to you that wenst be able to grow like we should
in the likeness of Christ if we just blow off thems committed against us. We should not
flippantly dismiss sin, but feel its full weight éithen proceed to address it, or we will
not be able to address it as God does.

The real problem in our story does not fully matkze until verse 30. As the first
servant demands payment, the second servanthbkigrst servant with the king, is
willing to pay back his debt, but he needs moreetiBut not only does the first servant
not show patience with his fellow servant, he eisexhis full legal rights against him.
There is no trace of the compassion that flowenhftloe king’s heart to him, and he
quickly has the second servant imprisoned; jubitly,without mercy. | know that at times
there are those in our lives that hurt us so bty it is hard not to hold a grudge, to be
bitter, or to begin to build walls around ourselbesh emotionally and in practice so that
we do not have to come into contact with them, lamakestly, so we can inflict a little bit
of punishment on them, too. It is especially easys to want to take revenge by the
words that we say to or about other people. Andehibings can feel good because we
think that our actions are justified by the wrowlgsie to us and we gain a sense that a
sort of justice is being done when we harm those kadrm us.

That is not at all how the king in Jesus’ paralsieeases the situation, however.
What does he sayYou wicked servant,' he said, '| canceled all thadebt of yours
because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have haércy on your fellow servant
just as | had on you?'and Jesus goes on to sa&4,In anger his master turned him
over to the jailers to be tortured, until he shouldpay back all he owed. 35 "This is
how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unlesyou forgive your brother from
your heart.”” So in response to the merciless behavior of mss¢, the king rescinds
the mercy that he had originally extended to hisas&, and the final state of the servant
is worse than the first. At first he was just gotogoe sold; now he is going to prison to
be tortured until he can pay. We might well coneltidlat the servant would have been
better off to accept being sold into slavery thairéat the mercy of the king with
contempt. It’s at this point of the story that wedarstand the king’s forgiveness was not
just intended to take care of his servant’s mogetaunation, but it was intended to
transform the servant as well so that he wouldKeeHis king. When the servant proves
to be unchanged by the mercy he has receiveditbiady is revoked. That's what Jesus
says here about our relationship with the Fattievelare not fundamentally changed by
the mercy that we have received through Christywllecease to experience the benefits
of salvation. Certainly, in the life of the beliewbis may take the form of lack of peace
and fellowship with God, not being heard in prayerd internal anguish as our peace
before the Lord diminishes and our guilt looms ¢y our minds. However, the imagery
that Jesus uses is that of everlasting torturegusecthe servant will be tortured until he
pays what he owes, and he has no ability to ewerfaus, the most natural connection
to draw is that if we do not completely forgive sleonvho sin against us we are
demonstrating that we don’t really belong to ound<and that we are thus still in danger
of being fully condemned for our sins eternally.

Friends, our Father loves mercy. He loves to fegentant people from the
burden of their sins, and if we love him we wilVéshowing mercy, too. That is why
John writes in 1 Jn. 2:9-19: Anyone who claims to be in the light but hatesis
brother is still in the darkness. 10 Whoever lovehis brother lives in the light, and



there is nothing in it to make him stumble. 11 Butvhoever hates his brother is in

the darkness and walks around in the darkness; heags not know where he is going,
because the darkness has blinded hinThe most explicit teaching that Jesus gives us in
this regard is included in his giving of the Lor@sayer and his comments on it, found in
Matthew 6, verses 9 to 1Blatthew 6:9 "This, then, is how you should pray: "Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kgdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today ouady bread. 12 Forgive us our

debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 Aelad us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one. 14 For if you forgivanen when they sin against you,

your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 Buif you do not forgive men their

sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.As you can see, Jesus directly connects our
forgiveness of others with the forgiveness thatewe expect to receive from God, and so
do we, every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, whetie mean to or not. And don’t think
that you can dodge the issue by omitting the |asage of the forgiveness clause as you
pray. Jesus taught the prayer in this form sowmatvould understand that our conduct
toward others is the measure of the forgiveneswieeceive. As members of God’s
family and subjects of his kingdom, our relatiopshivith others must be governed by
what God has done for us, not what others have ttous. So does this mean that we are
saved by faith and our forgiveness of others, asgihad to work our own salvation? Not
at all. As Paul writes, we are saved by grace tjindaith, and it is God’s gift to us and
not by our works. Therefore, if we find ourselvaghwunforgiving hearts, we must ask
whether or not the grace of God has actually redhciseand whether or not we have
understood it. Unless we wrestle our way to a defiainswer on this issue, we may find
in the end that we have been deceiving ourselvestdzlonging to Christ in the first
place. If we hate our brothers, we are still inkdass, and if we do not forgive, we are
not forgiven. See to it, then that you belong tai§tkand that his love flows out through
you, even to those who least deserve it. For ifaildo extend mercy to others, we will
ultimately forfeit it for ourselves. We do not hateebe concerned that justice will not be
done concerning the wrongs done to us. In the leegwill either be fully paid on the
cross of Christ, just as ours have been, or théhbeiperfectly dealt with on the Day that
Jesus returns to judge the world. Also, we wilfldy compensated from the Lord’s

hand for conducting ourselves in a manner pleasitgm with regard to forgiving

others. God will see to it that justice is donetha meantime, we must defer judgment to
the one who judges perfectly and continue to dotwghaght. May our Father grant us
grace, by his Spirit, to reflect the mercy we hiaeen given so richly in Christ. Always,
but especially today as we come to the Lord’s Tdbteus resolve to honor him with
hearts and lives that reflect the mercy that hesbaschly extended to us in his body and
blood.



