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For the past two weeks we have been examiningteosexf 2 Corinthian (chapters 8 and 9) in which th
Apostle Paul addresses the issue of generous gesmpgcially to the poor. It's related to the @dhe
book in that the reason he’s having to addressubgect is that certain leaders have come intelioech
after he founded it, undermined his authority, aadsed the people to neglect the faith promisestthd
made a year earlier to the poor, persecuted Je&dhsistians in Jerusalem.

Now in chapter 10 Paul decides it's time to talesthfalse teachers and antagonists on and expoge th
for who they really are. No more Mr. Nice Guy. hetnext two chapters he will be very confrontatipna
accusing them of preaching another Jesus andaetitf Gospel; he will even call them false apostles
deceitful workmen who are masquerading as aposti€rist. Paul would never choose to be so blunt i
the Gospel itself were not at stake. But it is. kabthe first verse of our chapter: “By the meedshand
gentleness of Christ, | appeal to you—I, Paul, awho'timid” when face to face with you, but ‘bold’h&n
away! | beg you that when | come | may not haveda@s bold as | expect to be toward some people who
think that we live by the standards of this world.”

Now it's clear from these words that Paul has mused by his detractors of being a coward. I fac
he quotes them directly in verse 10: “For some $4ig,letters are weighty and forceful, but in parshe

is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothgwugh people should realize that what we areumn o
letters when we are absent, wil be in our actions when we are present.” They had hestdnis
meekness and gentleness for wimpiness. Christ lsasrasread the same way, but when the situation
called or it, Jesus could be tough, as withesseatidoynoney-changers in the temple. The time hagcom
for Paul to be tough as well.

What is it that brings him to this conclusion? W& recognition that some in the church are opeydty
the standards of this world. They have abandonedtdndards of righteousness, holiness, godliaess,
honesty, and in their place have adopted the stdadle world uses. What standards? Well, he dbesn’
list them, apparently assuming his readers know Wwes talking about. | am fairly sure Paul is dppg

of such things as tolerance of sinful behaviom@treism, humanism, pride, self-absorption, matesial-
the very things that seem to be of such high vaidwair own culture.

But don’t we have to function by the standardshefworld, don’t we have to participate in our cdtu
and society? We can't isolate ourselves and adopeother-worldly perspective and survive, can we?
Here is Paul’'s response, verse 3: “For though weeih the world, we do not wage war as the world
does.” The clear implication is that ...

There is a spiritual battle, a war, being waged fothe hearts and minds of God’s people.

We hear a lot about spiritual warfare in some Giamscircles today. There are books and
seminars and special ministries that are dedidatedestling with Satan and his demons and
promising victory over principalities and powerghe believer who incorporates certain
principles or methodologies. Perhaps no passagergfture is quoted more often by those



enamored with this kind of spiritual warfare thasrses 3-5 of 2 Cor. 10:
For though we live in the world, we do not wage aarthe world does. The weapons we
fight with are not the weapons of the world. Ond¢batrary, they have divine power to
demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments any g@vetension that sets itself up
against the knowledge of God, and we take captieeyehought to make it obedient to
Christ

But | don’t think this passage is speaking aboumale possession and occult activity and
exorcisms—direct warfare with Satan and his demid'ssot that | doubt that such spiritual
warfare exists; I'm just saying this passage isp#cifically about that. Rather it's about the
battle for the hearts and minds of God’s peopis about the battle of world-views that is raging
in our culture. Certainly, Satan is active in thegtle and he is behind some of the godless world-
views, but | fear that when we focus on demon Sstaand demonism, we tend to miss the
more obvious and common manifestations of spirivedfare in our culture.

Everyone of you has heard about the rage and weldrat has erupted all over the Muslim

world for the past two weeks—instigated by soméocens published in a Danish newspaper last
August that pictured the prophet Mohammed. In ameshwearing a turban shaped like a bomb;
in another he is telling the mullahs to quit segdsnicide bombers to their death because they’re
all out of virgins up in heaven (of course, thisieeference to the absurd and blasphemous
Muslim teaching that suicide bombers are promiszuirgins for their martyrdom). These
cartoons are satirical and tasteless, as are mbstal cartoons these days, and we could debate
the appropriateness of printing them. But themisloubt that they have pushed into bold relief
the clash of civilizations that exists betweenwugld of Islam and the free world. This, friends,

is spiritual warfare—a battle of world-views.

