Series: Ministry in the Marketplace
Title: Priscilla and Aquila: Manufacturers with a M ission
Text: Acts 18:1-3, 24-28.

Intro: Let’s play a word game — | will give you the fitslf of a famous two-person
team, and you give me the second half. StarskyHamch, Frankie andohnny, Abbott
andCostello, Hatfield andvicCoy, Burns andillen, Bob andRay, Bonnie andClyde,
Bert andErnie, Sonny andCher, Batman andRobin, Simon andsarfunkel, Laurel and
Hardy, Amos andAndy.

Those were easy, now some Biblical duos: PaulSHiad, David andJonathan, Ahab
andJezebel, Samson anBelilah, Ananias an@aphira, Priscilla andAquila. We could
continue with foods that seem to go together, tikesshed potatoes agdavy, turkey and
dressing, ham anatheese, coffee andtream, but it is likely | will lose most of you to
thoughts of lunch, brunch, or donuts in the Coudya

Our duo for this morning, Priscilla and Aquila: Mdacturers with a Mission, would not
be the most well-known Biblical duo, but they pirius with one of the most beautiful
examples in history of the power for good that barexerted by a husband and wife
working in unison for the advancement of the gosp&d find their story in the book of
Acts.

In Acts and the Pauline letters around 95 indivislaa@e recorded to have been associated
with Paul during his ministry.

The presence of these people in Paul’s life shb@®ktent to which his ministry was
one of teamwork and camaraderie, and was not arftreshow”. Of these 95
individuals, 36 were intimate coworkers of Pauln@dng his coworkers were Priscilla
and Aquila. Turn with me in your Bibles to Acts 8 an introduction to them.

“After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinithere he met a Jew named Aquila,
a native of Pontus, who had recently come frony Méth his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Romd.vi#ant to see them, and because he
was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and waritedhem. Every Sabbath he
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade dewv&reeks.

(Move ahead to verse 18)

Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then figthe brothers and sailed for
Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Befloeesailed, he had his hair cut off at
Cenchrea because of a vow he had taken. They @amivEphesus, where Paul left
Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the sgngue and reasoned with the Jews.
When they asked him to spend more time with thesrgdclined. But as he left, he
promised, “I will come back if it is God’s will.” ien he set sail from Ephesus.

(Now down to verse 24)



Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexamdrame to Ephesus. He was a
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the $args. He had been instructed in the
way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor tayht about Jesus accurately,
though he knew only the baptism of John. He begapéak boldly in the synagogue.
When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invitechito their home and explained to
him the way of God more adequately. When Apollosted to go to Achaia, the brothers
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples thereelocome him. On arriving, he was a
great help to those who by grace had believedhEafigorously refuted the Jews in
public debate, proving from the Scriptures thatidesas the Christ.”

Paul also referred to Aquila and Priscilla in thesog remarks of his letter to Christians

in Rome, in Corinth, and his personal letter to Giiny.

Romans 16:3-5 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellowrkers in Christ Jesus. They
risked their lives for me. Not only | but all theuwrches of the Gentiles are grateful to
them. Greet also the church that meets at theisdou

| Corinthians 16:19he churches in the province of Asia send you grget Aquila and
Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so ddeschurch that meets at their
house.

2 Timothy 4:19 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and tleeiehold of Onesiphorus.

When Paul left Athens and went to Corinth he meibthand because they shared the
same trade, tent-making, he stayed and workedtingtm.

From the scriptures we can piece together a nuoftaetails about them. We know that
Aquila was a Jew — his wife? Well perhaps she wasvash convert. Her name, Prisca,
or Priscilla, is a name that may have come frongh-hanking Roman family. We know
they were Christians, but it is not clear whethaulRed them to Christ shortly after
meeting them or whether they were already believers

Why should we spend time looking at their livestimorning? They have much to teach
us about the advantages of working in a team, abmding loosely to what we have, and
about being purposeful as followers of Jesus.

Aquila and Priscilla are a good example for us beesse they:
¢+ Exhibited a “Team” Lifestyle: In their relationship as a couple.

We could not exist as a church without the berwéfiiTeams” that serve together. Teams
are responsible for all we do as a church. | wguidss that many of you serve on a team
at First Free. The more visible teams, such assiniStaff, Elders, Trustees, Deacons,
Adult, Student, Children, Missions, Worship, etozalve at least 150 people. Many of
these teams have sub-groups that teach a cladswitbrstudents of a specific age
group, lead small groups, etc. We can we learn ninach Aquila and Priscilla about life
on a team. | hope you will think of your team as Yook at their example.



