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Have you enjoyed our study of the letters to theeSeChurches of Asia Minor this summer? Maybe
“enjoy” is the wrong word to use. Have you “profitédrom it? | know | have. For the sake of thoseowh
may be visiting with us this morning, for the pagb months we have been reading someone else’s malil
We have been reading and studying seven lettetatelictby Jesus Christ to the Apostle John and then
sent to the guardian angels of seven little chigahevestern Turkey in the last decade of the first
century. These letters have been preserved for ieibook of Revelation, chapters 2 and 3. They ar
profound, convicting, and encouraging—all at theedime, for it is obvious that churches today,
including our own, have a lot in common with thdisst-century churches.

But reading someone else’s mail has its limitati@se can see parallels and applications, bubdts

like reading a letter addressgdt to you is it? Well, I'm happy to report that we haveered a letter
addressed to the angel of First Evangelical Frage®hin Wichita, Kansas. | suppose it ended up gn m
desk because my name is Michael.

This letter is a lot like the ones in Revelationlyait’'s quite a bit longer. | don’t know if thatlsecause
we’re a larger church than those of ancient Turkeygecause we have more issues to deal with pestis
it may be because those other letters were dedionélde whole church over the past 2000 yearshep
had to be fairly general), while this one is justis and, therefore, can be much more specific.

By the way, one man in the church wanted to knadeffus names any names in this letter. If so,drétdi
want to come. Well, no, | sneaked a peak and Heigraly doesn’t name any names. (Fortunately it is
written in English. | know Jim Gustavson is disaipped, because he claims the heavenly language is
Swedish). Please listen carefully as | read thisie

To the angel of First Evangelical Free Church irchita, Kansas, write:

These are the words of the Awesome God who saidill*build My church and the gates of hell willho
prevail against it.” | am the Head of the Bodyni the One who looks not on the outside as man bees,
on the inside, searching human hearts and look&eglgt into their souls. | am the One who loves you
and gave Himself for you.

| know your deeds quite well, for you have beenefi-known congregation in north-east
Wichita for a number of decades now. | know yolelowy Word, are biblical in your teaching,
and very thoughtful about your faith. There idditthance that heresy is going to get by your
Elders. After all, you often urge your people tolike the Bereans who “received the message
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptuery eay to see if what Paul said was true”
(Acts 17:11). Not much can slip by people who hiénedr Bibles open.

My children, you have also been a haven of graceefingees from many churches. It's good to
see people who grew up in both mainline churchdsfamdamentalist churches enjoying
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fellowship together in the same family. This hasrbpossible because you have maintained an
uncompromising commitment to the essentials ofdith while at the same time allowing
freedom and tolerance on the non-essentials. kr otbrds, you have majored on the major and
minored on the minor. In the process you have ma#oth balance and excellence.

| commend you also for your strong lay leadershiprmitted individuals serving as church
officers, youth leaders, children’s workers, WonseBible study leaders, musicians, ushers,
sound booth technicians, and volunteers of alssdbst of your people consider it an honor to
serve Me in the church, year after year after yidany do so behind the scenes with little public
praise; yet | know each of their names.

You have loved and respected the little children, @rged my disciples to do, teaching them
creatively and well—on Sunday mornings, at mid-weslcamp, and in special creative
programs. The children at First Free grow up menmagimy Word and, for the most part, look
forward to coming to church. Scores of your youtld aollege students have gone on various
mission projects, sharing their faith in Me whilkeveloping a compassion for those who are less
fortunate.

You have commissioned sizeable groups of peopta frour own congregation to start new
churches. You have also supported church plantidgcaurch planters all around your state.
The fact that there were only two Free Churchgsur whole state in 1975 and today there are
about 35 is due in large part to your vision andegesity. You have also supported missionaries
across the world and have sent many from your dwmah to reach those who have never heard
the Gospel of grace.

You have demonstrated remarkable peace and harat@ime when many churches have split
apart over personalities or methodology or minartdioal differences, and some of those
churches have even ended up in court. When you ledeonflicts, you have generally been
able to resolve them through biblical peacemaking.

Yes, you have done many good things and have d@atémuas one of the most solid, dependable
lighthouses in your area. But | have a few concémasuld like to share with you.

While no one questions your commitment to My Wandpnder how much of your Bible study
gets past your heads to reach your hearts. Argugbgetting into My Word, or is My Word
getting into you? You know something? I'm not nga$ interested in your knowirgdpoutMe
as | am in youknowingMe. It's good to be very thoughtful about your faibut | also want to
engage your heart and your emotions. | want yawotwert all that biblical information into
application!