But while this development is momentous on therirggonal political scene, there are other
world-view clashes that are probably even more ntgmb and relevant to us and our children.
The clash between philosophical naturalism andligéat design is more important. The clash
between the culture of life and the culture of ddabortion, infanticide, euthanasia, etc.) is
more important. The clash between inclusive andskee religious claims is more important
(i.e. must we grant equal status to all spiritualws, or is Jesus the only Way?).

Paul has introduced the notion that there is debftt the hearts and minds of God’s people, and
immediately he moves to the question of how wefigtding that battle:

Many are fighting this battle using the weapons othe world. (3) “We do not wage
war as the world does. The weapons we fight wighrent the weapons of the world.” | do not
see these words as a simple declarative stateménfaither as an exhortation: “weust not
wage war as the world does; the weapons werust notbe the weapons of the world.” He
wouldn’t even say this if it weren'’t a fact that myaare actually waging war with worldly
weapons. Unfortunately, Paul doesn’t specificaéilirteate what these weapons are, so he must
have it obvious to his readers. They knew what &s talking about, but do we?



| want to suggest to you some of the key weapotesysthe world uses and then ask the
guestion, “Is the church ever inclined to borrows&?” One of those weapons the world uses to
get its world view across and to silence its csifiintimidation and belligerence. | don’t know

if you saw the speech Attorney General Alberto Gdez gave at Georgetown University Law
School last week. Many of these brilliant law studethe cream of the crop intellectually, stood
up during his speech and turned their backs on 8ome wore hoods and held up signs of
protest. Compared to the typical protests on elimpuses, however, this one was quite civil.
More often conservative speaker are shouted doviinesocan’t even be heard. Come to think of
it, the way radical students on the typical camast to views they don't like is quite similar to
how the Muslim world reacted to those cartoonst kit curious?

But I'm more interested in the question, “Do praieg Christians ever borrow intimidation and
belligerence as tools tteir trade?” What about the Phelps family protests,airfbbertson
suggesting that the United States assassinatedkaent of Venezuela, or even some of the
uglier abortion protests?

Legal action is another favorite weapon of the dioii seems sometimes that the first reaction to
almost any problem is to pass a law. And if thagsihot get the desired result, then sue, for the
courts will often grant what the legislatures are timid to give. The Economist says that
“America has 281 lawyers for every 100,000 peopbenpared to Britain with 94, 33 in France
and a mere 7 in JapahThis is because we have developed the frame af thiat virtually

every moral, social, economic, and racial problensinmave a legal solution.

And again | ask, “How often does the church sedkass in legislation or the courts?” Do we
really think the answer to human addictions andtied values is found in passing more laws—
against pornography, gambling, abortion, drugs, yame it? There’'s no question that just laws
are essential to a civilized society, and legatessl is an important right, but friends, even a
perfect set of laws is not going to eliminate criomeavil. Jesus urged His followers to be slow in
going to court.

Boycotts are another weapon that is a favoritdefworld. The gay rights lobby has used this
very effectively to advance their agenda, threaigno use their considerable economic power to
put any business out of business if they don’'trdii# benefits irrespective of sexual orientation.
The church has watched this and seen how effeittiseand sure enough has adopted its own
boycotts, like that of Disney World. Now franklybbycott a lot of stores, and restaurants, and
TV channels; | simply don’t do business with thegeose business practices or products |
disagree with. You probably do the same. But thdifferent from organizing public protests

and trying to get the entire Christian communitypt someone out of business. | ask you, “Is
that something Jesus would do? Are these the weapersee the Apostles using in the spiritual
battle?”

Thursday morning there was an editorial in the Eagtitten by our own Jeff Syrios. It was a
powerful and convicting statement, and | want tdrpart of it:
Get us evangelicals mad, and you'll have hell tg.pa
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Just tell your employees that “Merry Christians”asit and “Happy Holidays” is
in, and we’ll stop buying your stuff. Try airingsdasphemous television show about a
struggling priest named Daniel, and we’ll pressyoal with a letter writing campaign. If
you really want a fight, take another liberal stegvard that U. S. Supreme Court
nominee, and prepare for the full weight of our senvative ire.

