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As we begin today | invite you to join me in a timiereflection encompassing the last 6 months @620y
specific interest is on the trips that you tookhwitthat timeframe. Here are five questions thaJe in
mind:

* What was your destination?

* What was the distance you traveled?

* What was your mode of transportation?

* How long did you stay?

*  Why did you go?

Each of these questions is relevant to today’s serifihe eleven verses in Matthew 2:13-23 relataildet
about a trip taken by Joseph, Mary, and their yathilgl, Jesus. Here is how we can answer the five
questions in relation their trip:

* Their destination was Egypt (so they actually ttaweanother country).

* They traveled a minimum of 75 mile. That distanaaild take them from the area of Bethlehem to the
border of Egypt. It is reasonable to estimate tiay more likely could have traveled up to 200 s)ike
journey of at least 10 days.

» Their mode of transportation would have been ridirdpnkey or walking (perhaps both); with someone
always carrying the child.

* Regarding the length of their stay, it is estimatetde approximately 6 months.

* Why did they go? They went, and returned, at thection of an angel which Joseph received in dréams

These answers do provide an initial summary opteesage. However, there is additional investigahah
is certainly warranted. So | invite you to join imeprobing further.

This passage naturally unfolds in three primaryesel intend to follow those in our investigation.
General Overview

* Departure to Egypt — verses 13-15

When they (the Magi) had gone, an angel of the lapkared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said,
“take the child and his mother and escape to Eg8py there until 1 tell you, for Herod is goingsearch
for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took tbkild and his mother during the night and left Egypt,
where he stayed until the death of Herod. And s®fwffilled what the Lord had said through the phepx
“Out of Egypt | called my son.”

These verses tell us a number of things! Firsy thake a connection with the previous verses. Skdbey
make us aware of what the angel tells Joseph.mbkasage is brief, yet specific. It promises later
communication. And it states the reason for theiest] Third, we learn that Joseph complies witln bot
requests — to leave and to stay. Finally, we dcethat there is a relevant prophetic statemeptifthe Old
Testament) that applies to what occurred!
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Even if we were not familiar with the verses thatdw we can conclude that we’re looking at a veeyious
situation. A king named Herod is intent on killitige child Jesus! The commanded relocation to Eigyibte
specified means of escape. Information that weamifisider later will reveal that sadly, Herod'si@ts are
not surprising. In fact, they are both incredibhdaorrifically consistent with what we know abdnirn!

Yet, it is beyond a reasonable expectation to tkhalk either Joseph or Mary would know of his speci
intent in this situation. Jesus was in danger,@ad intervenes. He does so through an angel sge#kin
Joseph in a dream. The word “appeared’ in verseoh8eys the sense of manifesting oneself or beg@min
visible. | believe God is emphasizing both by sightl sound the importance of the message being tjive
Joseph. Joseph’s response, both its implied quéskaed their nighttime departure, reveals that he
understands the urgency of this message.

John MacArthur, commenting on these verses makesliservation: “...God could have protected His Son
in many other ways and in many other places... But Gwse to protect Him by the very ordinary and
unmiraculous means of flight to a foreign counirizge commands to go to Egypt and then to leave were
given supernaturally, but the trip itself and tkeeyshere were, as far as we are told, marked Ispeacial
divine intervention or provision. The family wastriansported to Egypt, but had to make the loingsdme
journey on their own.”

It is ironic that a place associated with bondagtae history of Israel is now presented as a pthescape.
Joseph is literally instructed to flé@ Egypt, seeking safety there. Abraham had gortegi/pt during a time
of famine, but in time he left. Later, the familiyJacob, preceded by one of his sons — an eadsaph —
had also gone to Egypt during a time of severeramtowever, what initially was a place of refuge f
them in time became a place of bondage. It was $Gatervention that led to their exodus from thadratry.
Now Egypt is again a place of refuge, a place &s@rve life. But it is for reasons entirely diffier¢han
famine. And the time to be spent there is onlyluhé angel directs otherwise.

It is Christ’s presence in Egypt that providessb#ing for a comparison with God bringing His offirst
His people, and now His Son) out of Egypt. With i€hin Egypt the stage is set for God to fulfifbeophecy
He gave over seven centuries earlier through thrdsvof Hosea. This reality gives even additional
significance to this trip to Egypt.

Let’s turn our attention now to the second scenauinScripture passage, verses 16-18. Here wei\ag g
details regarding Herod'’s actions that explainutgency of the angel’s message to Joseph in véBs4$§.