Yes, you have been a haven of grace for people fnamy denominational backgrounds, but
you have not done so well with those who are urgdied. You know, my Kingdom is not really
expanded when the sheep just move from one pemother where the feed may be a little
better. | also love those who are not yet My sheep.



You also have a rather mixed record when it comeesdching those from diverse cultural and
ethnic backgrounds. You have lacked vision for Ing@g out to and sharing the love of Christ
with the poor, the helpless, the physically and talgnchallenged, and people of color. | died
for them, too, you know. Due to the faithful mimsbf several families over a period of many
years, you have a vibrant and strong ministry éAkian community, and that | commend; but
while many African American families live withindtks of your church, very few have found a
home at First Free. Have you gone out of your wayake people of color welcome when they
visit? Is it possible that some of you find it eadb send missionaries to Africa than to worship
and fellowship with an African American? | wouldatly like to see My church looking more
like heaven will look—with people from every tridanguage, people, and nation.

And please don't forget the international studevitem | have brought to your city. It costs
nothing but time and effort to reach out to therd ahow them the love of Christ, and it can pay
huge dividends. Many of them will be leaders intheme countries in the future, and if they
go home as Christians they can take the Gospéhtep you would never be allowed to go.

Sometimes when | listen in on your conversationsa@k or at home | hear disdain for the poor.
Terms like “lazy,” “welfare cheats,” “illegals,” @neven racial epithets cross your lips. Some of
you are proud of your entrepreneurial successeyamavonder why anyone willing to take a
little risk and work hard can’t do what you havendoYou don’t stop to realize how much of
what you enjoy—opportunity, talent, education, peedity, appearance, etc.—is a gift for which
you really cannot take any credit. These are gifive given you.

| commend you for the high value you place on badaibut if you're not careful, being balanced
can become an excuse for not taking a stand oagssucritical importance. Don't forget my
warning that in the last days “false Christs andefgrophets will appear and perform signs and
miracles to deceive the elect—if that were possiBtebe on your guard” (Mark 13:22,23). Be
sure your concern is fdmblical balance.

Let me comment as well on another core value ofsrewexcellence. I'm all for excellence; in
fact, when we finished creating the heavens anéanéh, My Father said, “It is good, excellent,
perfect.” But if you're not careful the drive foxeellence can become just another form of
perfectionism and pride, which | hate. If your gsailo give me your best, | say “amen,” but if
your goal is to appear the best, I'm not interested

And please don't ever let your striving for excalte cause you to look down upon or
discourage the person whose best is not as gogaoluas. A child probably cannot play a violin
as well as a member of the Symphony Orchestrd, ibaly receive more glory from the child.
I've even been known on occasion to make someth@agitiful out of dirt. The first human
being comes to mind. | also specialize in makingeihing beautiful out of broken lives.

In the past you have indeed sent messengers tmstarchurches, but | haven’t seen any new
daughter churches for quite a while. Is it possjle are enjoying your comfortable facilities so
much that you have lost your desire to start chresaround your city? You continue to send
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missionaries across the world and they are doiagtgrork, but many of you seem to have
forgotten them in your prayers and daily lives. 8ybassadors need your encouragement
because they are often on the front lines of tivétsal battle, and they are separated from the
support systems the rest of you enjoy.

Speaking of missions, please remember, dear chiltlat every time you walk out your door
you are entering the mission field—of Wichita, alB\.ir, of Derby, of Boeing, of McConnell,
of the public school system, of the medical offigeu know, it wasn’t | who separated ministry
from vocation. Through My servant Paul | made éaclthat, “Whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31), and “Whatey®au do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for men” (Colossians 3)2Bve always viewed secular work as full-
time Christian service.

The most important motive behind church planting amssions is, of course, evangelism,
sharing the Good News. The goal of establishingva church is not to relocate the saifs;to
reach the lost with the Gospdnd the goal of sending missionaries to Mexicd atarstan or
Hungary is not to export American ideaits to reach the lost with the Gospéind the goal of
reaching out to international students is not toviece them that Americans are nice people;
to reach the lost with the Gospéknow there are a few in your fellowship who ukgly share
their faith, but there are many who never do.

| would like to see your passion to spread the @bisierease dramatically. | would like to see

each one of you praying for your neighbors or felworkers or fellow-students by name, and

then looking for opportunities to share the goodsiéhat | died for them. You don’t have to be
a street preacher to do this effectively; you dbaie to paint your car chartreuse and cover it
with bumper stickers; it can be done in very ndtaral unforced ways, based on relationships
and the common ground you all have with unbelieagosind you.