They were married, but you know that being mardeds not automatically create a
“team”, just as harnessing two or four horses togretloesn’t create a “team” that will do
productive work together.

They exhibited humility, and respect for each otfigtre New Testament references to
Priscilla and Aquila make it clear that, despite thale-dominant culture, Aquila was not
the leader and Priscilla his assistant. In facthefseven times the two names are
mentioned together, Priscilla is listed first fiokthose times. Because it was the custom
to list the husband’s name first, this reversaidates Priscilla’s predominance in the
minds of the New Testament writers Luke and Paul.

For those of you who are married, how would thipaiet your ability to be a “team” in
ministry? We don’t get to peek inside their homééar conversations at the dining
table, or in the bedroom, but there is no indicagdher of them saw this as negative.
There was mutual respect, humility, and a powenitidess for the sake of Christ and his
church.

What is it like for you to serve on a team where person is a very gifted leader? Do
you find it easy to submit to them on the team?/Dw respect them, even if you may see
your gifts being in leadership as well? Men, if aman on your team has unusual insight
into Scripture along with godly wisdom, do yougest her role on the team? Humility
and respect go a long way toward building effectess on any team.

Exhibited a “Team” Lifestyle: In their relationship with Paul

As a team, Priscilla and Aquila modeled inclusiventward the apostles, especially to
Paul. They provided a home for him in Corinth, alidhat went with that; meals, a place
to sleep, and a place to call his own.

As fellow tentmakers they included him in their imess in the leather-working area of
the city’'s commercial district. Together they haghbver prices with customers, shared
tools, and purchased raw materials and supplieth&r business.

They shared their Christian faith in that settiegpressing Christ’s love to the others in
the business section of the city and supportingamather at work. | would imagine Paul
felt like a member of the family with them, notdila third wheel.

As proof of this, at the close of his letter to R@mans, the Apostle Paul greeted 26
people by name. At the top of this list was theistig team of Priscilla and Aquila. He
referred to the couple as “my helpers in ChrisudésThe word “helper” can be
translated “companion in labor” or “fellow-worker.”

When Paul left Corinth for Ephesus, this godly deuygacked up their belongings and
their tent-making business and moved with him. Thelped him to establish a new
church, and eventually stayed behind to care ®rythung church when Paul returned to
Antioch.



In Paul’s last letter to Timothy before his dedt@,writes, “Salute Priscilla and Aquila”
(2 Timothy 4:19). Timothy was the leader at therchun Ephesus, and Aquila and
Priscilla had stayed on to help him. Timothy beteefifrom their friendship just as Paul
did. As a team they were able to include otheis, them in ministry, be whatever they
needed to be for the good of the common goal oikmg Christ and making Him
known.

Application point: Think with me about the value of friends. Perhgams can remember
going to a new city or a new school, or into a mawvistry environment, and meeting
someone who included you. Even better if it turoatithat they were Christians, and you
formed a strong bond with them. The same is truenmyfou are invited to join an

existing team and feel included.

Christian friends, like Aquila and Priscilla, angally important to all of us. We all need
friends like them, and we all need to be frienlls them. God’s church is not made up of
bricks and mortar; it is made of people who arerhatependent on one another and
Christ. How does your team do at including newgbecadopting folks in need,
encouraging those who are lonely?

Exhibited a “Team” Lifestyle: In their relationship to the broader Christian
community.

That fact that their reputation had spread farai is evident from what Paul said in
Romans 16:3-5, “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, mydilworkers in Christ Jesus. They
risked their lives for me. Not only | but all theurches of the Gentiles are grateful to
them. Greet also the church that meets at thesddu

Evidently their reputation as a ministry team hpead among the Gentile Christians as
well as the Jewish believers. Does your team betiefilarger community of believers at
First Free?

¢ Exemplified an “Open-handed” Perspective: In the use of their home.

What is an “open-handed” perspective? It is a cphtteat comes from the recruiting
speech that Jesus gave just after he predictetkhit. | want us to read it as recorded by
Mark in chapter 8, beginning with verse 31.

“He then began to teach them that the Son of Mast suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teaabfdise law, and that he must be killed and
after three days rise again. He spoke plainly atosit and Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him.