As a political force, American evangelicals haveneanto their own. But... | am
increasingly concerned about the message we adirsgand the effect we are having.

Christians are called to influence the world. Betes are commissioned to
redeem culture as well as make disciples of all.rdesus taught his followers to
practice their faith in the same way that saltublbed into meat...

But the means to the end cannot be devoid of viaine the Christian’s call to
cultural redemption does not allow for an all-oasrs-back... assault on culture’s
depravity. For with truth comes power, which, it asccompanied by grace, can manifest
itself in arrogance and self-righteous judgment...

Christians must confront the moral decay in ourtund. ..

But Christians must be cautious in handling thehiiriwhile truth speaks of
power, it also shouts of grace.

Another weapon the world uses to sell its standardsarketing. Most of you watched the Super
Bowl ads last Sunday even if you didn’t watch tleng. Some were clever, some bizarre (I
don’t think I'll ever be able to eat a Whopper adgibut all were designed to get you to buy
something you wouldn’t otherwise buy. We are bordbdrdaily, hourly, with hundreds of
marketing messages. Fortunately, this hasn’t edhtidwe church. Good luck (as Calvin would
say)! The fact is, some huge churches have bedirabubst entirely on Madison Avenue
marketing techniques. I'm not suggesting that mamgeand Christianity are mutually exclusive,
but when marketing becomes our dominant weapongegony’s wrong.

And a final worldly weapon | will mention is chamatic leaders. With the advent of television
and instantaneous communication and travel, theepofpersonality has become exponentially
greater. There’s nothing wrong with having a chraatic personality (don’t we all wish we had
one?), but when charisma becomes a substitutellistance and content, that's a problem. And
frankly, we see a great deal of this in the chuoctay.

When | look across the Christian landscape today personally troubled by many of the
weapons | see being used by Christian organizat@dnsches, and church leaders. | am not
guestioning their motivation (I think most of thgseople are very sincere in their hearts and
want to stand up for God and country), but | amstjoaing their wisdom. | am afraid too often
they employ the weapons of the world in the spatittattle and thus the cause of Christ can
actually be hindered.

Paul says here in verse 4, “The weapons we figtit are not the weapons of the world.” Well,
then what weapons should we be using? Once agalodsn’t delineate those but assumes his
readers know what he’s talking about. And if wenkhbiblically it shouldn’t be too difficult to
figure out what those weapons are:



God has given us a different set of weapons for thepiritual battle. (3, 4)

Truth (the Word of God). | believe the Bible is our primary weapon in garitual
battle. In the best-known passage on spiritual avarfEphesians 6, the Apostle Paul mentions
only one offensive weapon: “the sword of the Spwitich is the word of God” (Ephesians
6:17). Until 40 years ago there was a consensus@widually all evangelicals that God speaks
principally through His Word, but in many evangalichurches today Bibles are conspicuous by
their absence. Our spiritual forefathers productmligh-minded, rational, disciplined piety.
Christians could really think because they allowreslr intellectual powers and thought-
processes to be under the lordship of Christ. Bdlysin many churches today communication (|
can’'t in good conscience call it “preaching”) isti@asingly dominated by images and stories and
the kinds of techniques that sell soap and elexdi®ents. | feel that if this trend continues, the
future of evangelicalism is at stake.

Love. Perhaps you haven't thought of love as a wealpatnin the spiritual battle it is.
The Scripture urges us to “speak the truth in loigsh. 4:15). We will never win the battle for
the minds and hearts of people on the issues obkexuality or abortion, for example, until we
learn to treat the opposition with respect, asviiddials created in the image of God, with
feelings like ourselves. That's hard, because somstwe hate what they do. Nevertheless we
must learn to hate the sin while loving the sinifethat sounds trite, it's not. Everyone of us
does that for one person automatically—ourselves.