* Herod’s Reaction — verses 16-18

When Herod realized that he had been outwittedhbyMagi, he was furious, and he gave orders taakill
the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who wereyears old and under, in accordance with the tirménad
learned from the Magi. Then what was said throughgrophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A voice is héan
Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weepiniger children and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”

First | want us to look at two key words that asediin these verses. “outwitteed may leave the impression
that the Magi were deceptive, sneaky, or sly. igvel the word really presents more the perspecfive
Herod than the motive of the Magi. They had beeeatied by God to avoid of Herod. It is likely thas
perception, once he concludes that the Magi areapatrting back to him, is that he is the one whs been
duped and will be the object of ridicule. (It isaresting to note that this same word is used hysCtiuring
His public ministry when He predicts how He will treated during His passion. He will be mocked, enad
the object of ridicule, and treated with contentipthat situation His response will be extraordilyar
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different from that of Herod which we observe hgfigle second word that | draw to our attention is
“furious.” It conveys the concept of something boiling ugoing up it smoke. The intensity of its meaning
is strengthened by the addition of an adverb teatdbes height. An appropriate understandingas th
Herod’s response is one of extreme rage! Thatfiagle his order to kill all the boys in Bethlehenddts
vicinity who were two years old and younger. Agestiaearlier the life of the child Jesus would digae in
danger apart from God’s intervention.

| think it is important to take additional time leeilo expand our acquaintance with Herod. He wasmdR
“client-king” over Judea. He occupied that positfonover 30 years. He was in that position whenisth
was born, albeit in the very last months of his.lile was a master builder. He oversaw the relngildf the
Jerusalem temple in a splendor unsurpassed imtiierda world. He built the fortress at Masada. ldétlhe
city of Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast inkoobthe most spectacular seaports of the ancieritiw
And those examples are just some of the highlights.

An article from a website for the organization kmoas “That the World May Know Ministries” describes
him in this way: “King Herod is known as Herod tBeeat, with good reason. He was ‘great’ in evenghi
he did, whether it was good or bad.”

(Here is some of the ‘bad.”) “Herod saw threatswery comer and was cruel in suppressing any aesist
real or imagined, among his Jewish subjects and eshin his own family. The slaughter of the babie
Bethlehem, so central to the Bible story, was sallsim comparison to his other crimes that it i$ even
mentioned by Josephus...”

Here are some phrases used to describe him aadtioss:

“Herod showed no mercy in stamping out the oppasiti

“Herod’s paranoid nature...”

“Antony saw Herod as...a fiercely loyal king whosetal tactics could keep the peace in Judea.”
“Herod’s reign began in blood.”

“Herod also executed his brother-in-law for a siwggabaffair with Miriamne, with whom he was
passionately in love.” (She was the second of nirten wives!)

“Herod, fearing a plot, executed his old friend emus, who had given him his start.”

“...his mother convinced him that Miriamne had beefaithful, so he had Miriamne executed. Miriamne’s
mother plotted revenge, so Herod had her killed@s Hundreds of friends and family members, along
with supporters of these last of the Hasmonaeaee slaughtered on the slightest of accusations.”

One final quote about Herod”

“To compound matters, the Pharisees spread thef bledit Herod was king of the Jews only by Roman
decree and that he was not of the house of Dawidrefore, he and his family were unfit for the tieo
Messianic “prophets” predicted a bizarre list oEoming events that would occur as the kingdom aksrt
from Herod and given to God’s anointed. This stiresen more paranoia in Herod, and many more hest t
lives as a result.

Into this web of hatred and suspicion, ‘Magi frdme east came...” Their inquiry about one who had been
born king of the Jews disturbs Herod. Never leayithe exact location of this child, he draws adaggough
murderous circle with the intent of eliminating #mer rival. Sadly, this action is no more thanragk blip

on the radar screen of Herod’s life

Perhaps no more than six months later Herod hindsett The implications of this for Joseph, Manyd éhe
child Jesus, are related in the third scene inghssage, beginning at verse 19.



* Return from Egypt — verses 19-23

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared miream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, tidlee
child and his mother and go to the land of Isrdéet,those who were trying to take the child’s bfe dead.”
So he got up, took the child and his mother and ¥eetine land of Israel. But when he heard thathlaus
was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herbd,was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a
dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, drelwent and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was
fulfilled what was said through the prophets: “Hdlwe called a Nazarene.”