After evangelism, discipleship is very close to Msart. Most of you have memorized Matthew
28:18-20 and you talk a lot about “making disciplasd “the Great Commission.” But your
leaders need to be more intentional in equippingpdgple for service and good works so that
the unique gifts and talents | have given thembmadiscovered, developed, and used to My
glory. You've got some great pastors and ministgders—qgifted, competent people who
minister faithfully—but the task of making disciples huge, and you can't hire enough people to
keep up with it. From here on out, you simply mhis¢ trainers, not just doers.

The lead pastor must pour himself into young méied&o preach the Gospel, and encourage
them. The worship pastor must train and multiplysiip leaders, the Youth Pastor must
multiply himself in lay youth leaders and in theugio themselves, the Elders must train up the
next generation of Elders, the Deacons the sandegagry ABF leader must be developing his
successor. The older men and women need to sherdifin experiences with the younger men
and women and mentor them. | know some of thi®isgyon now, but it has to increase
exponentially if you are going to impact Wichita,day nothing of this world, for the Gospel.



| have a concern about the worship wars that arakimg out in many churches, and | see
evidence of some skirmishes at First Free. | algtsale some frowns at worship, believe it or
not, and I've overheard a number of people (dargét that | hear all conversations, even ones
you have with yourself) express frustration witk thusic selections. Some who prefer a more
traditional style of church music think their hymanr® being mutilated whenever a new
arrangement is tried, and they write off most & tontemporary songs as emotional, mindless
repetition. But many of the great Psalms are drms the heart, antheycontain a fair amount

of repetition.

On the other hand, some of you prefer a more cqmbeany style and often view the hymns as
songs from the dark ages that embrace only the dwedahot the heart. You need to realize that
many of these hymns were written after sustainelateon on the Scriptures and thus as you
sing them, you renew your minds with the powerniuttts of the Word of God. These truths are
life-giving as you live by them. The head is as amgnt as the heart; thinking is as important as
feeling. Paul writes twice (in Ephesians and Calss that believers are to speak to one
another with Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs €Bjalns 5:19, Colossians 3:16). All three
have a place in your worship of Me. Let me saylttofayou: | like Psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs, and I’'m supposed to be the audience—not¥auwire going to have to sing together in
heaven some day. It'll be easier if you learn yoants now.

My dear friends, | mentioned that you have a gamlitation, at least among conservative
Christians. But | think you have that reputatiorpart because you play it safe. You've
abandoned some issues to the liberal churchegsisbat are actually very close to my heart—
like justice and racial equality and concern fa émvironment. | hear more talk in your circles
about lower taxes and the Second Amendment tharabdut health care for the elderly and the
quality of public education. I'd like to have My itdren focusing more on the needs of others
than on what's-in-it-for-me issues.

| know this letter is getting long, but | must a€sis the issue of prayer. | am pleased that you
still have corporate prayer meetings (many churtiae® given up completely on those), but
attendance is minimal—less than 1 % of the condiaga hear people saying things like, “I
don’t know how to pray eloquent prayers.” Don’t yaalize that | hate pompous prayers? But |
love it when My children gather together and pouirtbeir hearts to me. | wish you would learn
how to be “on line” with me 24/7. | wish you woulgbrry less and consult Me more. | wish you
would bathe every decision in prayer. | wish yowlddoecome totally dependent upon Me, for
“apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

And frankly that brings up My biggest concern, whis very similar to my concern for the
churches of Asia Minor nearly 2000 years ago. Yiuia grave danger of becoming the very
opposite of dependent upon me—self-sufficient. doeiactually a pretty wealthy, gifted, and
competent congregation, at least when comparedthatiaverage church. If you need a building,
you figure out a way to build it; if you need netaf§ you appoint a search committee and hire
them; if you need a program for some new ministoy develop it and find someone to run it.
But sometimes you have a tendency to over-plamjrgdittle room for My Spirit to work



through you. | wonder if you would even realizd itdidn’t show up!

There is a grave danger that in all your activitiesa full-service church you will forget to keep
the main thing the main thing. | am the main thiRtgase don’t forget that! Perhaps you recall
the true story about the time My disciples anddvetd up unannounced in Bethany at the home
of Martha. Martha was such a loving servant; ski@’'tihesitate to invite us in and began
immediately to set in motion all that was necessarfged 13 hungry men. She reminds me of
many of the believers at First Free—willing to giveserve at a moment’s notice—whether to
provide a funeral meal for a grieving family or derg a crew to New Orleans to help rebuild a
house. Here’s how Luke told the story (Luke 10:29-4

Martha had a sister called Mary, who sat at thed’srfeet listening to what he said. But
Martha was distracted by all the preparations thatd to be made. She came to him and
asked, “Lord, don't you care that my sister has he¢ to do the work by myself? Tell her
to help me!”