But when Jesus turned and looked at his discipiesebuked Peter. “Get behind me,
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the tisio§ God, but the things of men.”

“Then he called the crowd to him along with hiscijiées and said: ‘If anyone would
come after me, he must deny himself and take uprbss and follow me. For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoevesés his life for me and for the gospel will
save it. What good is it for a man to gain the wehabrld, yet forfeit his soul? Or what



can a man give in exchange for his soul? If anys@shamed of me and my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son ahMiill be ashamed of him when he
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.™

| believe Jesus was saying that we have two choetated to our possessions, holding
them tightly, or loosely. Savers (those who holehtttightly) don’t trust anyone else to
hold what is precious to them, not even God. Jsays the savers end up loosing
everything. Losers (those who are open-handed)artnt to hold everything loosely,
knowing it doesn’t belong to them anyway. The lss@e winners in the end, being the
ones who end up with everything in Christ. As Paudl, “My God will meet all your
needs according to his glorious riches in Chrisude (Philippians 4:19)

Even though we have only scratched the surfacetimg to know Aquila and Priscilla,
it is clear that they had an open-handed attitWdeen they met the Apostle Paul they
shared their home with him. Later, they left tHeome in Corinth and traveled with him
across the Aegean Sea to Ephesus. He left them dinelrwhen he came back he was
able to stay in their home in Ephesus. When Paaolenthe letter to the Romans, they
were there in Rome, and Paul said some very comamdathings about them and
mentioned the church that was in their house. Tiedy all things loosely. Whatever
they had belonged to God, especially their homealso their business, and their
finances.

Application: | wonder if you have thought of what an importgalaice your home
could be, as far as the gospel is concerned. Bgrg-handed is not just a N.T. concept.
The O.T. tells about a Shunammite woman who inuitedprophet Elisha to her home
for a meal. This became his custom whenever hamtasvn. One day, she said to her
husband, “I know that this man who often comesway is a holy man of God. Let’s
make a small room on the roof and put in it a bediatable, a chair and a lamp for him.
Then he can stay there whenever he comes to ukih( 4:9,10) And so they did.
Maybe they were ancestors of Aquila.

Or consider the Lord Jesus. Whenever he went dprigsalem, it seems that he used
to stay at that little village just outside Jeresa) Bethany, in the home of Lazarus and
Mary and Martha. What a blessing it must have Beethe Lord Jesus to know that
when he went to Jerusalem he would not have tpea@und for somewhere to get a bed
and breakfast, but he knew he could go to theirdharmd be welcome.

lllus: Back when | was in college, just after the eartitust cooled, my uncle and aunt in
Northern California remodeled their farm home, add large guest room and private
bath where visiting mission-aries or preachersastady. They called it the “Prophet’s
Chamber” after the story of Elisha and the Shunammoman.

Priscilla and Aquila gave Christ full access tartie®me. It really comes as a challenge
to us, does it not? Our homes — what are they like?hey centers of Christian
influence? Are they places of hospitality? Are tlietassrooms where we are able to help
other Christians to grow more in knowledge and usta@ding of the truth? Are they



arenas where unbelievers can hear, yes, and sdéfdrence that Christ makes? Do you
have an open-handed attitude toward the use youelw apartment?

Exemplified a “Open-handed” Perspective: In the usef their time, gifts, and
talents.

| want to approach this point from a negative anigleking at what Aquila and Priscilla
did not have, rather than what they had. First,thrgdis only conjecture on my part, but |
don’t think they had any children. Going with tlassumption, their childlessness, rather
than being a point of bitterness toward God, wa® e providing them with more time
to invest in ministry. It also allowed them to bery flexible, moving from place to place
(from Rome, to Corinth, to Ephesus, and back to &omithout the concern of uprooting
children from friends, education, etc. It also pitted easier use of their home for
business and for church, not having to worry alstegping times, meal times, and such.
They held time loosely.

Another thing Aquila and Priscilla never had wasianary ministry position, such as
was held by Timothy, Titus, Apollos, or Paul. As &s we know, they never wrote a
book of scripture, never preached a sermon, ditid an official leadership position in
the synagogue, or even in the churches that nteeinhouses. In many situations they
are seen filling a secondamyle, a supportive positionThey were content to play second
fiddle, to work behind the scenes.