Faith. Faith is the recognition that God is in contrbhstory, He is the Supreme
Commander, and He is working out all things aftex évn will. In Hebrews 11 we have the
account of ordinary men and women who foumgdfaith that they could stop the mouths of
lions, open the doors of prisons, and change theseaf human history. Most of us haven’t
even begun to see what the weapon on faith camyatisi.

Prayer. In Ephesians 6 another weapon is mentioned, afjét the sword of the Spirit:
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for allhe saints.” Before we teach truth, as we
teach it, and after it is over, we must pray thatl®@ould use, not flashy personalities and clever
expressions, but words that He clothes with His pawer, words that will worm their way in
through the defenses of the mind and bring thel teldas knees.

Now why is it important to employ these weaponkeathan the weapons the world uses?
Because they work.

God’s weapons accomplish more than the world’s weams ever could (4b-6)
Look again at verse 4-6:

“The weapons we fight with are not the weaponsefworld. On the contrary,
they have divine power to demolish strongholdsdéfeolish arguments and every
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pretension that sets itself up against the knowdeafgGod, and we take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ.”

They have divine power to demolish strongholds/Vhat are strongholds? The picture
being painted here is that of an impregnable festigith high walls, moats, draw bridges,
ramparts. Masada might come to a Jewish mind; ttveglis in Athens to a Greek mind.
Again, | do not think that when Paul mentions “sfgbolds” that he is speaking primarily of
demon possession. Far more souls have been losgthiSatan’s manipulation of the
intellectual and ideological fashions of the agantthrough his recruitment of a handful of
witches, or luring people into the occult. The stgbolds Paul sets out to besiege are more likely
“value systems, world-views, habitual patternshoiught, proud castles of the mind with the
banner of self floating from the rampartsit'is the mind that is the seat of rebellion again
God. That is where he asserts the desire for aotgnbut Paul saw the Gospel as a powerful
way to infiltrate the citadel of the human mind dredrt.

Addictions can also be strongholds. | was talkimgdmeone the other day with first-hand
knowledge of the meth problem here in Kansas. litethat 90% of the people who try it are
addicted to meth after their first hit. They’re lked; their life is ruined after one hit, barring
major intervention or perhaps a miracle! The suscate of treatment facilities for all kinds of
addictions is minimal, but when treatment is corabimvith the godly weapons of truth, love,
faith, and prayer, the success rate goes way up.

They can demolish arguments and every pretensioiVhen Paul speaks of
“arguments” here, he is probably thinking aboutrdgonalizations that people use to defend
their false views. And his mention of “pretensiosgtaks of the proud obstacles they raise to
the knowledge of God. You don’t have to read mutelndture from the abortion lobby or the
gay agenda or the evolution cartel to understandtiasted and deceptive many of these
arguments are. They defend themselves with theubgeof choice and love and freedom, and
they attack with the language of coercion and Injgahd pre-scientific superstition. If you try to
debate with them using their presuppositions aet tanguage, you will get nowhere. But the
godly weapons of truth, love, faith and prayer damolish those arguments.

Dr. Don Carson, whom most of you know as a profeasdrinity Evangelical Divinity School,

wrote a book last year entitleBlecoming Conversant with the Emerging Chutaht he tells

the story of a recently retired Harvard professbowame to faith in Christ through the ministry

of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York Citlyicl is the church Don Hill’'s son attends.

He heard and responded to the truth of the Gobpethen Carson adds:

Musing on his conversion some months later, théepsor said that a year

previously he could not have imagined becoming ias@n, and still less belonging to a
staunchly evangelical church. But what drew himséaiel, was that these Christians
knew him more thoroughly and transparently thanlifééong friends and colleagues.
These Christians knew his name, of course, anlikleis and dislikes and went out of
their way to get to know him, but more importanthgy knew him deeply—they genuinely
understood what made him tick, what made him a nume#éng, what moved him, and



what he cherished.
Truth and love again.