Do you remember what | said to her?

“Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset aboutmyahings, but only one thing is
needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and itnetlbe taken away from her.”

| didn’t say Martha had mad®ad choices; | said Mary has chosen whdiester You see, the
good is often the enemy of the best. You seem scegtible to the tyranny of the urgent, i.e.
allowing the urgent to crowd out the important.a@2le don't interpret your incredible busy-ness
as automatic evidence that you are spiritual dyrshmo

And that brings me to one last concern. What iscthaition of your heart? If you went to a
spiritual cardiologist for a checkup, what woulé tiagnosis be? | want to “open the eyes of
your heart.” You have a song by that title, anahdtkes the correct assumption that opening your
eyes is something | must do. But | will not foraauy eyes open. | will help by removing the
scales from your eyes, but you have to be willmgpen them.

| implore you to pour out your hearts to me asalidloman who interrupted a dinner party | once
attended at Simon the Pharisee’s house. This wamaimted My feet with a precious perfume,
mixed with her own tears. Simon muttered to him#edt a rabbi who considers himself a
prophet (meaning Me) ought to know what kind of@wan this was who was touching him—a
street walker, of all things. But | said to him,

“Do you see this woman(®bviously he didn’t. He saw only her sin; he didsee her)
came into your house. You did not give me any watany feet, but she wet my feet with
her tears and wiped them with her hair. You didgige me a kiss, but this woman, from
the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my Yeet did not put oil on my head, but
she has poured perfume on my fegilike 7:44-46).



That's the kind of love and devotion | long forindVly people.

| talked about overcomers in the conclusion to ywere of my letters to the Asian churches. |
want to share the bottom line with you: The waypé¢oa true overcomer is by the poweMf
blood and by the word gfour testimony. These two phrases come from Reveldi&ynvhich
depicts a scene in heaven at the time of the gegtle of Armageddon.

Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now heame the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God, and the authority sf@hrist. For the accuser of our
brothers(i.e. Satan)who accuses them before our God day and niglstpban hurled
down. Theyfaithful believers, including martyrgvercame him by the blood of the
Lamband_by the word of their testimgrthiey did not love their lives so much as to
shrink from death”(Revelation 12:11).

| provided for your salvation through the sheddifigny blood on the Cross, but you must also
have a testimony; i.e. you must have a personareqce of forgiveness from sins and you
must have stories about My working in your life.riStanity is not a religion you subscribe to;
it's a relationship you must experience, a relaiop with Me. That'’s the long and the short of
being an overcomer.

Finally, I just want to say, “I love you. | reallgve you!” Would | have ever endured the
rejection and pain and suffering | experienced atv&y if | didn’t love you? | wouldn’t love

you one whit more if you were absolutely perfect; would | love you one whit less if you were
the lowest scoundrel on earth. But if you thinkyotirself as the latter, or even close to the latter
| want you to know that | don’'t want to leave youtihat condition. | love you so much that |
want to make something beautiful out of your ldad out of your church. Will you let me?

Let those who have ears listen carefully to what3pirit says to First Evangelical Free Church!

Now, having read this letter, let me be very homési you. | feel very inadequate to even
suppose what Christ might say to this church. kehaxitten this, not presumptuously but rather
to help all of us take a hard inward look. It ispible Jesus might be even more pointed in His
evaluation than | have been. On the other hanthgpsrHe would be more gracious and
encouraging. Probably both. Sometimes one candeldse to the trees to see the forest. | have
asked Him for guidance as | worked on this sermod,| asked a number of you to share with
me what you thought Christ would write to us, butduld not pretend to have an authoritative
answer.

But a letter has been written to us tisauthoritative and true and relevant and practavad,

this is it—the Bible, God’s love letter to us. Thetten Word of God reveals the Living Word
of God, and the Holy Spirit of God is availablediove the truth home to your heart. If you
seriously want to know who Jesus is and what Jesseying to you, devour this Book! And
remember, when you read a love letter you are awagrested in the words ...But what is of
even greater import than the words is the heattefvriter. What does the author of this Book
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mean to you today? Have you accepted the love B@tared out toward you? Are you ready to
be a fully-devoted follower of His? Are you soldtdo Jesus?

| challenge us as a church to fall in love withudesll over again and become a community of
truly contagious Christians.