They did not think of themselves as indispensdhléwere willing to die for the sake of
Christ and his Church. Paul said “Greet Priscilid Aquila my fellow workers in Christ
Jesus. They risked their lives for me. Not onllgut all the churches of the Gentiles are
grateful to them. [Romans 16:3-5].

What they did and when they did it, we do not knBuwt obviously there had been one
occasion when they had intervened at risk of thvm lives in order to deliver the
Apostle Paul.

Maybe it was the incident that he referred to atlibginning of 2 Corinthians: We do not
want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the $tapd we suffered in the province of
Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyonabillity to endure, so that we
despaired even of life. Indeed, in our hearts tetie sentence of death. But this
happened that we might not rely on ourselves busod, who raises the dead. He has
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he déliver us. [2 Corinthians 1:8-10].

Permit me to speculate one last time? They probdidiyot have a life plan that included
financial goals, educational goals, home ownershigension plan, a down payment on a
beach house on the Black Sea. Why do | believe BBécause people who have all these
things are usually not as apt to consider movirtgetvhim of an itinerant evangelist.
They probably don’t see their family business as which provides the basic income for
food and lodging, and that lodging in turn becomtmesguest house of traveling
preachers, and the place where the local belidargout on Sunday. Nor do people who



have these things feel okay about not knowing wtieg will be five or ten years from
now.

| must confess that | do not find the lifestyleAafuila and Priscilla appealing. | like
having plans in place for the future, for retiremeike thinking I will remain in

Wichita for as many years as God gives me, watchpgrandsons grow up, seeing
them get married and have children. | just heastiiaeek that great-grandchildren are
even more fun than grandchildren. | can’t tell yoat | hold the present and the future as
loosely as they seemed to hold it.

Lastly, Aquila and Priscilla are a model becauss th
¢ Engaged in Purposeful Ministry: A Ministry of Evangelism

Aquila and Priscilla shared Paul’s love for felldaws who had not yet accepted
Jesus as the Messiah. The best place to connéctheiin was the local synagogue. Like
Paul, they went there on the assumption that ibady is likely to believe the promises
of God concerning the Messiah, surely it would lmel'S historic people, the Jews. Every
Sabbath found Aquila and Priscilla reasoning ingyx@agogue, trying to persuade Jews
and Greeks. Since they had a Christian church ngegtitheir home, it seems clear their
only reason for continuing to attend the local syogue was for evangelistic reasons.

Did you know that the longer you are a Christitue, fewer opportunities you will have
to be involved with unbelievers in a non-businestirsy? It takes intentional effort to
remain connected socially with those who are natsiihns. If you were to name your
five closest friends, is at least one of them a@bnistian? Is there a non-Christian
among your ten closest acquaintances?

Application: It is with regret | confess that | dropped my menship at a local health
club, since that was my best place to rub should&lsunbelievers. Thankfully though, |
still have natural opportunities in my neighborhpbdt | need to be more purposeful
about making time for this.

When we think intentionally about evangelism weibég see everyone we meet as
ministry (someone who needs Christ), instead ahgethem as scenery (part of the
landscape), or as machinery (serving us, the ahettke store, the delivery person). If you
are hesitant about sharing the gospel, | encowyageo consider enrolling in our
Evangelism Training Program which meets on Tuesugyts here at the church. A new
class will begin in February. Class members learshiare the gospel in a supportive,
non-threatening environment.

» Engaged in Purposeful Ministry: A Ministry of Edifi cation (building up)
We pick up the story in Ephesus. We know it isrthebit to attend the local synagogue

in whatever city they find themselves, and on dipalar Sabbath a very gifted man is
speaking. To refresh your memory, here is the atcdoom Acts 18:24-28.



Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexamdrame to Ephesus. He was a
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the $args. He had been instructed in the
way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor tnayht about Jesus accurately,
though he knew only the baptism of John. He begapéak boldly in the synagogue.
When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invitechito their home and explained to
him the way of God more adequately. When Apollosted to go to Achaia, the brothers
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples thereelocome him. On arriving, he was a
great help to those who by grace had believedhEafigorously refuted the Jews in
public debate, proving from the Scriptures thatidesas the Christ.

In his sermon, “Halfway Christians”, the late Ragd@nan said, “Here in the synagogue
in Ephesus began a most excellent Christian peaetimviting the preacher home to
dinner.”

lllus: | can testify that as a preacher’s son, it wear@ occasion when someone invited
our family home to dinner after church. | shoulll yeu however, that | am the eldest of
seven, and that may have caused folks to thinketaimut having the preacher over for
dinner.