There is a third accomplishment that the use ofyge@apons allows:

They allow us to take captive every thought to maké obedient to Christ. | think this
refers to the fantasies we indulge in, our day4theaf power and accomplishment, lust for
sexual pleasure, envy for the things others havewill never win the battle against sin as long
as we allow ourselves to drain our emotional emsrgito a secret thought life. We must bring
these things captive to Christ and no longer petimeitn to engage our minds and hearts in. Paul
is recognizing here that people will never charggrtbehavior patterns until they change the
way they think.

| preached a message several years on GIGO: Gairbaggabage out. Did you know that this
concept actually predates the computer age byaat 8000 years? Proverbs 4:23 says, “Above
all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellsprof life.” The Apostle Paul agrees in Phil. 4:8,9:
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever @ble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if angthis excellent or praiseworthy--think about
such things. Whatever you have learned or recavdebard from me, or seen in me--put it into
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”

Now Paul has one more point for us to contemplategard to this spiritual battle:

The greatest mistake we can make in this spirituddattle is to look only on the surface of
things. (7)

Paul indicts the Corinthian church with a very gesi charge in verse 7: “You are looking only
on the surface of things.” Friends, if there is stegement that describes how most of us live, it
is found in this verse. We are physical beings jngsical world, and we tend to evaluate
everything on that basis, even spiritual things ¢thurch is growing, we make the assumption
that it is healthy. If a Christian leader is sddliots of books, we assume he’s an expert. If there
is a conflict, we assume counseling will resolvé\fe are always looking only on the surface of
things. But this chapter has made it clear thaktigea spiritual battle that is much deeper.

Paul points to two specific areas where his friendSorinth were making a mistake by looking
only on the surface.

Relationship. Verse 7b: “If anyone is confident that he belota@€hrist, he should
consider again that we belong to Christ just ashmasche.” Here’s what | think is going on here:
Paul’'s opponents were suggesting that they hadgauemelationship with Christ that Paul didn’t
have. They claimed to be spiritual heavyweightdevtiiey alleged that Paul was a poor
substitute for the real thing. The truth was prdpde exact opposite, but Paul resists pejorative
remarks; rather he simply says to his former pargdrs that he belonged to Christ as much as
anyone. On the surface, it may have appeared ogeerier Paul didn’t have all the credentials



theyboasted of. He doesn’t even deny their allegationgrse 10 that “in person he is
unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothiBgt’if they would look under the surface
they would see a man who is in a deep and abidilagionship with Christ, a relationship that
colored all that he was and did.

Authority . (8) The second area were the Corinthians werengakmistake by looking
only on the surface is in regard to authority. Adall addresses that in verse 8: “For even if |
boast somewhat freely about the authority the lgaree us for building you up rather than
pulling you down, I will not be ashamed of it.” Rawas also accused of appointing himself as
an apostle when he really wasn’t one, while hisadgors claimed to be “super-apostles” (see
11:5). On the surface his claims might seem susfmdie was once a persecutor of the
Christians, and he wasn’t even a Christian untihstime after the death and resurrection of
Jesus. It is possible that some of these falsetlapdsgad come from Jerusalem and even claimed
to have known Christ during his earthly ministrytBgain, if the church would take the time to
look at the facts in depth, they would discovet #aul was given his apostleship by God
himself, and therefore the claims of the false hees are without merit.

Conclusion | can’t help but think of individuals in this chal who are struggling with
strongholds in their lives. Friends, surface religjust won't cut it with these things. | think
about those who are weighed down under the exlmaustichronic emotional iliness, those who
are demoralized by lengthy unemployment, those suffer from a self-image of worthlessness,
even to the point of considering self-destructiahink of those who live a life of sexual fantasy
that harms marriage and family, those who havecdigidipatterns of drug and alcohol abuse,
and those who are in bondage to gambling. Whatgwar stronghold is, | surface religion
cannot demolish it; in fact, it probably cannoteyeit a dent in it. But the right weapons, the
weapons of truth, love, faith, and prayer can.

God is calling His people in this passage to bgheminded, disciplined, competent soldiers in
the spiritual battle for the hearts and minds afgte (and their own minds, for that matter). That
battle is becoming white hot, friends. We daregmAWOL. We dare not claim conscientious
objection. We dare not even join the reserves tidaactive duty. Instead we need to seize every
opportunity to train our hearts and minds, and eedto use the weapons God has provided.
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