Here we are told of the follow up communicationmi®ged by the angel in verse 13. It releases Jageph
take Jesus and his mother and return to Israelamgel’s message states that the danger to Jdsuddt
led to the flight to Egypt was past. (It is inteneg to note the use of a plural word in verse Zthesewho
were trying to take the child’s life” — althouglild not find a fully plausible explanation.) Regast, the
specific threat that Herod posed is past. Josdjwi® the angel’s direction and returns to Judeawvéler,
within a relatively short time he learns of anotpetential danger; the rule of Archelaus in platélerod.
While Archelaus did not pose the same direct thitethis father had, he nevertheless ruled wittilar
methods. Within his first year he executed 3,00@sJ@ attendance at a Passover. Joseph had reafear;t
and now receives even further divine direction. &k not told the specifics of that communicatiaut, Wwe
are given the result. The family ultimately setile®Nazareth.

That having been stated, Matthew connects thidtredth the fulfilment of prophecySo was fulfilled what
was said through the prophets: “He will be calledNazarene.”lf you look for that specific phrase in the
Old Testament you will not find it. Here’s what weed to observe. First, notice that this statensent
referenced as having been stated by more thanropégt. It is only here that Matthew uses the pligam.
Further, the structure of the sentence suggestsdaect quotation. To understand the scope of Matfs
statement here, we need to focus on the intimatiahthe word Nazareth conveyed at that time. dhat
itself was inhabited largely by people noted faitltrude and violent ways. The term “Nazarene” load
been a term of derision, used to describe any pewbo was rough and rude. It was a despised piaes,
to other Galileans. (Recall the question raisetilathanael in John 1:46Nazareth! Can anything good
come from theré™Here is D. A. Carson’s perspective: “First-cegit@hristian readers of Matthew, who had
tasted their share of scorn, would have quicklygbahatthew’s point. He is not saying that a paitac OT
prophet foretold that the Messiah would live in Bigth; he is saying that the OT prophets foretodd the
Messiah would be despised (cf. Pss 22:6-8, 13;, @1, Isa 11:1; 49:7; 53:2-3, 8; Dan 9:26). Tieme
is repeatedly picked up by Matthew (e.g., 8:2016419; 15:7-8).

We could continue to investigate additional detfilsnd within this portion of Scripture, but atghiime |
want us to step back and refocus on points that deamore toward personal application.

Points For Emphasis

» First: Each portion of this passage is connectegilibcal prophecy

We have already examined in some detail the coataktbackground of two Old Testament prophecies
connected to this passage. The other prophecydedan verse 18 references a statement foundé@miah
31:15. Its historical context is the occasion whaptives of the southern kingdom of Israel are gyaith
together in the vicinity of Jerusalem, in approxieia587-586 B.C. prior to their deportation to Bkimn.
People had experienced military defeat, death esgldf family members, and were facing forced
relocation. The depth of grief is indicated in fifease that tells us that there is a refusal tooneforted.
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When this passage is presented in Matthew as ptiophe fulfilled in the grief that results followg the
death of young boys in and around Bethlehem, tleksword used tells us that there is no wish, desir
inclination, or will to receive comfort! We mustlamwledge that we are at a safe, even sterilerdistérom
this incident. Artists have tried to give form teetgrief experienced by those families. Even iftiyeo
downplay the numbers — as some suggest that notimatré boys would have been killed —surely thefgri
of every family involved would have been inconsétab

How do we respond to the reality of this grief whieoccurs in the midst of prophetic fulfillment ah Old
Testament promise? Do those two factors appeag todongruent? | believe we need to bear in mind a
number of things. First, we must not interpret fcre through the filter of grief. Rather we arertterpret
grief through the filter of Scripture. Second sitHerod that is responsible for the death of tlvbddren, not
the prophecy. Third, the fulfillment of prophe@}l$ us that God has a plan to accomplish salvakierhas
known it from all eternity. He also knows the opitios that His plan will receive. Fourth, the relof sin
and disobedience, reasons for which God was semti;m§on as Savior, impacts even the innocent.

If we step back and encompass the other two prapstatements that Matthew highlights as beinglfedf,
there are even additional factors to note. Notkendi crime scene investigator meticulously buildimgjr
case, Matthew here draws together accumulated resediat Jesus is the promised Messiah of the Old
Testament. This is true, and to be considered, etem the contexts in which all three fulfillmemiscur
involve difficult circumstances. Finally, if you go the Old Testament passages that are eitheedoot
referenced by Matthew, in each instance the broaaleiext speaks words of hope. That is possiblaumsse
of who God is, not because of the circumstances.