Priscilla and Aquila did a beautiful thing -- theyited Apollos home to dinner and
helped him with his theology. How long it took theve do not know, but you can
imagine the scene. Perhaps they would begin byskstg the sermon that he preached
that Sabbath day in the Synagogue. They would comdrtiee parts of the sermon that
were correct, and then delicately, and tactfullygast that here and there he should have
put it like this. Or, did he realize this truth aibéhe gospel? And, did he not see how all
that fitted together? Then they probably went batk the Old Testament Scriptures to
show him how they predicted the death and resuorecf Christ, and the coming of the
Holy Spirit.

| do not know whom to admire more in this situatiéiquila and Priscilla, or Apollos.
These two dear Christians, not too old in the Lbeimselves, did not scorn this young
man for his incomplete preaching. They did notevhiitters to the synagogue president
about him.

Neither did they reject him, or criticize him, bostead they invited him home, and
lovingly, wisely, explained to him the more accerahderstanding of Christ.

Apollos, must have been a very humble man bec#&ese ts no doubt he was miles
above this couple as far as his intellectual ghilias concerned. Yet he was willing to sit
in this way under the teaching of members of hisgcegation and humbly listen to them.

Because of their help, when Apollos went acrosdngean Sea to Corinth, he continued
to preach in this dynamic, amazing way — but al deficiencies were removed. He was
able to explain the word of God, without the indstencies and the inadequacies that he
had manifested when Priscilla and Aquila heard him.



There are several practical lessons here:

1. We should do our best to build up those whom thel lemtrusts to us in ministry.
You never know if a disciple the Lord has entrugteglou might become an
Apollos. If we have the chance of raising up on®ligs in our lifetime, it would
be a life well spent.

2. Such instruction must be accompanied by humilisudpect that the church in
Corinth never knew the part that Aquila and Priadiiad played in helping,
instructing, and spiritually educating Apollos. Th&ere not concerned about
that. They did not give instructions to Apollos is&y “You be careful whenever
you preach a good sermon to give us the credhdomg put you straight on
those doctrinal points where you were not all thear.”

3. We all need spiritual “mentors” who can help usaxpd the Scriptures in a more
accurate way. Aquila and Priscilla approached Afmo#dnd became his mentor in
the things of the Spirit. We should not be afraicisk others who may be more
spiritually mature to help us get a better undexditag of the Scriptures. Every
sincere Christian should have a more mature beliegvder whose tutelage they
are growing. Who is your mentor? Don't neglecirsgttunder the instruction of
people like Dallas Willard, John Stott, and EugBeéerson, through their books.

Engaged in Purposeful Ministry: A Ministry of Churc h Planting

Keep in mind there were no church buildings suctvasre used to so a Christian who
had a large house would make it available so tb& loelievers could gather there. In
Corinth and again in Ephesus, and maybe in Romefhthech gathered in their home.
This was their significant contribution to churdaming, in addition to sharing their faith
in Christ with Jews and Gentiles alike. It is ncairatter to house a church in your
home, or a weekly Bible Study for that matter.dtiydo it, you understand the
commitment it represents.

Do you want to get involved in church planting? @utly the Free Church is engaged in
planting over twenty new churches in Kansas andagida. A portion of your financial
gift goes to help with four area church plants, Jd&alina, Derby, and Halstead. Several
people from our church serve on local advisory cittees in each of these church
plants. Speak to Pastors Mike or Dick if you hanergerest in getting involved.

Suggestions for Application:

» Thank God for current examples of “team” ministfyyou currently serve on a
team, be it an elected place, or as a voluntedr adtlts, students, children,
missions, worship, building maintenance, pleasedsta

» Be willing to join an existing ministry team or fara new one. It matters not if
you are young or old, female or male, single, nearror widowed, we have a
place for you. Any member of our ministry staff idbe thrilled to help you find
a place on a team, or help you create a new team.
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» Consider ways to minister with your home or apartimklany of you already do
this. Some of you are the first to volunteer yoomie for visiting missionaries or
speakers. Others host a weekly small group or EBblely. Thank you! May your
numbers increase!

» What would it look like for you to adopt an “opeasted” perspective? It doesn’t
mean you can’t plan ahead, it doesn’t mean youtd@ve goals. It does mean
your look at them differently. Trust God with yguians, your goals, your
pension, your future.