* A second point of emphasis: Joseph’s example afiebhee

Pastor Mike highlighted Joseph’s implicit obedietz&od in last week’s sermon. Today’s passage of
Scripture records three additional incidents ofdidece to direct instructions from God.

In each situation there in no hint of anything bonplete obedience. Together, these four incidestsr a
minimum of one year. We have an observable patteabedience. In that light | find it interesting mote
that the unquestioned obedience that Christ Hintationstrated in relationship to God was somettiiag
is clearly modeled in the life of Joseph, who wasested with fulfilling a father’s role for Christs He
grew up.

While | would never suggest that Joseph was penfieais obedience, it is appropriate to challengeselves
to follow his example. Because we have God’s woedhave His instructions and guidance for us. Whethe
that be regarding marriage, purity, values, priesitor decisions we know what He desires. A plaasi
personal application today would be to restateconmmitment to God to be obedient to Him at eacimipaii
His word to us.

* Let's move now to a third point of emphasis: Eadjection of Christ

This passage in Matthew reveals both active ansiymsejection of, and resistance to, Christ. lintikely
that Herod ever knew the real identity of Jesusieiibeless, is reaction is very aggressive rejactio
Although he was unsuccessful in his plans, hisoastdo mirror actions taken by Jewish leaders sg8ne
years later. At that time they will accomplish whidrod sought, the death of Christ.

The more passive rejection is what is associatéd tve labeling of Christ as a Nazarene. In conitept
more broad and generic. We are not told of howyahrs began. We can assume that there would hese b
opportunity to despise Christ and His family ev@omtheir initial arrival in Nazareth, just duethe
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misunderstood circumstances surrounding His coraefa child born out of wedlock) and Joseph’s and
Mary’s marriage. Once His public ministry begirfgstrejection will become increasingly active.

Friends, this is our Savior. He endured a lifetmheesistance, rejection, and opposition. Not sanpgly,
this reality is clearly predicted in Isaiah 53:Ble was despised and rejected by méNe.have so much for
which to praise Him because He did that for usloli are particularly new in your relationship wihrist |
want you to know that the reaction of some withimirycircle of acquaintance that ridicules the new
direction you seek in your life because of thaatiehship with Christ is not surprising at allidtlikely not
pleasant, but it does not need to catch us offdyfaarvery long. It is the road Christ traveled in
accomplishing salvation for us. It is the road wayrwalk as we embrace a personal relationship Miitin

* Fourth: The exaltation of Christ

These verses of Scripture exalt Christ. They dbysconnecting Old Testament prophecies to actiods a
events that involve Him, even as a young child.yTéhetail the obvious direct care, protection, gowky and
provision that God gives for His Son! They repephease four times that tells us He the ultimatai$oof
what occurs here. That repeated phrase is foundrge 13, 14, 20, and 2lhke child and his mothelt is
not an overwhelming discovery but it certainly fences the fact that Christ is first, and to belxhabout
all!

* Fifth: Immanuel — “God with us”

In Matthew 1:23 the angel tells Joseph that Magyréegnant anaill give birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel — which means ‘God with udihd that particularly relevant in a specific wthat is
highlighted twice in Matthew 2:13-23. John 1:14e$ahafThe Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among usAt a point in history that God Himself calls thdlfiess of time (Galatians 4:4), Immanuel comes!
That was a time of political turmoil and instalyiliThat was a time when you would fear for yous kind

the life of your child. It is in that exact envinment that God “joined us”

As a grandparent | am troubled about the timeshiclvwe live primarily out of concern for my
grandchildren. But when | compare our time in mgtweith that of when Christ was born, | hear God
inviting me to trust Him. At a time in history thafs His chosen time, and certainly a time far more
challenging that today, at least in contrast toarga of the world, He willingly came among us. Aadher,
even after Christ has been spared Herod's jealoathynwGod leads Joseph and Mary to settle in N#zare
He didn’t seek out the best neighborhood. He wiélshgito move in and settle down where the effexdtsin
were obvious. So great is His love for us, andwliBngness to identify with us; Immanuel is far neathan
just a title — it is a description of a fulfilledgphecy, a statement of commitment, and an exmesdithe
indescribable love of God. It is a profound expi@s®f the incarnation of Christ that is powerfully
demonstrated even during His childhood!

A Concluding Reflection
My most immediate response today is two “wows!” ¢lemwhat | mean.

The passage of Scripture presented today is osiyadl segment in God’s unfolding revelation of Hian
of salvation through Christ alone. If reflection what transpires here leads one to respond wiémsesof

awe (vow!), how much more can the entire story of salvatead us to awe and Worsf@NOW ! !).



